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A BILL

TO AMEND CHAPTER 3, TITLE 56 OF THE 1976 CODE, TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES MAY ISSUE OPERATION DESERT STORM-DESERT SHIELD VETERANS LICENSE PLATES, OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM VETERANS LICENSE PLATES, AND OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM VETERANS LICENSE PLATES.


Amend Title To Conform

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Article 101


Operation Desert Storm‑Desert Shield Veterans Special License Plates


Section 56‑3‑10110.
(A)
The department may issue ‘Operation Desert Storm‑Desert Shield Veteran’ special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying motor vehicles or trucks as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names who are veterans of Operation Desert Storm‑Desert Shield who served on active duty in the Persian Gulf at anytime during the period of August 2, 1990, to February 28, 1991.  The motor vehicle owner must present the department with a DD214, or other official documentation that states that he served on active duty in the Persian Gulf during Operation Desert Storm‑Desert Shield, along with his application for this special license plate.  The special license plate may have imprinted on it an emblem, a seal, or other symbol that honors veterans of Operation Desert Storm‑Desert Shield.  The special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month it is issued.  The fee for this special license plate is the regular motor vehicle registration fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title and a special motor vehicle license fee of twenty dollars. 


(B)
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, from the fees collected pursuant to this section, the Comptroller General shall place sufficient funds into a special restricted account to be used by the Department of Motor Vehicles to defray the expenses of the department in producing and administering the special license plates. The remaining funds collected from the special motor vehicle license fee must be placed in the state’s general fund. 


(C)
Before the department produces and distributes a plate authorized under this section, it must receive: 



(1)
four hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. If a deposit of four thousand dollars is made by an individual or organization pursuant to this section, the department must refund the four thousand dollars once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that organization’s license plate. If the equivalent amount is not collected within four years of the first issuance of the license plate, then the department must retain the deposit; and 



(2)
a plan to market the sale of the special license plate that must be approved by the department. 


(D)
If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a particular special license plate authorized under this section, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted.”

SECTION
2.
Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Article 102


Operation Enduring Freedom 


Veterans Special License Plates


Section 56‑3‑10210.
(A)
The department may issue ‘Operation Enduring Freedom Veteran’ special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying motor vehicles or trucks as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names who are veterans of Operation Enduring Freedom who served on active duty fighting against terrorism at anytime following September 11, 2001, until the operation is completed.  The motor vehicle owner must present the department with a DD214, or other official documentation that states that he served on active duty fighting against terrorism during Operation Enduring Freedom, along with his application for this special license plate.  The special license plate may have imprinted on it an emblem, a seal, or other symbol that honors veterans of Operation Enduring Freedom.  The special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month it is issued.  The fee for this special license plate is the regular motor vehicle registration fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title and a special motor vehicle license fee of twenty dollars. 


(B)
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, from the fees collected pursuant to this section, the Comptroller General shall place sufficient funds into a special restricted account to be used by the Department of Motor Vehicles to defray the expenses of the department in producing and administering the special license plates. The remaining funds collected from the special motor vehicle license fee must be placed in the state’s general fund. 


(C)
Before the department produces and distributes a plate authorized under this section, it must receive: 



(1)
four hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. If a deposit of four thousand dollars is made by an individual or organization pursuant to this section, the department must refund the four thousand dollars once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that organization’s license plate. If the equivalent amount is not collected within four years of the first issuance of the license plate, then the department must retain the deposit; and 



(2)
a plan to market the sale of the special license plate that must be approved by the department. 


(D)
If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a particular special license plate authorized under this section, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted.” 

SECTION
3.
Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Article 103


Operation Iraqi Freedom 


Veterans Special License Plates


Section 56‑3‑10310.
(A)
The department may issue ‘Operation Iraqi Freedom Veteran’ special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying motor vehicles or trucks as defined in Section 56‑3‑630 registered in their names who are veterans of Operation Iraqi Freedom who served on active duty in Iraq or the Persian Gulf at anytime from March 20, 2003, until the operation is completed.  The motor vehicle owner must present the department with a DD214, or other official documentation that states that he served on active duty in Iraq or the Persian Gulf during Operation Iraqi Freedom, along with his application for this special license plate.  The special license plate may have imprinted on it an emblem, a seal, or other symbol that honors veterans of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  The special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month it is issued.  The fee for this special license plate is the regular motor vehicle registration fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title and a special motor vehicle license fee of twenty dollars. 


(B)
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, from the fees collected pursuant to this section, the Comptroller General shall place sufficient funds into a special restricted account to be used by the Department of Motor Vehicles to defray the expenses of the department in producing and administering the special license plates. The remaining funds collected from the special motor vehicle license fee must be placed in the state’s general fund. 


(C)
Before the department produces and distributes a plate authorized under this section, it must receive: 



(1)
four hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. If a deposit of four thousand dollars is made by an individual or organization pursuant to this section, the department must refund the four thousand dollars once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that organization’s license plate. If the equivalent amount is not collected within four years of the first issuance of the license plate, then the department must retain the deposit; and 



(2)
a plan to market the sale of the special license plate that must be approved by the department. 


(D)
If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a particular special license plate authorized under this section, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted.” 

SECTION
4.
Section 56‑3‑1240 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 56‑3‑1240.
License plates issued for motor vehicles must be attached to the outside rear of the vehicle, open to view., except that on However, with truck tractors and road tractors, the plates must be attached to the outside front of the vehicle with the exception that single unit commercial motor vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating in excess of 26,000 pounds may have the license plate on either the outside front or rear of the vehicle.  Every license plate, at all times, must be fastened securely in a horizontal and upright position to the vehicle for which it was issued so as to prevent the plate from swinging.  The bottom of the plate must be at a height of not less than twelve inches from the ground in a place and position clearly visible as provided in Section 56‑5‑4530, and it must be maintained free from foreign materials and in a clearly legible condition.  No other license plate, lighting equipment, except as permitted in Section 56‑5‑4530, tag, sign, monogram, tinted cover, or inscription of metal or other material may be displayed above, around, or upon the plate other than that which is authorized and issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles for the purpose of validating the plate.  It is not unlawful to place a decal on the license plate if it does not obscure any letters or numbers.  A motor vehicle owner may attach a trailer hitch to a motor vehicle provided the hitch does not obscure more than two inches of the license plate issued to the motor vehicle.  It is unlawful to operate or drive a motor vehicle with the license plate missing and a person who is convicted for violating this section must be punished as provided by Section 56‑3‑2520.

SECTION
5.
Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Article 77


Military Veterans Motorcycle Special License Plates


Section 56‑3‑7880.
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘Military Veterans Motorcycle’ special license plates to United States Armed Forces Veterans who own motorcycles registered in their names. The requirements for production and distribution of the plate are those set forth in Section 56‑3‑8100.  The veteran owning the motorcycle must also present to the department a copy of his DD214.  The biennial fee for this plate is the regular registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title.”

SECTION
6.
Section 56‑3‑8100 as last amended by Act 398 of 2006 is further amended to read:


“Section 56‑3‑8100.
(A)
Before the Department of Motor Vehicles produces and distributes a special license plate created by the General Assembly after January 1, 2006, it must receive: 



(1)
four hundred prepaid applications for the special license plate or four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate; 



(2)
a plan to market the sale of the special license plate which must be approved by the department;  and 



(3)
the emblem, a seal, or other symbol to be used for the plate and, if necessary, written authorization for the department to use a logo, trademark, or design that is copyrighted or registered. If the individual or organization seeking issuance of the plate submits four thousand dollars, the Comptroller General shall place that money into a restricted account to be used by the department to defray the initial cost of producing the special license plate. 


(B)
The fee for all special license plates created by the General Assembly after January 1, 2006, is the regular biennial registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title plus an additional fee to be requested by the individual or organization seeking issuance of the plate. The initial fee amount requested can only be changed every five years from the first year the plate is issued. Each special license plate must be of the same size and general design of regular motor vehicle license plates. Each special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month the special license plate is issued. 


(C)
Of the additional fee collected pursuant to this section, the Comptroller General shall place sufficient funds into a special restricted account to be used by the Department of Motor Vehicles to defray the expenses of producing and administering special license plates. Any of the remaining fee not placed in the restricted account must be distributed to an organization designated by the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. 


(D)
If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a particular special license plate, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted. 


(E)
If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for plates created pursuant to Article 12, Chapter 3, Title 56; Article 14, Chapter 3, Title 56; Article 31, Chapter 3, Title 56; Article 39, Chapter 3, Title 56; Article 40, Chapter 3, Title 56; Article 43, Chapter 3, Title 56; Article 45, Chapter 3, Title 56; Article 49, Chapter 3, Title 56; Article 50, Chapter 3, Title 56; Article 60, Chapter 3, Title 56; Article 70, Chapter 3, Title 56; Article 72, Chapter 3, Title 56; and Article 76, Chapter 3, Title 56, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted. 


(F)
The provisions contained in subsection (A)(1) and (2) do not apply to the production and distribution of the Korean War Veterans Special License Plates contained in Article 68, Chapter 3, Title 56, Gold Star Family Special License Plates contained in Article 99, Chapter 3, Title 56, or all future special license plates created by the General Assembly that recognize military veterans who have served this country.”

SECTION
7.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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