







[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO RECOGNIZE AND EXPRESS THE APPRECIATION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO RAYMOND K. WICKER, ESQUIRE, OF THE NEWBERRY COUNTY BAR, ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT, AND TO COMMEND HIM FOR FIFTY YEARS OF DEDICATED AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AS A MEMBER OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA BAR, AND FOR HIS OUTSTANDING RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT WHILE SERVING HIS NATION, STATE, COUNTY, CITY, AND CHURCH.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, Raymond K. Wicker, Esquire, of the Newberry County Bar, is retiring from the practice of law after fifty years of dedicated and distinguished leadership service as a member of the South Carolina Bar; and

Whereas, during fifty years as an attorney, he has served his nation, state, county, city, and church with ability, competence, professionalism, integrity, courage, and devotion; and

Whereas, Raymond Kiefer Wicker graduated from Newberry College with a  B.S. degree in 1951, and from the University of South Carolina with an LL.B. degree in 1959.  He also was admitted to the South Carolina Bar in 1959; and

Whereas, he subsequently distinguished himself in higher education by receiving the following degrees:  B.A. from the University of Maryland in 1966; J.D. from the University of South Carolina in 1970; M.A. in Public Administration in 1972; and M.A. in Human Relations in 1981 from the University of Oklahoma; and

Whereas, Raymond K. Wicker, in 1959, was commissioned as a Judge Advocate in the Judge Advocate General’s Corps of the United States Army, and served with great distinction for twentyfour years.  Attaining the rank of full Colonel, with thirtyone years active service in the U. S. Army, including two tours of combat duty in Vietnam, Colonel Wicker retired in 1983; and

Whereas, Ray Wicker, in 1983, entered into private law practice in the Town of Johnston, Edgefield County, South Carolina, and promptly began serving as County Attorney for Edgefield County, while maintaining a general practice of law, with a concentration in real estate, probate, and criminal and domestic law.  County Attorney Wicker served with distinction in this position from 1984 to 1990; and

Whereas, in 1990, Mr. Wicker relocated his law practice to the City and County of Newberry, where he continued to maintain a general practice, with a concentration in real estate, probate, and criminal and domestic law.  Also, in 1990, he was appointed as City Attorney for the City of Newberry.  City Attorney Wicker served in this position with distinction until 1992; and

Whereas, Raymond K. Wicker and Lisa R. Senn founded the law firm of Wicker & Senn, PA, in which he became senior partner.  Continuing his leadership role in public affairs, Ray Wicker served, in 19941995, as President of the Newberry County Bar Association; and

Whereas, throughout his life, Ray Wicker has been a dedicated and committed church man in the United Methodist Church, and he has been a loyal and active member of Newberry’s Central Methodist Church, where he has served as a lay leader and lay speaker and is a Sunday School teacher; and

Whereas, the distinguished career of Colonel Raymond K. Wicker, Esquire, has been marked by his steadfast commitment to the principles of duty, honor, and service, and his career has made a significant difference and has improved the lives of his clients and the communities he has served.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the House of Representatives of the State of South Carolina, recognize and express their appreciation to Raymond K. Wicker, Esquire, of the Newberry County Bar, on the occasion of his retirement, and commend him for fifty years of dedicated and distinguished service as a member of the South Carolina Bar, and for his outstanding record of achievement while serving his nation, state, county, city, and church.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Raymond K. Wicker, Esquire
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