







[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO CONGRATULATE CHARLESTON DEVELOPMENT ACADEMY PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL FOR ITS INSPIRING FIVE‑YEAR JOURNEY TO SUCCESS AND FOR ITS NEWLY RELEASED DOCUMENTARY THAT CHRONICLES THE JOURNEY.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, under the leadership of director and longtime education advocate Cecelia Gordon Rogers, Charleston Development Academy Public Charter School (CDA) attracts students from throughout the community with its emphasis on smaller class size and specialized teaching style; and

Whereas, founded in 2003 to serve economically and socially disadvantaged children who live in, or near, Gadsden Green, a City of Charleston Housing Authority project, CDA has a proven track record of successfully nurturing its young charges into positive change and growth and of preparing these children to meet the challenges they will encounter; and

Whereas, to encourage other communities as they seek to educate their own young people, the school has created a documentary chronicling its five‑year journey to success. Made possible by a grant from the State Department of Education, the documentary was produced by Kurt Walker of Daydream Media and will be disseminated to other schools statewide; and

Whereas, called CDA Story: The Five Year Journey to Success, the documentary highlights how the school accomplishes its mission through a rigorous curriculum primarily focusing on “Back to Basics”, the arts, and early intervention in reading, writing, math, and language development; and

Whereas, it also explores how the hands‑on and inquiry‑based learning process enables students to access the unique culture of living science, fine arts, and history in Charleston and its surrounding communities. Finally, the documentary shows how various theatrical student performances strengthen the children’s memories, articulation, communication skills, and cooperative learning while enhancing their self‑esteem; and

Whereas, on Thursday, February 5, 2009, the documentary will make its debut with a free screening to be held at the Charleston Marriott Hotel at 6 p.m.; and

Whereas, the House of Representatives is pleased to recognize Charleston Development Academy for its exceptional work among the children of Charleston and trusts that CDA Story: The Five Year Journey to Success will inspire many other South Carolina communities as they watch and heed its lessons. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, congratulate Charleston Development Academy Public Charter School for its inspiring five‑year journey to success and for its newly released documentary that chronicles the journey.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Charleston Development Academy.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑

[3446]	1
