A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 56‑1‑130, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO BASIC AND CLASSIFIED DRIVERS’ LICENSES ALLOWING A LICENSEE TO OPERATE A MOTORCYCLE AND CERTAIN SPECIFIED MOTOR VEHICLES WHICH DO NOT EXCEED TWENTY‑SIX THOUSAND POUNDS GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT, SO AS TO CLARIFY THE TERM “GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT”; TO AMEND SECTIONS 56‑3‑2540, 56‑3‑3500, 56‑3‑4100, 56‑3‑4200, 56‑3‑4410, 56‑3‑4600, 56‑3‑7300, 56‑3‑7750, 56‑3‑7780, AS AMENDED, 56‑3‑7910, 56‑3‑8000, AS AMENDED, 56‑3‑8600, 56‑3‑8710, 56‑3‑9000, 56‑3‑9100, 56‑3‑9400, 56‑3‑9500, 56‑3‑9600, AS AMENDED, AND SECTION 56‑3‑9910, RELATING TO “CONSERVE SOUTH CAROLINA” LICENSE PLATES,  “PENN CENTER” LICENSE PLATES, “SOUTH CAROLINA ELKS ASSOCIATION” LICENSE PLATES, “CAROLINA PANTHERS” LICENSE PLATES, “SHARE THE ROAD” LICENSE PLATES, “HOMEOWNERSHIP: THE AMERICAN DREAM” LICENSE PLATES, “SALTWATER FISHING” LICENSE PLATES, FRATERNITY AND SORORITY LICENSE PLATES, “VIETNAM VETERANS” LICENSE PLATES, “H. L. HUNLEY SUBMARINE” LICENSE PLATES, TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS LICENSE PLATES, “DUCKS UNLIMITED” LICENSE PLATES, “NASCAR” LICENSE PLATES, “SERTOMA INTERNATIONAL” LICENSE PLATES, “SOUTH CAROLINA TECHNOLOGY ALLIANCE” LICENSE PLATES, “MORRIS ISLAND LIGHTHOUSE” LICENSE PLATES, “GOD BLESS AMERICA” LICENSE PLATES, “NO MORE HOMELESS PETS” LICENSE PLATES, AND “GOLD STAR FAMILY” LICENSE PLATES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT EACH OF THESE LICENSE PLATES MAY BE ISSUED TO OWNERS OF ANY VEHICLE CLASSIFIED AS A PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLE.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Section 56‑1‑130(C) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(C)
A basic driver’s license authorizes the licensee to operate motor vehicles, automotive three‑wheel vehicles, or combinations of vehicles which do not exceed twenty‑six thousand pounds gross vehicle weight rating; provided, that the driver has successfully demonstrated the ability to exercise ordinary and reasonable control in the operation of a motor vehicle in this category. A basic driver’s license also authorizes the licensee to operate farm trucks provided for in Sections 56‑3‑670, 56‑3‑680, and 56‑3‑690, which are used exclusively by the owner for agricultural, horticultural, and dairying operations or livestock and poultry raising. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the holder of a conditional license, or special restricted license operating a farm truck for the purposes provided in this subsection, may operate the farm truck without an accompanying adult after six o’clock a.m. and no later than nine o’clock p.m., but may not operate a farm truck on a freeway. A person operating a farm truck while holding a conditional driver’s license or a special restricted license may not use the farm truck for ordinary domestic purposes or general transportation. 


A classified driver’s license shall authorize the licensee to operate a motorcycle or those vehicles in excess of twenty‑six thousand pounds gross vehicle weight rating which are indicated by endorsement on the license. The endorsement may include classifications such as:  motorcycle, motorcycle three‑wheel vehicle, two‑axle truck, three or more axle truck, combination of vehicles, motor‑busses, or oversize or overweight vehicles. The department shall determine from the driving demonstration the endorsements to be indicated on the license.”

SECTION
2.
Section 56‑3‑2540 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 56‑3‑2540.
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying passenger motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names which shall have imprinted on the plate ‘Conserve South Carolina’ and which may have an emblem, a seal, logo, or other symbol of the South Carolina Conservation Bank. The South Carolina Conservation Bank shall submit to the department for its approval the emblem, seal, logo, or other symbol it desires to be used for this special license plate. The South Carolina Conservation Bank may request a change in the emblem, seal, logo, or other symbol not more than once every five years. The fee for this special license plate is forty‑eight dollars every two years in addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code. This special license plate must be of the same size and general design of regular motor vehicle license plates. The special license plates must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month they are issued.” 

SECTION
3.
Section 56‑3‑3500(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
 The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘Penn Center’ special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying passenger motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names which may have imprinted on the plate an emblem, a seal, or other symbol of the Penn Center. Penn Center, Inc., shall submit to the department for its approval the emblem, seal, or other symbol it desires to be used for this special license plate. Penn Center, Inc., may request a change in the emblem, seal, or other symbol not more than once every five years. The special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month it is issued. The fee for this special license plate is the regular motor vehicle registration fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title and a special motor vehicle license fee of thirty dollars.” 

SECTION
4.

Section 56‑3‑4100(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names which shall have imprinted on the plate the words ‘South Carolina Elks Association’. The fee for this special license plate is the regular motor vehicle license fee set forth in Article 5 and the special fee required by Section 56‑3‑2020. This special license plate must be of the same size and general design of regular motor vehicle license plates. The special license plates must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month they are issued.” 

SECTION
5.
Section 56‑3‑4200(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘Carolina Panthers’ special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying passenger motor vehicles or light pickup trucks having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names which may have imprinted on the plates an emblem, seal, or symbol of the National Football League’s Carolina Panthers. The National Football League’s Carolina Panthers shall submit to the department for its approval the emblem, seal, or symbol it desires to be used for the plates. The National Football League’s Carolina Panthers shall submit to the department written authorization for the use of any copyrighted or registered logos, trademarks, or designs. The National Football League may request a change in the emblem, seal, or symbol not more than once every five years. The plates must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month they are issued. The fee for the plate is the regular motor vehicle registration fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title and a special motor vehicle license fee of seventy dollars.” 

SECTION
6.
Section 56‑3‑4410(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘Share the Road’ special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying passenger motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names which may have imprinted on the plate an emblem, a seal, or other symbol of the Palmetto Cycling Coalition, Inc. The Palmetto Cycling Coalition, Inc., shall submit to the department for its approval the emblem, seal, or other symbol it desires to be used for this special license plate. The Palmetto Cycling Coalition, Inc., may request a change in the emblem, seal, or other symbol not more than once every five years. The special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month it is issued. The fee for this special license plate is the regular motor vehicle registration fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title and a special motor vehicle license fee of thirty dollars.” 

SECTION
7.

Section 56‑3‑4600(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘Homeownership:  The American Dream’ special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying passenger motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in the owners’ names which may have imprinted on the plate an emblem, a seal, or other symbol approved by the South Carolina Association of Realtors and the department. The South Carolina Association of Realtors may submit to the department for approval the emblem, seal, or symbol the South Carolina Association of Realtors wishes to display on the plate. The association must submit to the department written authorization for the use of any copyrighted or registered logo, trademark, or design. The association may request a change in the emblem, seal, or symbol used not more than once in five years. Each special license plate must be of the same size and general design of regular motor vehicle license plates. Each special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month the special license plate is issued. The fee for each special license plate is the regular motor vehicle license fee set forth in Article 5 and one hundred dollars for a special plate.”

SECTION
8.
Section 56‑3‑7300(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘Saltwater Fishing’ special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying passenger motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names. The special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month it is issued. The fee for this special license plate is the regular motor vehicle license fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title and a special motor vehicle license fee of seventy‑five dollars.”

SECTION
9.
Section 56‑3‑7750(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying  passenger motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of six thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names which may have imprinted on the plate an emblem, a seal, or other symbol the department considers appropriate to a certified service fraternity or sorority. A fraternity or sorority may submit to the department for its approval the emblem, seal, or other symbol it desires to be used for its respective special license plate.  Before a design is approved, however, the organization must submit to the department written authorization for the use of any copyrighted or registered logo, trademark, or design.  A fraternity or sorority also may request a change in the emblem, seal, or other symbol once the existing supply has been exhausted. The fee for this special license plate is seventy dollars every two years in addition to the regular motor vehicle license fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title. This special license plate must be of the same size and general design of regular motor vehicle license plates. The special license plates must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month they are issued.” 

SECTION
10.
Section 56‑3‑7780(A) of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 158 of 2005, is further amended to read:


“(A)
The department may issue ‘Vietnam Veterans’ special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying passenger motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names who are Vietnam War Veterans who served on active duty in Vietnam at anytime during the period of February 28, 1961, to May 7, 1975.  The motor vehicle owner must present the department with a DD214, or other official documentation that states that he was awarded the Vietnam Service Medal or that he served on active duty in Vietnam, along with his application for this special license plate.  The special license plate may have imprinted on it an emblem, a seal, or other symbol that honors Vietnam War Veterans.  The special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month it is issued.  The fee for this special license plate is the regular motor vehicle registration fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title and a special motor vehicle license fee of twenty dollars.” 

SECTION
11.
Section 56‑3‑7910(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying passenger motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of six thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names which may have imprinted on the plate an emblem, a seal, logo, or other symbol of the ‘H. L. Hunley’ submarine. The Hunley Commission shall submit to the department for its approval the emblem, seal, logo, or other symbol it desires to be used for this special license plate. The Hunley Commission may request a change in the emblem, seal, logo, or other symbol not more than once every five years.  The fee for this special license plate is one hundred dollars every two years in addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title. This special license plate must be of the same size and general design of regular motor vehicle license plates.  The special license plates must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month they are issued.” 

SECTION
12.
Section 56‑3‑8000(A) of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 398 of 2006, is further amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger motor vehicles as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names which may have imprinted on the plate the emblem, a seal, or other symbol the department considers appropriate of an organization which has obtained certification pursuant to either Section 501(C)(3), 501(C)(7), or 501(C)(8) of the Federal Internal Revenue Code and maintained this certification for a period of five years. The biennial fee for this special license plate is the regular registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title plus an additional fee to be requested by the individual or organization seeking issuance of the plate. The initial fee amount requested may be changed only every five years from the first year the plate is issued. Of the additional fee collected pursuant to this section, the Comptroller General shall place sufficient funds into a special restricted account to be used by the Department of Motor Vehicles to defray the expenses of producing and administering special license plates. Any of the remaining fee not placed in the restricted account must be distributed to an organization designated by the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. The special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month it is issued.” 

SECTION
13.
Section 56‑3‑8600(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue “Ducks Unlimited” special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private‑ passenger carrying private passenger motor vehicles or light pickup trucks having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names which may have imprinted on them an emblem, seal, or symbol of the South Carolina Ducks Unlimited State Committee. The South Carolina Ducks Unlimited State Committee must submit to the department for its approval the emblem, seal, or symbol it wishes to display on the plates. The South Carolina Ducks Unlimited State Committee must submit to the department written authorization for use of any copyrighted or registered logos, trademarks, or designs. The South Carolina Ducks Unlimited State Committee may request a change in the emblem, seal, or symbol not more than once every five years. The plates must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month they are issued. The fee for the plate is the regular motor vehicle registration fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title and a special motor vehicle license fee of fifty dollars.”

SECTION
14.
Section 56‑3‑8710(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger carrying motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names which may have imprinted on the plates an emblem, a seal, or other symbol the department considers appropriate to NASCAR or a NASCAR driver or team. NASCAR or a NASCAR driver or team may submit to the department for approval of the emblem, seal, or other symbol it desires to be used for its respective special license plate. Before a design is approved, NASCAR or the NASCAR driver or team must submit to the department written authorization for the use of a copyrighted or registered logo, trademark, or design. NASCAR or a NASCAR driver or team also may request a change in its respective emblem, seal, or other symbol once the existing supply has been exhausted. The fee for each special license plate is seventy dollars every two years in addition to the regular motor vehicle license fee set forth in Article 5. Each special license plate must be of the same size and general design of regular motor vehicle license plates. Each special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month the special license plate is issued.”

SECTION
15.
Section 56‑3‑9000(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger carrying  motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names which may have imprinted on the plate an emblem, a seal, or other symbol approved by Sertoma International and the department. Sertoma International may submit to the department for approval of the emblem, seal, or other symbol it desires to be used for its respective special license plate. Before a design is approved, however, Sertoma International must submit to the department written authorization for the use of a copyrighted or registered logo, trademark, or design. Sertoma International also may request a change in the emblem, seal, or other symbol once the existing supply has been exhausted.  The fee for each special license plate is seventy dollars every two years in addition to the regular motor vehicle license fee set forth in Article 5.  Each special license plate must be of the same size and general design of regular motor vehicle license plates. Each special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month the special license plate is issued.” 

SECTION
16.
Section 56‑3‑9100(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘South Carolina Technology Alliance’ special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying passenger motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names which may have imprinted on the plate an emblem, seal, logo, or other symbol that represents the South Carolina Technology Alliance and technology. The South Carolina Technology Alliance must submit to the department for approval the emblem, seal, logo, or other symbol it desires to be used for this special license plate. The South Carolina Technology Alliance may request a change in the emblem, seal, logo, or other symbol not more than once every five years. The special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month it is issued. The fee for this special license plate is the regular motor vehicle license fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title and a special motor vehicle license fee of one hundred dollars.”

SECTION
17.
Section 56‑3‑9400(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘Morris Island Lighthouse’ special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying passenger motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names which may have imprinted on the plate an emblem, a seal, or other symbol of the Morris Island Lighthouse. Save the Light, Inc., shall submit to the department for its approval the emblem, seal, or other symbol it desires to be used for this special license plate. Save the Light, Inc., may request a change in the emblem, seal, or other symbol not more than once every five years. The special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month it is issued. The fee for this special license plate is the regular motor vehicle registration fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title and a special motor vehicle license fee of one hundred dollars.”

SECTION
18.
Section 56‑3‑9500(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘God Bless America’ special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying passenger motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names. The special license plates must bear the words “God Bless America”, the United States Flag, and the silhouette of the State of South Carolina. Before this special license plate is produced, the department must receive written authorization for the use of any copyrighted words, registered logos, trademarks, or designs that appear on this license plate.  The special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month it is issued. The fee for this special license plate is the regular motor vehicle license fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title and a special motor vehicle license fee of sixteen dollars.”

SECTION
19.
Section 56‑3‑9600(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘No More Homeless Pets’ special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger carrying motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names which may have imprinted on the plate “No More Homeless Pets”. The special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month it is issued. The fee for this special license plate is the regular motor vehicle registration fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3, of this title, and a special motor vehicle license fee of seventy dollars.”

SECTION
20.
Section 56‑3‑9910 of the 1976 Code, as added by Act 398 of 2006, is amended to read:


“The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘Gold Star Family’ special license plates to owners of private passenger carrying motor vehicles as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names. The fee for this special license plate must be the regular motor vehicle license fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title and the special fee required by Section 56‑3‑2020. The license plates issued pursuant to this section must conform to a design agreed to by the department and the chief executive officer of the South Carolina Chapter of American Gold Star Mothers, Inc., or other similar organization operating in this State. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, of the fees collected for the special license plate, the Comptroller General shall place sufficient funds into a special restricted account to be used by the Department of Motor Vehicles to defray the expenses of the Department of Motor Vehicles in producing and administering the special plate.”

SECTION
21.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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