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[bookmark: titletop]TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 59‑25‑60 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A TEACHER WHO DISCIPLINES A CHILD ON SCHOOL DISTRICT PROPERTY BY MEANS OF CORPORAL PUNISHMENT WHILE ACTING WITHIN THE SCOPE OF HIS EMPLOYMENT IS IMMUNE FROM ALL CIVIL AND CRIMINAL LIABILITY THAT MAY ARISE FROM THE INCIDENT, AND TO FURTHER EXTEND IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY TO THE PRINCIPAL, SCHOOL, SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS,  SCHOOL DISTRICT, AND SCHOOL DISTRICT ADMINISTRATORS FOR WHICH THE TEACHER IS EMPLOYED.
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Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION	1.	Article 1, Chapter 25, Title 59 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:

	“Section 59‑25‑60.		(A)	A teacher who disciplines a student on school district property by means of corporal punishment while acting within the scope of his employment is immune from all civil and criminal liability that may arise from the incident.  The same immunity is extended to the principal, school, school administrators, school district, and school district administrators for which the teacher is employed.
	(B)	For purposes of this section:
		(1)	‘Corporal punishment’ means physical punishment inflicted by an adult in authority within the guidelines established by the school district on a student enrolled in a public school of a school district of this State.
		(2)	‘Principal’ means the administrative head of a public school of this State.
		(3)	‘Teacher’ includes both a teacher as defined in Section 59‑1‑130 and a teacher aide as defined in Section 59‑1‑140.
		(4)	‘School district’ means a legal entity as defined in Section 59‑1‑160.”

SECTION	2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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