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THE COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL,

MILITARY, PUBLIC AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS

To whom was referred a Bill (S. 95) to amend Section 40-15-172 of the 1976 Code, relating to mobile dental facilities, to provide that a registrant must keep records at a central office location, etc., respectfully

REPORT:

That they have duly and carefully considered the same and recommend that the same do pass:

LEON HOWARD for Committee.

            
STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT
ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT ON GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES:

$0 (No additional expenditures or savings are expected)

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT ON FEDERAL & OTHER FUND EXPENDITURES:

$0 (No additional expenditures or savings are expected)

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT:


The Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation reports this bill will have no impact on the General Fund of the State or on federal and/or other funds.


Approved By:

Don Addy


Office of State Budget

A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 40-15-172 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO MOBILE DENTAL FACILITIES, TO PROVIDE THAT A REGISTRANT MUST KEEP RECORDS AT A CENTRAL OFFICE LOCATION OR AT THE PORTABLE DENTAL OPERATION, AND TO PROVIDE THAT IN THE INSTANCE OF A FEE FOR SERVICE PATIENT, THE REGISTRANT MUST PROVIDE THE PATIENT WITH A DESCRIPTION OF THE FEES ASSOCIATED WITH THE TREATMENT.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Section 40-15-172 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


"Section 40-15-172.
(A)(1)
An organization or dental practice utilizing a licensed dentist to operate one or more mobile dental facilities or portable dental operations shall register with the board by submitting an application in the form and manner required by the board and shall pay a registration fee, as established by the board in regulation. These fees must be adjusted in accordance with Chapter 1 of Title 40.



(2)
If the ownership of a mobile dental facility or portable dental operation changes, a new registration must be obtained from the board.



(3)
An applicant shall submit proof of registration with the Secretary of State, as may be required by law, authorizing the entity to do business in this State.


(B)
A registrant, in addition to the other requirements of this section, shall ensure that:



(1)
a dentist licensed to practice in this State is responsible at all times for services provided at a mobile dental facility or portable dental operation;



(2)
dental services provided at a mobile dental facility or portable dental operation are provided by persons authorized by law to provide these services;



(3)
each dentist and dental hygienist providing dental services in a mobile dental facility or portable dental operation displays his or her authorization to practice in this State in plain view of patients;



(4)
dental and official records are maintained and available for inspection and copying upon request by the board;



(5)
a confidential written or electronic record is maintained at each mobile dental facility a central office location or portable dental operation documenting each location where services are provided, including:




(a)
the street address of the service location;




(b)
the dates and times at each service location;




(c)
the dental services provided to each patient by name;



(6)
confidential written or electronic records, maintained in accordance with item (5), are available to the board on request and that costs for providing these records are borne by each mobile dental facility or portable dental operation;



(7)
a written procedure for emergency or follow-up care for patients treated in the mobile dental facility or portable dental operation is kept where services are being provided and that this procedure includes prior arrangements for emergency or follow-up treatment in a medical or dental facility, as may be appropriate, located in the area where services are being provided;



(8)
communication devices are available to enable immediate contact with appropriate persons in the event of a medical or dental emergency;



(9)
the mobile dental facility or portable dental operation complies with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and ordinances including, but not limited to, those concerning radiographic equipment, flammability, construction, sanitation, zoning, infectious waste management, universal precautions, OSHA guidelines, and federal Centers for Disease Control guidelines, and the registrant possesses all applicable county, state, and city licenses or permits to operate the unit at the location where services are being provided; and that carbon monoxide detection devices are installed and in proper working order in mobile dental facilities only;



(10)
during or at the conclusion of each patient's visit to the mobile dental facility or portable dental operation, the patient, or patient's parent or guardian if the patient is a minor, is provided with an information sheet and that if the patient has provided consent to an institutional facility to assist in the patient's dental health records, the institution is provided with a copy of the information sheet. An institutional facility includes, but is not limited to, a long term care facility or school, and that the information sheet includes the following:




(a)
pertinent contact information as provided by this section;




(b)
the name of the dentist and other dental staff who provided services and their license numbers, if applicable;




(c)
a description of the treatment rendered, including billed service codes and, in the instance of fee for service patients, fees associated with treatment and tooth numbers when appropriate;




(d)
a description of any dental needs either observed during a hygienist's screening or diagnosed during a dentist's evaluation;




(e)
recommendation that the patient see another dentist if the mobile dental facility or the portable dental operation is unable to provide the follow up treatment described in subitem (d);



(11)
patient records are maintained by the registrant in a secure manner and that notice is given to the board not less than thirty days before any transfer of records from the registrant's possession.


(C)
A violation of a provision of law or regulation regulating the practice of dentistry, dental hygiene, or the operation of mobile dental facilities or portable dental operations may result in disciplinary action as provided in this chapter.


(D)
A person or entity that is not registered with the board in accordance with this section is not entitled to reimbursement or other compensation for any services provided in this State.


(E)
For the purposes of this section 'mobile dental facility or portable dental operation' means a facility or operation that is not confined to a single building and that can be transported from place to place."

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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