A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 44‑7‑329 SO AS TO REQUIRE A HEALTH CARE FACILITY TO OBTAIN A PATIENT’S INFORMED, WRITTEN CONSENT BEFORE ANY INVASIVE PROCEDURE IS PERFORMED ON THE PATIENT AND TO ALSO REQUIRE THE PHYSICIAN PERFORMING THE PROCEDURE TO OBTAIN SUCH CONSENT IF THE PHYSICIAN IS AN INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Article 3, Chapter 7, Title 44 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 44‑7‑329.
Before any invasive procedure is performed on a patient in a health care facility, as defined in section 44‑7‑130, the health care facility shall obtain the informed, written consent of the patient or the patient’s representative or agent.  If the physician performing the procedure is an independent contractor, the physician also shall obtain the informed, written consent of the patient or the patient’s representative or agent before performing the procedure.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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