 







[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO MEMORIALIZE THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TO ENACT, WITHOUT DELAY, THE PROVISIONS CONTAINED IN THE “CLEAR LAW ENFORCEMENT FOR CRIMINAL ALIEN REMOVAL ACT”, ALSO KNOWN AS THE “CHARLIE NORWOOD CLEAR ACT”, WHICH WOULD, AMONG OTHER IMPORTANT PROVISIONS, ALLOW STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES TO ENFORCE FEDERAL IMMIGRATION LAWS AND DETAIN IN STATE OR LOCAL CUSTODY ILLEGAL ALIENS.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the “Clear Law Enforcement for Criminal Alien Removal Act”, also known as the “Charlie Norwood CLEAR Act” was introduced as H.R. 2406 in the United States House of Representatives on May 14, 2009; and

Whereas, this bill would provide for enhanced federal, state, and local assistance in the enforcement of the immigration laws of the United States; and

Whereas, one of its major provisions is to allow state and local law enforcement agencies to assist federal authorities in the enforcement of federal immigration laws, which would be a great step forward in the battle against illegal immigration and the securing of our nation’s borders; and

Whereas, the bill would also provide more financial and technical assistance to state and local law enforcement agencies in the performance of these duties which will provide cash-strapped agencies with more resources needed for this important function; and

Whereas, the bill would also allow illegal aliens after arrest to be detained in a state or local prison or detention facility pending transfer to federal custody, thereby insuring that potentially dangerous criminals would remain in custody pending trial or adjudication; and

Whereas, for all of these reasons, the members of the South Carolina General Assembly believe that the Congress, without delay, should enact the provisions of the “Clear Law Enforcement for Criminal Alien Removal Act” to provide for better enforcement of our nation’s immigration laws which would be a vital improvement in the national security of the United States.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the South Carolina General Assembly memorialize the Congress of the United States to enact, without delay, the provisions contained in the “Clear Law Enforcement for Criminal Alien Removal Act”, also known as the “Charlie Norwood CLEAR Act”, which would, among other important provisions, allow state and local law enforcement agencies to enforce federal immigration laws and detain in state or local custody illegal aliens.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the United States Senate, the United States House of Representatives, and to each member of the South Carolina Congressional Delegation. 
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