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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR DR. WILLIAM P. FOSTER AND THE FLORIDA AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL UNIVERSITY MARCHING BAND FOR THEIR EXCEPTIONALLY HIGH STANDARDS FOR MUSICAL AND PERFORMING EXCELLENCE.
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Whereas, organized in 1892 with only sixteen instruments, the Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University Marching Band  grew into a performing wonder called the Marching 100 and today boasts over four hundred twenty members, the second largest marching band in the world; and

Whereas, in 1946, Dr. William P. Foster became the director of the band and led it from seventy‑five members to its current dazzling musical and marching wonder, and his textbook entitled “Band Pageantry” is considered the authority for all marching bands; and

Whereas, through the years, the band added many innovative aspects to the marching routine that became standard to other collegiate and even secondary bands, including the addition of a dance routine as early as 1953 and a flag corps in 1971; and

Whereas, the band made its television debut in 1963 and began national television commercials in 1975 for companies such as Coca‑Cola; and

Whereas, in 1971, the band integrated its first white marching member and followed in 1974 with its first three female members; and

Whereas, by 1984, the Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University Marching Band received the prestigious Sudler Intercollegiate Marching Band Trophy, the first and still the only Sudler recognition of an historically African‑American university and the first of a Southern band; and 

Whereas, the university’s band room alone accommodates more than six hundred musicians and along with the practice field provides state‑of‑the‑art amenities; and

Whereas, after fifty‑two years of nationally acclaimed service, Dr. Foster retired in 1998, and in the same year, he was elected to the National Band Association Hall of Fame for Distinguished Band Conductors; a former student, Dr. Julian White, was named to replace him as director of bands; and

Whereas, among its many illustrious graduates around the world are South Carolina’s own Representative Gilda Cobb‑Hunter and her husband, Dr. Terry K. Hunter, both proud alumni of the class of 1973 of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University, and they attest the thrill and awe of hearing and seeing the Marching 100 perform; and

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives take great pleasure in joining the myriad of accolades bestowed on the Marching 100 and their illustrious director emeritus, Dr. William P. Foster.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the House of Representatives of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, recognize and honor Dr. William P. Foster and the Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University Marching Band for their exceptionally high standards for musical and performing excellence.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Dr. William P. Foster, director of bands, emeritus, of the Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University Marching Band.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑

[3893]	1
