INTRODUCED
March 3, 2009

	S. 499

Introduced by Medical Affairs Committee

S. Printed 3/3/09--S.
Read the first time March 3, 2009.
            


[499-1]








[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A JOINT RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL, RELATING TO SOUTH CAROLINA TRAUMA SYSTEM, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 3199, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION	1.	The regulations of the Department of Health and Environmental Control, relating to South Carolina Trauma System, designated as Regulation Document Number 3199, and submitted to the General Assembly pursuant to the provisions of Article 1, Chapter 23, Title 1 of the 1976 Code, are approved.

SECTION	2.	This joint resolution takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XXX‑‑‑‑

SUMMARY AS SUBMITTED
BY PROMULGATING AGENCY.
To satisfy the requirements of Section 44‑61‑520 of the Trauma Care Act, the Department has promulgated a new regulation entitled R.61‑116, South Carolina Trauma Care Systems. The regulation provides for establishing of criteria, procedures and standards for a trauma center designation process; providing enforcement procedures; outlining required staffing patterns within the trauma center; providing a statewide trauma registry for data collection and evaluation; providing for a hospital resources data base to monitor hospital resources on a continuous basis; providing for a trauma care fund to provide financial aid to participating providers of the trauma system; creating a performance improvement system; establishing trauma advisory committees to serve as advisory bodies to the department; mandating trauma triage and transport guidelines to improve the quality of trauma care being provided to patients by ensuring that EMS providers transport patients to the appropriate level of trauma care; and creating a state trauma plan.

Document 3199 was submitted to the South Carolina General Assembly for review on April 25, 2008. Pursuant to the request of the House Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs Committee, by letter dated February 10, 2009, the Department withdrew and resubmitted Document 3199 to clarify funding requirements at Section 1202, Allocation of Funds. Also, pursuant to the request of the Senate Medical Affairs Committee, by letter dated February 25, 2009, the Department withdrew and resubmitted Document 3199 to clarify Section 1202.A by adding the words “in counties” after the word “providers.”
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