







[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO CONGRATULATE JIMMY I. PALMER, REGION 4 ADMINISTRATOR OF THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, TO COMMEND HIM FOR HIS MANY YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE, AND TO WISH HIM MUCH HAPPINESS AND FULFILLMENT IN ALL HIS FUTURE ENDEAVORS.
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Whereas, it is with great pleasure that the South Carolina House of Representatives honors those individuals who give tirelessly of themselves to the welfare of this great State’s citizenry; and

Whereas, Jimmy I. Palmer, retiring Region 4 administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, stands among their number as an outstanding public servant, one much admired in his role as both attorney and administrator; and

Whereas, in preparation for his life’s work, Mr. Palmer earned a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering in 1970 from Mississippi State University, followed by a juris doctor degree, with honors, from the University of Mississippi in 1977; and

Whereas, upon graduation from Mississippi State University, Mr. Palmer first worked with the Mississippi Public Service Commission and the Mississippi Board of Water Commissioners. After receiving his law degree, he practiced law for three years and then became a special assistant attorney general for the State of Mississippi. On the attorney general’s staff, he specialized in a variety of environmental, energy, and natural resources practice areas that helped lay the foundation for his later work with the Environmental Protection Agency; and

Whereas, Mr. Palmer became administrative assistant and staff counsel to Mississippi Governor Bill Allain in 1984, later serving as executive director of the Governor’s Office of General Services until September 1987, when he was appointed executive director of the Mississippi Department of Natural Resources. There, he was responsible for a workforce of over four hundred fifty engineers, scientists, and support personnel and an annual budget that exceeded one hundred ten million dollars in 1999; and

Whereas, prior to his appointment as Region 4 administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, Mr. Palmer served as a member of Butler, Snow, O’Mara, Stevens and Cannada, PLLC, where he practiced environmental, natural resources, and energy law; and

Whereas, in his present position as regional administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency’s Region 4 office, Jimmy Palmer has been responsible for programs in South Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida, with a workforce of over twelve hundred; and

Whereas, for his important professional contributions to the environmental field, Mr. Palmer was awarded a Distinguished Service Commendation by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Gulf of Mexico Program in 2000 and a Distinguished Environmental Enforcement Service Commendation by the U.S. Department of Justice in 1998. Additionally, in 1998 and 1999, he served as chairman of the U.S. Department of the Interior Outer Continental Shelf Policy Committee, which presented him, on behalf of Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt, an Award of Appreciation in 2000. He also received a Distinguished Service Commendation by the Delta Council in 1991 and was named Outstanding College of Engineering Alumnus for Mississippi State University in 1991; and

Whereas, having made his mark and set the bar of achievement extraordinarily high in his profession, Jimmy Palmer will be remembered with affection and gratitude for years to come. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, congratulate Jimmy I. Palmer, Region 4 administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, commend him for his many years of dedicated service, and wish him much happiness and fulfillment in all his future endeavors.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Mr. Palmer.
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