A HOUSE RESOLUTION

TO COMMEND THE HONORABLE ROBERT E. “BOB” WALKER, OF SPARTANBURG COUNTY, FOR HIS SIXTEEN YEARS OF OUTSTANDING AND DEDICATED SERVICE AS A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AND TO WISH HIM SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS IN ALL HIS FUTURE ENDEAVORS.

Whereas, the Honorable Robert E. “Bob” Walker, of Spartanburg County, has represented the citizens of House District 38 for sixteen years with distinction and steadfast dedication, serving as the chairman of the Education and Public Works Committee of the South Carolina House of Representatives and as the vice chairman of the Spartanburg County Delegation; and

Whereas, born the son of Irene C. and Holland E. Walker in Landrum on July 20, 1942, Bob Walker earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of South Carolina in 1965 and learned to fly in the ROTC program there; and 

Whereas, he distinguished himself as an officer and pilot in the United States Air Force from 1966 to 1970, where he received numerous commendations, and as a result developed a deep appreciation for our men and women in uniform and for our veterans; and

Whereas, in 1966, Bob Walker married his beloved wife Martha A. Johnson, and together they raised a fine son, Robert Gregory “Greg” Walker; and

Whereas, a lieutenant colonel, Greg followed his father into the United States Air Force as a pilot, flying missions in Iraq and Afghanistan, and he and his wife Robyn have blessed his parents with three adoring grandchildren, Sara, Tommy, and Emma; and

Whereas, Bob Walker served his community as a member of the Spartanburg County District One School Board from 1983 to 1991 and the Spartanburg County School Board from 1991 to 1992, as a member of the advisory board of Landrum First National Bank, as treasurer and foundation trustee of the Landrum Lions Club, and as a deacon of Landrum First Baptist Church; and

Whereas, he was named the Landrum Lion of the Year in 1977 and 1979 and was elected to the South Carolina Lion Hall of Fame in 1990, and in 1997 he was selected as the South Carolina Independent Insurance Agent of the Year; and

Whereas, Bob Walker introduced legislation that reestablished the South Carolina Aeronautics Commission, and the South Carolina Aviation Association acknowledged his passion and skill as a pilot by awarding him the 2004 Spirit of Aviation Award and naming him the 2007 Aviator of the Year, and in 2007 he was named to the South Carolina Aviation Hall of Fame; and

Whereas, during his service as a member and as chairman of the Education and Public Works Committee, he helped to negotiate the final provisions of the 1998 Education Accountability Act, supported replacing the state’s education funding formula, and sponsored legislation that established the Statewide Public Charter School District, the South Carolina Virtual School Program, the expansion of four-year-old kindergarten, and the Education and Economic Development Act of 2005; and 

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives will miss the devotion and leadership that Bob Walker has brought to the House of Representatives on behalf of his constituents and all South Carolinians and wish him continued success as he continues to serve his community in various arenas.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, commend the Honorable Robert E. “Bob” Walker, of Spartanburg County, for his sixteen years of outstanding and dedicated service as a member of the House of Representatives, and wish him success and happiness in all his future endeavors.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to the Honorable Robert E. “Bob” Walker.
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