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[bookmark: titletop]TO AMEND SECTION 48‑39‑150, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO APPROVAL OR DENIAL OF PERMITS FOR ACTIVITY IN OR ALTERATION OF CRITICAL AREAS IN THE COASTAL TIDELANDS OR WETLANDS, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL TO ALLOW A PERMIT APPLICANT TO REVIEW THE DEPARTMENT STAFF’S DRAFT PERMIT OR DECISION IF, AT THE TIME THE APPLICATION WAS FILED, THE APPLICANT REQUESTED TO REVIEW A DRAFT PERMIT OR DECISION AND TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT TO ALLOW THE APPLICANT TO DISCUSS THE DRAFT WITH DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL.
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Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION	1.	Section 48‑39‑150(C) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

	“(C)(1)	Before the department issues a staff decision on a permit application, an applicant must be afforded the opportunity to review the staff’s draft permit or decision if the applicant requests in writing at the time the application is submitted that a draft permit or decision be made available for review before issuance of the staff permit or decision.  The department shall afford the applicant the opportunity to meet with appropriate department personnel to discuss the draft permit or decision before issuing the staff decision.  
		(2)	The department shall act upon an application for a permit within ninety days after the application is filed.  Provided, However, that in the case of minor developments, as defined in Section 48‑39‑10, the department shall have has the authority to approve such these permits and shall act within thirty days.  In the event If a permit is denied, the department shall state the reasons for such the denial and such the reasons must be in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.”

SECTION	2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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