A BILL

TO AMEND ARTICLE 2, CHAPTER 3, TITLE 57 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO GENERAL PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, BY ADDING SECTION 57-3-210, TO ESTABLISH THE OFFICE OF INTERNAL AUDIT WHICH SHALL ESTABLISH, IMPLEMENT, AND MAINTAIN THE EXCLUSIVE INTERNAL AUDIT FUNCTION OF THE DEPARTMENT, TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT MUST PROVIDE APPROPRIATE OFFICE SPACE AND FACILITY SERVICE TO THE OFFICE, TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION HAS THE EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL AUTHORITY OVER THE OFFICE, AND TO PROVIDE THAT ALL FINAL AUDIT REPORTS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE COMMISSION BEFORE BEING MADE PUBLIC.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Article 2, Chapter 3, Title 57 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 57-3-210.
(A)
There is created an Office of Internal Audit that must establish, implement, and maintain the exclusive internal audit function of all departmental activities.  The audits performed by the office must comply with recognized governmental auditing standards.  The department must timely produce all books, papers, correspondence, memoranda, and other records considered necessary in connection with an internal audit.  The department must, at its own expense, provide appropriate office space within its headquarters building and facility service, including janitorial, utility and telephone services, computer and technology services, and related supplies, to the Office of Internal Audit.


(B)
The commission is vested with the exclusive management and control of the Office of Internal Audit.  All final audit reports must be submitted to the commission before being made public.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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