







[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO CONGRATULATE GEORGE TRIPP JONES, M.D., OF COLUMBIA UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT, TO COMMEND HIM FOR HIS MANY YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE AS A MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL, AND TO WISH HIM MUCH HAPPINESS AND FULFILLMENT IN ALL HIS FUTURE ENDEAVORS.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, it is with great pleasure that the South Carolina House of Representatives honors those individuals who give tirelessly of themselves to the welfare of this great state’s citizenry; and

Whereas, Columbia’s Dr. George Tripp Jones, retiring oncologist with South Carolina Oncology Associates, P.A., stands among their number as an outstanding public benefactor, one much admired in his role as both medical doctor and administrator; and

Whereas, in preparation for his life’s work, Dr. Jones, who grew up in Loris, earned his bachelor’s degree in zoology at Clemson University and his M.D. at the Medical University of South Carolina, followed by an internship and residency at the University of Florida in Jacksonville and a fellowship in hematology/oncology at the same institution. While at University Hospital in Jacksonville, he served as chief resident and instructor of medicine; and

Whereas, in 1980, he became the first oncologist to practice in Lexington County. In 1999, he helped found South Carolina Oncology Associates, P.A., and has served the Midlands there since that time; and

Whereas, over the years, Dr. Jones has served as a member of the Lexington Medical Center (LMC) Foundation Board of Directors; chief of the LMC Department of Internal Medicine; secretary, chief of medical staff, and past chief of medical staff for the LMC Offices of Medical Staff; member of the LMC Board of Directors, a position to which he was reappointed in January 2011; member of several LMC committees, including the Cancer Committee (current chairman), Past Chiefs of Staff Committee (also a current post), Medical Executive Committee, and Pharmacy & Therapeutics Committee (past chairman). Additionally, he serves on the Compliance Committee of South Carolina Oncology Associates, P.A., and is past medical director of Tri‑County Hospice; and

Whereas, among his numerous professional activities, Dr. Jones counts membership in the American Cancer Society (committee chairman, local chapter), American Medical Association, South Carolina Medical Association, South Carolina Oncology Society (SCOS Executive Committee), Lexington Medical Association (past president), Clemson Alumni Physicians Society (past president), and Medical University of South Carolina Admissions Committee (current position); and

Whereas, in addition, because he strongly believes in active participation in community life, Dr. Tripp Jones is a member of Union United Methodist Church and the Lake Murray Association and serves on the South Carolina Athletic Hall of Fame Board of Directors.  He also served on the Clemson University Board of Visitors and the Security Federal Bank Advisory Board; and

Whereas, moreover, as attested by the orange or purple lab coats he has worn for the past fifteen or twenty years, Tripp Jones is an avid Clemson fan. His patients grin as they remember his orange prescription pads sporting white lettering and a Tiger Paw to indicate refills, further personal testimony to a firm loyalty to his alma mater. To honor his contributions to the university, a Clemson scholarship is given in his name to biology students; and

Whereas, during Dr. Jones’s well‑earned retirement, the House of Representatives hopes he will find himself more frequently able to indulge, with his lovely wife, Anne, in “dive trips,” during which the two of them scuba dive and swim with the fish they so enjoy observing; and

Whereas, having made his mark and set the bar of achievement extraordinarily high in his profession, Dr. Jones will be remembered with affection and gratitude by colleagues, patients, and legislative friends for years to come. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, congratulate George Tripp Jones, M.D., of Columbia upon the occasion of his retirement, commend him for his many years of dedicated service as a medical professional, and wish him much happiness and fulfillment in all his future endeavors.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be provided to Dr. George Tripp Jones.
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