A HOUSE RESOLUTION

TO RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND SOUTH CAROLINA’S RECYCLERS FOR THEIR VITAL ROLE IN OUR STATE’S ECONOMY, PRESERVING OUR ENVIRONMENT, AND PROMOTING ENERGY EFFICIENCY.
Whereas, recycling in South Carolina conserves natural resources, promotes energy efficiency, protects the environment, and supports economic development.  By converting waste into valuable products, recycling creates jobs, contributes feedstock to manufacturing, and adds significant value to the South Carolina economy; and 

Whereas, promoting recycling to address challenging environmental, economic, and energy challenges has long been the policy of the State pursuant to the Solid Waste Policy and Management Act.  The General Assembly has mandated that the reuse or recycling of waste is a preferred method for treating waste; and  

Whereas, the recycling industry in this State is directly responsible for more than fifteen thousand jobs, $1.5 billion in annual personal income, and $69 million in tax revenue each year.  Overall, $6.5 billion in value is added annually to the state’s economy through the upgrading or processing of recycled materials. In addition, the recycling industry within South Carolina is projected to grow about twelve percent annually during the next five years, with an economic impact of more than $11 billion; and

Whereas, manufacturing recycled products requires, on average, seventeen times less energy than manufacturing the same products from virgin materials. In addition to the traditionally understood benefits of recycling as a conservation and waste management tool, recycling is becoming increasingly understood as an energy source available to combat the Nation’s growing energy crisis.  The amount of energy wasted from failure to recycle aluminum and steel cans, paper, printed materials, glass, and plastic translates to the annual output of fifteen medium sized power plants; and  

Whereas, energy saved in 2005 from recycling reached 900 trillion BTU’s, or the amount of energy used by nine million American households.  Recycling paper cuts energy usage in half. Every pound of steel recycled saves 5,450 BTU’s of energy, enough to light a 60‑watt bulb for over twenty-six hours. Recycling a ton of glass saves the equivalent of nine gallons of fuel oil. Recycling aluminum cans requires only about five percent of the energy needed to produce aluminum from bauxite. Recycling just one can saves enough electricity to light a 100‑watt bulb for three and one half hours; and

Whereas, the Carolina Recycling Association Business & Industry Council, the South Carolina Recycling Market Development Advisory Council, and the many recyclers across South Carolina should be commended for their tireless efforts in preserving our environment, promoting energy efficiency, and ensuring our State’s economy remains robust. Now, therefore,
Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize the thousands of employees and companies that make up the recycling industry across South Carolina for their vital role in our state’s economy, environmental policy, and energy policy and commend them for their efforts in making South Carolina a better place for all of our citizens and visitors through energy efficiency, economic development, and environmental stewardship.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Kerry Krumsiek, Executive Director of the Carolina Recycling Association, Mike Gipko, Nucor Steel and Carolina Recycling Association Business and Industry Council, and Gerald Fishbeck, United Resource Recovery Company and Chairman of the South Carolina Recycling Market Development Advisory Council.
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