







[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR HAMPTON COUNTY FIRE CHIEF GENE RUSHING, UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT, AFTER THIRTY‑FOUR YEARS OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE CITIZENS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, AND TO WISH HIM CONTINUED SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS IN THE YEARS AHEAD.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the members of the House of Representatives of the State of South Carolina are grateful for the integrity and intelligence that Hampton County Fire Chief Gene Rushing has given to fire safety and protection in our State, along with an unswerving commitment to the Estill and Hampton County fire departments; and

Whereas, born September 1, 1949, to Lois and William Rushing of Scotia, Gene Rushing graduated from Estill High School and married his beloved wife, Joan Mixson Rushing, in October of 1968; and

Whereas, together they reared four fine children: Rebecca, Regina, Patricia, and Benjamin, who have blessed them with five adoring grandchildren; and

Whereas, he worked in Estill for Mikells, Inc., a farm equipment dealership, for twenty years, and joined the Estill Fire Department in 1978, which remains all volunteer to this day; and

Whereas, on March 5, 1990, Hampton County hired Gene Rushing to establish and organize the Hampton County Fire/Rescue, which had no fire protection at that time; and

Whereas, he successfully persuaded all of the seven municipal governments in the county to provide fire protection for the county areas on a contractual basis from their nine fire stations; and

Whereas, within a year, Fire Chief Gene Rushing succeeded in securing approval for new fire apparatus and had it placed in all of the nine stations; and

Whereas, over his career, he administered approval for and construction of four new fire stations in the county; started and completed a dry‑hydrant program, which provided forty hydrants for use in the county; and started a road‑naming project to organize county‑road names and delete those used in multiple locations; and

Whereas, gaining the respect and trust of all his personnel, he initiated numerous beneficial programs within the department, such as fleet replacement, training, recruitment, personnel insurance coverage, firefighter reimbursement, and improvement of the Insurance Service Office (ISO) rating from nine in many areas and ten in some to six; and
 
Whereas, in 1986, he became a South Carolina Fire Academy instructor and has logged over four thousand teaching hours at the academy; and

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives are grateful for the years of loyalty and devotion that Gene Rushing has given to fire safety for the citizens of the Palmetto State and wish him much enjoyment in a well‑deserved retirement.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the House of Representatives of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, recognize and honor Hampton County Fire Chief Gene Rushing, upon the occasion of his retirement, after thirty‑four years of outstanding service to the citizens of South Carolina, and wish him continued success and happiness in the years ahead.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Hampton County Fire Chief Gene Rushing.
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