







[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A SENATE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO EXPRESS THE SINCERE SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA SENATE UPON THE PASSING OF WORLD WAR II VETERAN AND GOSPEL SINGER ARTHUR LEE “BOB” BEATTY OF SPARTANBURG COUNTY, AND TO EXTEND THEIR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HIS LARGE AND LOVING FAMILY AND TO HIS MANY FRIENDS.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the members of the South Carolina Senate are saddened to learn of the passing of World War II veteran and Gospel singer Arthur Lee “Bob” Beatty in Spartanburg on January 8, 2011, at the age of ninety‑six; and

Whereas, born on February 6, 1914, Bob Beatty was the oldest son of six children born to the late Reverend Arthur Beatty, Sr., and the late Pearl Gist Beatty; and

Whereas, together with his beloved wife of sixty‑nine years, Ruth Wilson Beatty, he reared eight fine sons and one precious daughter, who blessed them with sixteen adoring grandchildren and five great‑grandchildren; and 

Whereas, after serving in the United States military during World War II, he worked in the community as a multi‑skilled worker in the private sector and retired from the Spartanburg County Department of Maintenance and Transportation; and

Whereas, he was affiliated with the Summerhill Estates Men’s Committee and the C. C. Woodson Checker Club, where he was recognized as a champion checker player and fisherman; and

Whereas, other than his family, his greatest passion was Gospel music; in his early singing career, he sang with such notable groups as the Sensational Nightingales, The Violinaires, Edna Gallman Cooke, and The Heavenly Gospel Singers, and for the past forty years, he sang with The Soul Lifters Quartet to the delight of countless audiences; and

Whereas, lovingly dubbed the “Black Angel” for his captivating and heavenly‑inspired voice, Bob Beatty’s eighty‑year career as a Gospel vocalist culminated in his induction into the International Gospel Hall of Fame; and

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina Senate are grateful for the lasting legacy that Arthur Lee “Bob” Beatty has left to our State, to our nation, and to those who knew and loved this fine son of South Carolina.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate:

That the members of the South Carolina Senate, by this resolution, express their sincere sorrow upon the passing of World War II veteran and Gospel singer Arthur Lee “Bob” Beatty of Spartanburg County, and extend their deepest sympathy to his large and loving family and to his many friends.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to the family of Arthur Lee “Bob” Beatty.
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