A HOUSE RESOLUTION

TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR DR. THOMAS BARTON, OF GREENVILLE COUNTY, FOR HIS SUCCESSFUL LEADERSHIP AT GREENVILLE TECHNICAL COLLEGE, AND TO CONGRATULATE HIM UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT AFTER FORTY‑SIX YEARS AS ITS ONLY PRESIDENT.

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives are grateful for the educational vision and legacy that Thomas Barton has built over forty‑six years as president of Greenville Technical College; and

Whereas, reared in Lancaster during the Great Depression, he joined the United States Navy after high school and returned home at the end of World War II; and

Whereas, as part of his own educational odyssey, Thomas Barton was known as the “Black Cat” on the Clemson University football team, earning the name for his full shock of black hair and for his agility and speed on the field while playing for the legendary Frank Howard; and

Whereas, he earned more than a reputation which placed him in the Clemson Hall of Fame and the South Carolina Hall of Fame.  He earned a bachelor’s degree from Clemson and a draft into the National Football League; and

Whereas, after an injury ended his brief professional football career with the Pittsburg Steelers, he coached high school football briefly, earned graduate degrees in educational administration, and became a school superintendent before joining the new Greenville Technical College in 1962; and 

Whereas, as its only president, Dr. Barton has led Greenville Technical College since its inception from a single building on eight acres with one hundred fifty students training in ten programs focused on trades and crafts to today’s institution on four campuses across six hundred acres with over fifteen thousand students studying for an available one hundred fifty different degrees and certificates; and

Whereas, he has instituted groundbreaking programs and innovative initiatives at Greenville Technical College by avidly studying the work of successful institutions and seeking to implement any aspect that would benefit his students; and

Whereas, the longest‑serving college president in the nation, Dr. Barton has led Greenville Technical College to enjoy national prominence as a model for two‑year colleges across the country and to become the third largest college in the State; and

Whereas, his winsome enthusiasm has inspired trust and built a consensus at Greenville Technical College through his stated philosophy, “Make a new friend every day”; and

Whereas, although the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives are saddened to learn that Dr. Barton will leave Greenville Technical College on June 30, 2008, after forty‑six years of dedicated service, they wish for him many years of health and happiness in his much‑deserved retirement.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize and honor Dr. Thomas Barton, of Greenville County, for his successful leadership at Greenville Technical College, and congratulate him upon the occasion of his retirement after forty‑six years as its only president.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Dr. Thomas Barton.
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