







[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO SALUTE THE NATIONAL BETA CLUB, FOUNDED AT LANDRUM HIGH SCHOOL IN SPARTANBURG COUNTY, ON THE OCCASION OF ITS SEVENTY‑FIFTH ANNIVERSARY, AND TO WISH THE CLUB MANY MORE YEARS OF SUCCESS.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the National Beta Club was formed at Landrum High School in Spartanburg County on January 8, 1934, and thus celebrates its seventy‑fifth anniversary this year; and

Whereas, Landrum High School’s venerable Beta Club is the “mother chapter” of the national organization, which was established by the late Dr. John West Harris, a Spartanburg County native and later a professor at Wofford College; and

Whereas, Dr. Harris installed the first chapter of the national club at Landrum High, where Miss Helen Prince was the first Beta sponsor in the nation; and

Whereas, before the year 1934 was over, nine chapters of the Beta Club were functioning. Over the years, that number has grown to more than eight thousand chapters, both nationwide and abroad, with five hundred thousand currently active members and more than five million members over the course of the organization’s history; and

Whereas, in 2009, the Landrum High chapter continues striving to promote leadership, good citizenship, and academic success among high school students; and

Whereas, led by current chapter sponsors Randall Cummings and Debra Giles, the Landrum High School Beta Club will mark the occasion of its seventy‑fifth anniversary with a memorial to be placed at the school; and

Whereas, to house the memorial, two matching display cases are being constructed to showcase memorabilia of the Landrum chapter. Making up the centerpiece of the collection will be a photograph of the founding club members, as well as their original charter; and

Whereas, in further commemoration of the event, a granite monument will be erected at the front of the school; and

Whereas, the National Beta Club, with its very high standards and worthy goals, has had a truly positive impact on the success and accomplishments of our great nation for the past three quarters of a century, thanks in large measure to the wisdom and the vision of Dr. John West Harris; and

Whereas, on March 3, 2009, in conjunction with National Beta Club Week, an official celebratory event will take place to dedicate the Beta Club memorial and monument being constructed for Landrum High School; and

Whereas, the General Assembly takes great pleasure in recognizing the National Beta Club at the celebration of its seventy‑fifth anniversary, and the members commend the club for perpetually upholding its motto, “Let us lead by serving others.” Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concurring:

That the members of the South Carolina General Assembly, by this resolution, salute the National Beta Club, founded at Landrum High School in Spartanburg County, on the occasion of its seventy‑fifth anniversary, and wish the club many more years of success.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the National Beta Club, in care of Mr. Ken Cline, executive director, and to the club’s Landrum chapter, in care of Mr. Randall Cummings and Ms. Debra Giles, club sponsors.
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