A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ENACTING THE “SOUTH CAROLINA ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION IDENTITY FRAUD AND FRAUD PREVENTION ACT,” BY ADDING CHAPTER 29 TO TITLE 8, RELATING TO THE VERIFICATION OF A PERSON’S LAWFUL PRESENCE IN THE UNITED STATES, SO AS TO REQUIRE THAT EVERY AGENCY OR POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THIS STATE VERIFY THE LAWFUL PRESENCE IN THE UNITED STATES OF ANY NATURAL PERSON EIGHTEEN OR OLDER WHO HAS APPLIED FOR STATE OR LOCAL PUBLIC BENEFITS, AS DEFINED BY FEDERAL LAW, THAT ARE ADMINISTERED BY AN AGENCY OR POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THIS STATE, TO REQUIRE ENFORCEMENT OF THIS PROVISION WITHOUT REGARD TO RACE, RELIGION, GENDER, ETHNICITY, OR NATIONAL ORIGIN, TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS FOR VERIFICATION OF A PERSON’S LAWFUL PRESENCE IN THE UNITED STATES, TO PROVIDE A PROCEDURE FOR A PERSON TO VERIFY HIS LAWFUL PRESENCE IN THE UNITED STATES, INCLUDING EXECUTING AN AFFIDAVIT THAT THE PERSON IS A UNITED STATES CITIZEN OR LEGAL PERMANENT RESIDENT OR A QUALIFIED ALIEN OR NONIMMIGRANT UNDER THE IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION ACT, TO REQUIRE THAT ELIGIBILITY FOR BENEFITS SHALL BE MADE THROUGH THE FEDERAL SYSTEMATIC ALIEN VERIFICATION OF ENTITLEMENT PROGRAM MAINTAINED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY, TO MAKE IT A FELONY IF A PERSON KNOWINGLY AND WILLFULLY MAKES A FALSE, FICTITIOUS, OR FRAUDULENT STATEMENT OR REPRESENTATION IN AN AFFIDAVIT OR AIDS OR ABETS ANOTHER PERSON IN KNOWINGLY AND WILLFULLY MAKING A FALSE, FICTITIOUS, OR FRAUDULENT STATEMENT OR REPRESENTATION IN AN AFFIDAVIT, OR SOLICITS OR CONSPIRES TO MAKE A FALSE, FICTITIOUS OR FRAUDULENT STATEMENT IN A REPRESENTATION IN AN AFFIDAVIT AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR A VIOLATION, TO PROVIDE THAT PERSONS CONVICTED OF A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION ARE JOINTLY AND SEVERABLY LIABLE FOR LOSSES SUFFERED AS A RESULT OF THEIR ACTIONS, AND TO REQUIRE THAT ANY PERSON CONVICTED OF  A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION MUST DISGORGE ANY BENEFIT RECEIVED OR MAKE RESTITUTION TO THE AGENCY OR POLITICAL SUBDIVISION THAT ADMINISTERED THE BENEFIT;  TO ADD SECTION 16‑13‑525, SO AS TO REQUIRE THAT A PERSON CONVICTED OF FINANCIAL IDENTITY FRAUD OR IDENTITY FRAUD INVOLVING THE FALSE, FICTITIOUS, OR FRAUDULENT CREATION OR USE OF DOCUMENTS THAT ENABLE A PERSON WHO IS NOT AUTHORIZED TO LIVE OR WORK IN THE UNITED STATES TO RECEIVE BENEFITS ADMINISTERED BY AN AGENCY OR POLITICAL SUBDIVISION MUST DISGORGE ANY BENEFIT RECEIVED OR MAKE RESTITUTION TO THE AGENCY OR POLITICAL SUBDIVISION THAT ADMINISTERED THE BENEFIT, AND TO PERMIT THAT ANY PERSON WHO SUFFERS A LOSS OF MONEY OR OTHER PROPERTY AS A RESULT OF A PERSON’S FINANCIAL IDENTITY FRAUD OR IDENTITY FRAUD INVOLVING AN IMMIGRATION RELATED MATTER MAY BRING AN ACTION TO RECOVER DAMAGES AGAINST ANYONE CONVICTED OF THE VIOLATION, TO MAKE PERSONS WHO COMMIT FINANCIAL IDENTITY FRAUD AND IDENTITY FRAUD IN IMMIGRATION RELATED MATTERS JOINTLY AND SEVERABLY LIABLE, AND TO PERMIT THE AWARD OF ATTORNEYS FEES AND COSTS IN CIVIL ACTIONS; TO ADD CHAPTER 83 TO TITLE 40 OF THE 1976 CODE SO AS TO REQUIRE THE REGISTRATION OF IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE SERVICES, TO REQUIRE ALL IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE SERVICES TO OBTAIN A LICENSE FROM THE SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION, TO PROVIDE DEFINITIONS, TO LIST THE SERVICES THAT IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE SERVICES MAY PROVIDE, TO PROHIBIT IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE SERVICES FROM ACCEPTING PAYMENT IN EXCHANGE FOR PROVIDING LEGAL ADVICE, FOR REFUSING TO RETURN DOCUMENTS SUPPLIED BY, PREPARED FOR, OR PAID FOR BY A CUSTOMER, FOR REPRESENTING OR ADVERTISING, IN CONNECTION WITH PROVIDING IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE SERVICES, CERTAIN TITLES TO INCLUDE ‘NOTARY PUBLIC’, OR ‘IMMIGRATION CONSULTANT’, OR FOR PROVIDING LEGAL ADVICE, OR MAKING ANY MISREPRESENTATION OR FALSE STATEMENT TO INFLUENCE, PERSUADE, OR INDUCE PATRONAGE, TO PROVIDE FOR CIVIL AND CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR ANYONE WHO KNOWINGLY AND WILLFULLY MAKES A FALSE, FICTITIOUS, OR FRAUDULENT STATEMENT OR REPRESENTATION IN ANY DOCUMENT PREPARED AS PART OF THE PROVISION OF IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE SERVICES, OR WHO AIDS OR ABETS A PERSON IN KNOWINGLY AND WILLFULLY MAKING A FALSE, FICTITIOUS, OR FRAUDULENT STATEMENT OR REPRESENTATION IN ANY DOCUMENT PREPARED AS PART OF THE PROVISION OF IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE SERVICES, OR WHO SOLICITS OR CONSPIRES WITH ANYONE TO MAKE A FALSE, FICTITIOUS, OR FRAUDULENT STATEMENT IN ANY DOCUMENT PREPARED AS PART OF THE PROVISION OF IMMIGRATION ASSISTANCE SERVICES, TO INCLUDE PRISON TIME, CRIMINAL PENALTIES, JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITY, TREBLE DAMAGES, JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITY, ATTORNEYS FEES AND COSTS; TO AMEND SECTION 14‑7‑1630 OF THE 197 CODE, RELATING TO THE JURISDICTION OF THE STATE GRAND JURY, TO INCLUDE CRIMES INVOLVING THE KNOWING AND WILLFUL MAKING OR AIDING AND ABETTING IN THE MAKING, OR SOLICITING OR CONSPIRING IN THE MAKING OF FALSE, FICTITIOUS OR FRAUDULENT STATEMENTS OR REPRESENTATIONS IN AFFIDAVITS OR DOCUMENTS RELATED TO IMMIGRATION RELATED MATTERS IF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF VIOLATIONS EXCEEDS TWENTY OR IF THE TOTAL BENEFIT RECEIVED OR TOTAL LOSS OF MONEY OR PROPERTY EXCEEDS TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS.  

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
This act may be cited as the “South Carolina Illegal Immigration Identity Theft and Fraud Prevention Act.”  

SECTION
2.
Title 8 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“CHAPTER 29


Verification of Lawful Presence in the United States


Section 8‑29‑10.
(A)
Except as provided in subsection (C) of this section or where exempted by federal law, on or after July 1, 2008, every agency or political subdivision of this State shall verify the lawful presence in the United States of any natural person eighteen years of age or older who has applied for state or local public benefits, as defined in 8 U.S.C. Section 1621, or for federal public benefits, as defined in 8 U.S.C. Section 1611, that are administered by an agency or a political subdivision of this State.


(B)
This section shall be enforced without regard to race, religion, gender, ethnicity, or national origin.


(C)
Verification of lawful presence under this section shall not be required:



(1)
for any purpose for which lawful presence in the United States is not required by law, ordinance, or regulation;



(2)
for assistance for health care items and services that are necessary for the treatment of an emergency medical condition, as defined in 42 U.S.C. Section 1396b(v)(3), of the person involved and are not related to an organ transplant procedure;



(3)
for short‑term, noncash, in‑kind emergency disaster relief;



(4)
for public health assistance for immunizations with respect to immunizable diseases and for testing and treatment of symptoms of communicable diseases whether or not such symptoms are caused by a communicable disease;



(5)
for programs, services, or assistance such as soup kitchens, crisis counseling and intervention, and short‑term shelter specified by the United States Attorney General, in the United States Attorney General’s sole and unreviewable discretion after consultation with appropriate federal agencies and departments, which:




(a)
deliver in‑kind services at the community level, including through public or private nonprofit agencies; 




(b)
do not condition the provision of assistance, the amount of assistance provided, or the cost of assistance provided on the individual recipient’s income or resources; and 




(c)
are necessary for the protection of life or safety;



(6)
for prenatal care;



(7)
for postsecondary education, whereby the Department of Education shall set forth, or cause to be set forth, policies regarding postsecondary benefits that comply with all federal law including, but not limited to, public benefits as described in 8 U.S.C. Section 1611, 1621, or 1623; or



(8)
for any benefits, programs, services or any other assistance provided to victims of domestic violence, irrespective of their immigration status, under the Violence Against Women Act of 2000, Public Law Number 106‑386, or the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act, Public Law Number 104‑208.


(D)
Verification of lawful presence in the United States by the agency or political subdivision required to make such verification shall occur as follows:



(1)
the applicant must execute an affidavit that he or she is a United States citizen or legal permanent resident eighteen years of age or older; or



(2)
the applicant must execute an affidavit that he or she is a qualified alien or nonimmigrant under the Federal Immigration and Nationality Act, Public Law 82‑414, eighteen years of age or older, and lawfully present in the United States.


(E)
For any applicant who has executed an affidavit that he or she is an alien lawfully present in the United States, eligibility for benefits shall be made through the Systematic Alien Verification of Entitlement (SAVE) program operated by the United States Department of Homeland Security or a successor program designated by the United States Department of Homeland Security.  Until such eligibility verification is made, the affidavit shall be presumed to be proof of lawful presence for the purposes of this section.


(F)
Any person who knowingly and willfully makes a false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation in an affidavit executed pursuant to this subsection, or who aids or abets a person in knowingly and willfully making a false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation in an affidavit executed pursuant to this section, or who solicits or conspires to make a false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation in an affidavit executed pursuant to this section shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be fined in the discretion of the court or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.  In addition, a person convicted pursuant to this section must disgorge any benefit received or make restitution, or both, to the agency or political subdivision of this State that administered the benefit or entitlement program.  It shall constitute a separate violation of this section each time a person receives a public benefit based on such a statement or representation.  A conviction and fine charged pursuant to this section shall not preempt or preclude additional appropriate civil or criminal charges or penalties.  A person who suffers any ascertainable loss of money or property, real or personal, as a result of the actions of  anyone convicted of a violation of this subsection may bring an action, individually, or in a representative capacity, to recover actual damages.  If the court finds that a violation has been established, the court shall award three times the actual damages sustained and may provide such other relief as it considers necessary and proper.  Upon a finding by the court of a violation, the court shall award to the person bringing such action under this section reasonable attorney’s fees and costs.  


(G)
Persons convicted of a violation of this subsection are jointly and severably liable for any loss suffered by a person  or  an agency or political subdivision of the State.  


(H)
If an affidavit constitutes a false claim of U.S. citizenship under 18 U.S.C. Section 911, a complaint shall be filed by the agency or political subdivision with the United States Attorney for the District of South Carolina.


(I)
It shall be unlawful for any agency or a political subdivision of this State to provide any state, local, or federal benefit, as defined in 8 U.S.C. Section 1621 or 8 U.S.C. Section 1611, in violation of this section.  Each state agency or department that administers any program of state or local public benefits shall provide an annual report with respect to its compliance with this section.


(J)
All errors and significant delays by SAVE or its successor program shall be reported to the United States Department of Homeland Security and to the Secretary of State which shall monitor SAVE and its verification application errors and significant delays and report yearly on these errors and significant delays to ensure that SAVE is not wrongfully denying benefits to legal residents of South Carolina.”

SECTION
3.
Chapter 13, Title 16 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 16‑13‑525.
(A)
In addition to the penalties provided for in this chapter, a person who is convicted of, pleads guilty to, or enters into a plea of nolo contendre to financial identity fraud or identity fraud involving the false, fictitious, or fraudulent creation or use of documents that enable a person who is not authorized to live or work in the United States to live or work in the United States, or to receive benefits administered by an agency or political subdivision of this State,  must disgorge any benefit received or make restitution to the agency or political subdivision that administered the benefit or entitlement program, or both.  A criminal charge pursuant to this chapter shall not preempt or preclude additional appropriate civil or criminal charges or penalties.


(B)
A person who suffers any ascertainable loss of money or property, real or personal, as a result of a conviction or plea to a violation of financial identity fraud or identity fraud involving a matter described in subsection (A), may bring an action individually, or in a representative capacity, to recover actual damages against any person convicted of the violation.  If a court finds that a violation has been established, the court shall award three times the actual damages sustained and may provide such other relief as it considers necessary or proper.  Upon the finding by the court of a violation, the court shall award to the person bringing this action pursuant to this section reasonable attorney’s fees and costs.


(C)
A person convicted of a violation of this subsection is jointly and severably liable for a loss suffered by a person or an agency or political subdivision of the State.”

SECTION
4.
Title 40 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:

“CHAPTER 83

Registration of Immigration Assistance Services


Section 40‑83‑10.
As used in this chapter, the term:


(A)
‘Compensation’ means money, property, services, promise of payment, or anything else of value.


(B)
‘Director’ means the Director of the South Carolina Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation, or his designee.


(C)
‘Employed by’ means that a person is on the payroll of the employer and the employer deducts from the employee’s paycheck social security and withholding taxes or that a person receives compensation from the employer on a commission basis or as an independent contractor.


(D)
‘Immigration assistance service’ means information or action provided or offered to customers or prospective customers related to immigration matters, excluding legal advice, recommending a specific course of legal action or providing other assistance that requires legal analysis, legal judgment, or interpretation of the law.


(E)
‘Immigration matter’ means a proceeding, filing, or action affecting the nonimmigrant, immigrant, or citizenship status of any person that arises under:



(1)
immigration and naturalization law, executive order, or presidential proclamation of the United States or any foreign country; or



(2)
action of the United States Department of Labor, the United States Department of State, the United States Department of Homeland Security, or the United States Department of Justice.


Section 43‑83‑20.
(A)
A person who provides or offers to provide immigration assistance service shall perform only the following services:



(1)
completing a government agency form, requested by the customer and appropriate to the customer’s needs only if the completion of that form does not involve a legal judgment for that particular matter;



(2)
transcribing responses to a government agency form that is related to an immigration matter but not advising a customer as to his or her answers on those forms;



(3)
translating information on forms to a customer and translating the customer’s answers to questions posed on those forms;



(4)
securing for the customer supporting documents currently in existence, such as birth and marriage certificates, which may be needed to be submitted with government agency forms;



(5)
translating documents from a foreign language into English;



(6)
notarizing signatures on government agency forms, if the person performing the service is a notary public commissioned in the State of South Carolina and is lawfully present in the United States;



(7)
making referrals, without a fee, to attorneys who could undertake legal representation for a person in an immigration matter;



(8)
preparing or arranging for the preparation of photographs and fingerprints;



(9)
arranging for the performance of medical testing (including X‑rays and AIDS tests) and the obtaining of reports of such test results;



(10)
conducting English language and civics courses; and



(11)
performing such other services that the director determines by rule may be appropriately performed by such persons in light of the purposes of this chapter.


(B)
The following persons are exempt from this chapter:



(1)
an attorney licensed to practice law in South Carolina or an attorney licensed to practice law in another state or territory of the United States or in a foreign country when acting with the approval of a judge having lawful jurisdiction over the matter;



(2)
a legal intern, clerk, paralegal, or person in a similar position employed by and under the direct supervision of a licensed attorney meeting the requirements in item (1) of this subsection and rendering immigration assistance service in the course of employment; or



(3)
a not‑for‑profit organization recognized by the Board of Immigration Appeals under 8 C.F.R. 292.2(a), to include, but not be limited to, religious, charitable, social service, or similar organizations, and employees of those organizations accredited under 8 C.F.R. 292.2(d).


(C)
Nothing in this chapter shall regulate any business to the extent that such regulation is prohibited or preempted by federal law.


(D)
A person performing such services shall obtain a license from the director and as may be required by a local governing authority.


(E)
A person who provides or offers immigration assistance service and is not exempted under this chapter shall post signs at his or her place of business setting forth information in English and in every other language in which the person provides or offers to provide immigration assistance service.  Each language shall be on a separate sign.  Signs shall be posted in a location where the signs will be visible to customers.  Each sign shall be at least twelve inches by seventeen inches and shall contain the following statement:


‘I AM NOT AN ATTORNEY LICENSED TO PRACTICE LAW AND MAY NOT GIVE LEGAL ADVICE OR ACCEPT FEES FOR LEGAL ADVICE.’


(F)
Each person engaged in immigration assistance service who is not an attorney who advertises immigration assistance service in a language other than English, whether by radio, television, signs, pamphlets, newspapers, or other written communication, with the exception of a single desk plaque, must include in the document, advertisement, stationery, letterhead, business card, or other comparable written material the following notice in English and the language in which the written communication appears.  This notice shall be of a conspicuous font size, if in writing, and shall state:  


‘I AM NOT AN ATTORNEY LICENSED TO PRACTICE LAW AND MAY NOT GIVE LEGAL ADVICE OR ACCEPT FEES FOR LEGAL ADVICE.’  


If an advertisement is by radio or television, the statement may be modified but must include substantially the same information.


(G)
A person who provides or offers immigration assistance service and is not exempted under this chapter shall not, in any document, advertisement, stationery, letterhead, business card, or other comparable written material, literally translate from English into another language terms or titles including, but not limited to, notary public, licensed attorney, lawyer, or any other term that implies the person is an attorney.


(H)
A person engaged in providing immigration services who is not exempted under this chapter must not do any of the following:



(1)
accept payment in exchange for providing legal advice or any other assistance that requires legal analysis, legal judgment, or interpretation of the law;



(2)
refuse to return documents supplied by, prepared on behalf of, or paid for by the customer upon the request of the customer.  These documents must be returned upon request even if there is a fee dispute between the immigration assistant and the customer;



(3)
represent or advertise, in connection with providing assistance in immigration matters, other titles or credentials, including, but not limited to, ‘notary public’ or ‘immigration consultant’, that could cause a customer to believe that the person possesses special professional skills or is authorized to provide advice on an immigration matter, provided that a certified notary public may use the term ‘notary public’ if the use is accompanied by the statement that the person is not an attorney.  The term ‘notary public’ may not be translated into another language;



(4)
provide legal advice, recommend a specific course of legal action, or provide any other assistance that requires legal analysis, legal judgment, or interpretation of the law; or



(5)
make any misrepresentation or false statement, directly or indirectly, to influence, persuade, or induce patronage.


(I)
Violations of this chapter may result in a civil penalty of up to one thousand dollars per violation and the revocation of the business license of the immigration assistance service.  A fine charged pursuant to this chapter shall not preempt or preclude additional appropriate civil or criminal penalties to include disgorgement and restitution.


(J)
Any person who knowingly and willfully makes a false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation in any document prepared or executed as part of the provision of immigration assistance services in an immigration matter pursuant to this chapter, or anyone who aids or abets a person in knowingly and willfully making a false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation in any document prepared or executed as part of the provision of immigration assistance services in an immigration matter pursuant to this chapter, or who solicits or conspires to make a false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation in any document prepared or executed as part of the provision of immigration assistance services in an immigration matter pursuant to this chapter shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be fined in the discretion of the court or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both.  In addition, a person convicted of this subsection must disgorge any benefit received or make restitution, or both, to the agency or political subdivision that administered the benefit or entitlement program.  It shall constitute a separate violation of this subsection each time a person knowingly and willfully makes, aids, or abets in the making of, or solicits or conspires to make a false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation in any document prepared or executed pursuant to this subsection.  A criminal charge pursuant to this chapter shall not preempt or preclude additional appropriate civil or criminal charges or penalties.  A person who suffers any ascertainable loss of money or property, real or personal, as a result of a conviction or plea to a violation of this subsection may bring an action individually, or in a representative capacity, to recover actual damages from any person convicted of the violation of this subsection. If the court finds that a violation has been established, the court shall award three times the actual damages sustained and may provide such other relief as it considers necessary or proper.  Upon the finding by the court of a violation, the court shall award to the person bringing such action under this section reasonable attorney’s fees and costs.


(K)
Persons convicted of a violation of this subsection are jointly and severably liable for any loss suffered by any person  or  any agency or political subdivision of the State.  


(L)
The director shall promulgate regulations not inconsistent with this chapter for the implementation, administration, and enforcement of this chapter in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 23 of Title 1 of the South Carolina Code of Laws.


(M)
This chapter shall not apply to anyone employed by or working for an educational institution who is registered as a designated school official with the SEVIS program, or a successor program, operated by the United States Department of Homeland Security.”

SECTION
5.
Section 14‑7‑1630 of the 1976 Code is amended to read: 


“Section 14‑7‑1630.
(A)
The jurisdiction of a state grand jury impaneled under this article extends throughout the State.  The subject matter jurisdiction of a state grand jury in all cases is limited to the following offenses: 



(1)
a crime involving narcotics, dangerous drugs, or controlled substances, or a crime arising out of or in connection with a crime involving narcotics, dangerous drugs, or controlled substances including, but not limited to, money laundering as specified in Section 44‑53‑475, obstruction of justice, perjury or subornation of perjury, or any attempt, aiding, abetting, solicitation, or conspiracy to commit one of the aforementioned crimes if the crime is of a multi‑county nature or has transpired or is transpiring or has significance in more than one county of this State; 



(2)
a crime, statutory, common law or other, involving public corruption as defined in Section 14‑7‑1615, a crime, statutory, common law or other, arising out of or in connection with a crime involving public corruption as defined in Section 14‑7‑1615, and any attempt, aiding, abetting, solicitation, or conspiracy to commit a crime, statutory, common law or other, involving public corruption as defined in Section 14‑7‑1615; 



(3)
a crime involving the election laws including, but not limited to, those named offenses as specified in Title 7, or a common law crime involving the election laws if not superseded, or a crime arising out of or in connection with the election laws, or any attempt, aiding, abetting, solicitation, or conspiracy to commit a crime involving the election laws; 



(4)
a crime involving computer crimes, pursuant to Chapter 16, Title 16, or a conspiracy or solicitation to commit a crime involving computer crimes; 



(5)
a crime involving terrorism, or a conspiracy or solicitation to commit a crime involving terrorism.  Terrorism includes an activity that: 




(a)
involves an act dangerous to human life that is a violation of the criminal laws of this State; 




(b)
appears to be intended to: 





(i)

intimidate or coerce a civilian population; 





(ii)
influence the policy of a government by intimidation or coercion; or 





(iii)
affect the conduct of a government by mass destruction, assassination, or kidnapping; and 




(c)
occurs primarily within the territorial jurisdiction of this State; 



(6)
a crime involving a violation of Chapter 1, Title 35 of the Uniform Securities Act, or a crime related to securities fraud or a violation of the securities laws; 



(7)
a crime involving obscenity including, but not limited to, a crime as provided in Article 3, Chapter 15, Title 16 or any attempt, aiding, abetting, solicitation, or conspiracy to commit a crime involving obscenity;  and 



(8)
a knowing and willful crime involving actual and substantial harm to the water, ambient air, soil or land, or both soil and land.  Such a crime includes a knowing and willful violation of the Pollution Control Act, the Atomic Energy and Radiation Control Act, the State Underground Petroleum Environmental Response Bank Act, the State Safe Drinking Water Act, the Hazardous Waste Management Act, the Infectious Waste Management Act, the Solid Waste Policy and Management Act, the Erosion and Sediment Control Act, the South Carolina Mining Act, and the Coastal Zone Management Act, or any knowing and willful crime arising out of or in connection with environmental laws, or any attempt, aiding, abetting, solicitation, or conspiracy to commit a knowing and willful crime involving the environment if the anticipated actual damages, including, but not limited to, the cost of remediation, are two million dollars or more, as certified by an independent environmental engineer who shall be contracted by the Department of Health and Environmental Control.  If the knowing and willful crime is a violation of federal law, then a conviction or an acquittal under federal law for the same act is a bar to the impaneling of a state grand jury pursuant to this section.;



(9)
a crime involving the knowing and willful making of, aiding or abetting in the making of, or soliciting or conspiring to make a false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation in an affidavit regarding a person’s lawful presence in the United States, as defined in Section 8‑9‑10, if the number of such violations exceeds twenty, or if the public benefit received by a person from any such violation or combination of such violations exceeds twenty thousand dollars;  



(10)
a crime involving financial identity fraud or identity fraud involving the false, fictitious, or fraudulent creation or use of documents used in an immigration matter as defined in Section 16‑13‑525, if the number of such violations exceeds twenty, or if the value of any ascertainable loss of money or property suffered by any person or persons from any such violation or combination of such violations exceeds twenty thousand dollars;



(11)
a crime involving the knowing and willful making of, aiding or abetting in the making of, or soliciting or conspiring to make a false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation in any document prepared or executed as part of the provision of immigration assistance services in an immigration matter, as defined in Section 40‑83‑30, if the number of such violations exceeds twenty, or if any benefit received by any person from any such violation or combination of such violations exceeds twenty thousand dollars.

(B)
Whenever the Attorney General and the Chief of the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division consider it necessary and normal investigative or prosecutorial procedures are not adequate, the Attorney General may petition in writing to the chief administrative judge of the judicial circuit in which he seeks to impanel a state grand jury for an order impaneling a state grand jury.  This judge is referred to in this article as the impaneling judge.  The petition must allege the type of offenses to be inquired into and, in the case of those offenses contained in subsection (A)(1), must allege that these offenses may be of a multi‑county nature or have transpired or are transpiring or have significance in more than one county of the State.  The petition in all instances must specify that the public interest is served by the impanelment. 


(C)
In all investigations of crimes specified in subsection (A)(8), except in matters where the Department of Health and Environmental Control or its officers or employees are the subjects of the investigation, the Commissioner of the Department of Health and Environmental Control must consult with and, after investigation, provide a formal written recommendation to the Attorney General and the Chief of the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division.  The Attorney General and the Chief of the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division must consider the impaneling of a state grand jury necessary before the Attorney General presents a petition, which includes the commissioner’s written recommendation, to the chief administrative judge pursuant to Section 14‑7‑1630(B). 



(1)
In the case of evidence brought to the attention of the Attorney General, the Chief of the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division, or the Department of Health and Environmental Control by an employee or former employee of the alleged violating entity, there must also be separate, credible evidence of the violation in addition to the testimony or documents provided by the employee or former employee of the alleged violating entity. 



(2)
Where an individual employee performs a criminal violation of the environmental laws that results in actual and substantial harm pursuant to subsection (A)(8) and which prompts an investigation authorized by this article, only the individual employee is subject to the investigation unless or until there is separate, credible evidence that the individual’s employer knew of, concealed, directed, or condoned the employee’s action. 


(D)
The impaneling judge, after due consideration of the petition, may order the impanelment of a state grand jury in accordance with the petition for a term of twelve calendar months.  Upon petition by the Attorney General, the then chief administrative judge of the judicial circuit in which a state grand jury was impaneled, by order, may extend the term of that state grand jury for a period of six months but the term of that state grand jury, including any extension thereof, shall not exceed two years. 


(E)
The chief administrative judge of the circuit wherein a state grand jury is sitting shall preside over that state grand jury during his tenure as chief administrative judge.  The successor chief administrative judge shall assume all duties and responsibilities with regard to any state grand jury impaneled before his term, including, but not limited to, presiding over the state grand jury and ruling on petitions to extend its term.  This judge is referred to in this article as the presiding judge. 


(F)
The presiding judge may discharge a state grand jury prior to the end of its original term or any extension thereof, upon a determination that its business has been completed or upon the request of the Attorney General. 


(G)
If, at any time within the original term of any state grand jury or any extension thereof, the presiding judge determines that the state grand jury is not conducting investigative activity within its jurisdiction or proper investigative activity, the presiding judge may limit the investigation so that the investigation conforms with the jurisdiction of the state grand jury and existing law or he may discharge the state grand jury.  An order issued pursuant to this subsection or under subsection (F) shall not become effective less than ten days after the date on which it is issued and actual notice given to the Attorney General and the foreman of the state grand jury, and may be appealed by the Attorney General to the Supreme Court.  If an appeal from the order is made, the state grand jury, except as is otherwise ordered by the Supreme Court, shall continue to exercise its powers pending disposition of the appeal.”
SECTION
6.
All requirements of this act concerning immigration or the classification of immigration status must be construed in conformity with federal immigration law.

SECTION
7.
If any section, subsection, item, subitem, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this act is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such holding shall not affect the constitutionality or validity of the remaining portions of this act, the General Assembly hereby declaring that it would have passed this act, and each and every section, subsection, item, subitem, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, and word thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more other sections, subsections, items, subitems, paragraphs, subparagraphs, sentences, clauses, phrases, or words hereof may be declared to be unconstitutional, invalid, or otherwise ineffective.
SECTION
8.
Except as otherwise provided, this act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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