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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO SUPPORT ALL EFFORTS OF THE STEWARDS OF DECEASED AMERICAN INDIANS TO RETURN THE REMAINS OF THESE INDIVIDUALS TO THEIR DESCENDANTS AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, proper burial practice demonstrates a respect for the deceased, as well as common human decency, and is a rite commonly afforded to any human being, notwithstanding ethnic origin; and

Whereas, the remains of deceased American Indian people deserve the same respect as the remains of any other person of any other ethnic group in this State and country; and

Whereas, the age of the remains is inconsequential to the fact that they are deserving of proper respect and entitled to every aspect of human dignity, as would be any other human being from any era or time; and

Whereas, several museums and agencies have acted as responsible stewards of the American Indian human remains that were brought to them for protection from constructional, agricultural, or other ground‑disturbing activities; and

Whereas, the descendants of these American Indians continue to live as citizens of this State and are their next of kin; and

Whereas, we believe that returning these remains to their native lands for eternity is a worthy goal, and we support the repatriation of all American Indians’ remains in this State.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the South Carolina General Assembly, by this resolution, support all efforts of the stewards of deceased American Indians to return the remains of these individuals to their descendants as quickly as possible.
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