







[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO CONGRATULATE FRANBETH ESKRIDGE BEESON OF MARION COUNTY ON THE OCCASION OF HER RETIREMENT, TO COMMEND HER FOR TWENTY‑FIVE YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE CHILDREN OF SOUTH CAROLINA AS AN EDUCATOR, AND TO WISH HER FULFILLMENT AND EVERY HAPPINESS IN HER FUTURE ENDEAVORS.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, it is with great pleasure that the South Carolina House of Representatives honors those individuals who give tirelessly of themselves to the welfare of this great State’s most important legacy, its children; and 

Whereas, Franbeth Eskridge Beeson, retiring after twenty‑five fruitful years as a fourth grade teacher at Pee Dee Academy in Marion County, certainly stands among their number as an outstanding educator, one much admired in her roles as teacher, mentor, colleague, and friend; and

Whereas, born in Hartsville, she is the daughter of the late Wilton Eskridge and Francis Newsome Eskridge, and is the eldest of their four children; and

Whereas, Franbeth became inspired to devote her career to teaching children by her admiration for her own teachers at Royall Elementary School in Florence; and

Whereas, she graduated from Marion High School in 1965, having been named “Most Dependable” by her classmates. She subsequently attended the University of South Carolina at Florence, now Francis Marion University, graduating with an associate’s degree in 1967; and

Whereas, after spending several precious years at home as a full‑time mother and homemaker, she resumed pursuit of her dream of becoming a teacher by earning a bachelor’s degree in general studies in 1981 and a master’s degree in elementary education in 1987, both from Francis Marion University; and

Whereas, she began teaching at Pee Dee Academy in 1987, stepping into a fourth grade classroom that has been her teaching home ever since. In the intervening years, she has created a classroom that is a safe, inclusive, and nurturing place where each of her students feels encouraged and supported to reach their true potential; and

Whereas, in conjunction with teaching South Carolina History, Franbeth escorted her students to the State House for an annual tour for many years. When the State House reopened in 1998 after having been closed three years for renovations, her fourth grade class became the first to tour the newly‑renovated capitol building; and

Whereas, during her rare spare time, Franbeth enjoys working in her yard, being involved in Marion Baptist Church, and being a loving and devoted wife to Baxter Beeson, mother to Andy Beeson, Allison Cosper, and Paul Beeson, and grandmother to Will Cosper, Katherine Cosper, Drew Beeson, Baxter Beeson, and Mary Hayes Beeson. Her children consider her their first and greatest teacher; and

Whereas, Franbeth has shared her time and talents in immeasurable ways, and has touched the lives of countless children. Having committed twenty‑five years to the children and families of Pee Dee Academy and her colleagues, she has become an indispensible member of the Pee Dee Academy community and will be greatly missed; and

Whereas, it is fitting and proper for the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives to pause in their deliberations to recognize the many accomplishments of this daughter of South Carolina upon her retirement after an exemplary career dedicated to educating young minds in the Palmetto State. It is indeed an honor to laud Franbeth for her many contributions in a career well spent.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, congratulate Franbeth Eskridge Beeson of Marion County on the occasion of her retirement, to commend her for twenty‑five years of dedicated service to the children of South Carolina as an educator, and to wish her fulfillment and every happiness in her future endeavors. 

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Mrs. Franbeth Eskridge Beeson.
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