A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 15‑35‑410 SO AS TO PROVIDE a judgment by default in a civil action may not be entered against a person in active military service of the United States or the South Carolina National Guard if the person has not made an appearance in a court in which the action is pending due to the fulfillment of his military obligation, and to provide exceptions for compliance with certain federal law and for the enforcement of child support and spousal support.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Article 3, Chapter 35, Title 15 is amended by adding:


“Section 15‑35‑410.
Notwithstanding another provision of law, a judgment by default in a civil action may not be entered against a person in active military service of the United States or the South Carolina National Guard if the person has not made an appearance in a court in which the action is pending due to the fulfillment of his military obligation, unless:


(1)
full compliance has been made with the provisions of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. Section 521; or


(2)
the action relates to the enforcement of an order for child support or spousal support.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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