







[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A SENATE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR ERIC L. FOWLER OF WEST COLUMBIA FOR HIS OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY AND PUBLIC SERVICE TO THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH CAROLINA.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, it is with great pleasure that the South Carolina Senate honors individuals who freely give of their time and resources for the good of others; and

Whereas, Eric L. Fowler of West Columbia has contributed valuable community and public service to the citizens of the Palmetto State and is thereby worthy of praise; and

Whereas, born August 13, 1932, Eric Fowler grew up by the Congaree River in West Columbia’s Mill Village. Passionate about baseball, he played on the Columbia All‑City Baseball Team and the 1950 Greater Columbia City Championship Team and lettered in baseball at Brookland‑Cayce High School, from which he graduated in 1952. In 1995, he was inducted into the Brookland‑Cayce Athletic Hall of Fame for his baseball prowess; and

Whereas, a Korean War veteran, Eric served in the United States Navy as a gunner’s mate from 1952 to 1956; and

Whereas, on September 10, 1991, Eric Fowler was elected to West Columbia City Council. Returned to office by his constituents in 1995, 1999, 2003, 2007, and 2011, he was elected mayor pro‑tem by the council in October 2000 and served two years. He was recently recognized for serving twenty years on that body and honored for his perfect attendance at every regular council meeting; and

Whereas, Eric believes strongly in active participation in community life, and he demonstrates that conviction through his many community commitments. He has been a member of American Legion Post 79 for more than thirty years, serving as a member of the post’s executive council and as first vice commander and post chaplain; and

Whereas, a man of faith, Eric is a lifelong member of First Baptist Church of West Columbia. He became a deacon in 1971 and has taught the Fishers of Men Sunday School class faithfully for the past forty‑one years. He has rendered service as chairman of the deacons and member of the Men’s Brotherhood; he has served as an usher, sung in the men’s choir, and is a current member of the men’s Tuesday‑morning prayer group; and he has served on many church committees, including pastoral search, finance, policy, and sanctuary renovation, for which he designed a stained‑glass window depicting the Ascension of Christ; and

Whereas, Eric Fowler considers it one of the greatest triumphs of his life that he was able to persuade the former Doris Lynch to become his wife. They are the proud parents of four children; and

Whereas, a man who has served his God, his church, his city, and his country with diligence and integrity, Eric continues to serve on West Columbia City Council, still teaches in his church, and readily answers the call for hospital visitations and prayer requests for members of his church and community; and

Whereas, the members of the Senate recognize that the success of the State of South Carolina, the strength of its communities, and the vitality of American society as a whole depend, in great measure, upon the dedication of individuals like Eric Fowler who use their talents and resources to serve others. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate:

That the members of the South Carolina Senate, by this resolution, recognize and honor Eric L. Fowler of West Columbia for his outstanding community and public service to the people of South Carolina.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be provided to Eric Fowler.
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