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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A SENATE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop][bookmark: titleend]TO CONGRATULATE THE BLACK HISTORY TELECONFERENCE, UPON THE OCCASION OF ITS TWENTY‑FIFTH ANNIVERSARY, AND TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR DR. MARIANNA WHITE DAVIS FOR HER VISION IN DEVELOPING THIS OUTSTANDING PROGRAM AND FOR HER TWENTY‑FIVE YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE AS THE PROGRAM’S EXECUTIVE PRODUCER.

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina Senate are pleased to learn that South Carolina Educational Television (SC ETV) in affiliation with the Public Broadcasting System (PBS) will celebrate the twenty‑fifth anniversary of The Black History Teleconference at a gala to be held on February 14, 2012; and

Whereas, in 1987, Dr. Marianna White Davis, special assistant to the president of Benedict College and a author, researcher, lecturer, and college professor, developed this program in order to recognize African Americans who are prominent in their fields but are not commonly known or nationally visible to high school and college students; and

Whereas, the word “teleconference” was initially used in the title because the event was a two‑way satellite interchange between the distinguished guests and high school student panelists; and

Whereas, today the participants travel to the SC ETV site at Benedict College where South Carolina students interview prominent African American guests about their ideas, challenges, and achievements on the year’s chosen theme; and

Whereas, with the assistance of PBS and the SC ETV satellite systems, the program is made available nationwide to school districts, colleges and universities, and public television stations and to 117 foreign countries through satellite and worldwide through the internet; and

Whereas, over the twenty‑five years of broadcasting the program, one hundred eighty‑eight public high schools have participated on site, and more than one hundred eighty‑six distinguished African Americans have appeared on the program; and

Whereas, not only did Dr. Marianna White Davis develop the program, but she has also faithfully served as the program’s executive producer for the entire twenty‑five years of the program’s existence; and

Whereas, a native of Pennsylvania, Dr. Davis received a bachelor’s in English from South Carolina State University, a master’s in English from New York University, and a doctorate in education and English from Boston University. She has taught English at Claflin and Benedict colleges and is a noted author, among her several books and articles is one of the pioneer collections of Afro‑American women’s biographies; and

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina Senate are grateful that Dr. Marianna White Davis has worked so that The Black History Teleconference could continue to bring recognition to so many leading African Americans who have distinguished themselves in a myriad of fields.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate:

That the members of the Senate of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, congratulate The Black History Teleconference, upon the occasion of its twenty‑fifth anniversary, and recognize and honor Dr. Marianna White Davis for her vision in developing this outstanding program and for her twenty‑five years of dedicated service as the program’s executive producer.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Dr. Marianna White Davis, Executive Producer of The Black History Teleconference.
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