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[bookmark: titletop]TO CONGRATULATE THE REVEREND JESSE JACKSON ON HIS LIFETIME OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND WELCOME HIM TO THE PALMETTO STATE AS A GUEST SPEAKER FOR THE LOWER RICHLAND BRANCH OF THE NAACP.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the South Carolina House of Representatives is pleased to learn that renowned civil rights activist and native son, the Reverend Jesse Jackson, will speak to the Lower Richland Branch of the NAACP on June 20, 2013; and

Whereas, born on October 8, 1941, in Greenville, Jackson attended North Carolina A&T State University before beginning his theological studies at Chicago Theological Seminary. He deferred his studies, however, to begin working full‑time in the Civil Rights Movement with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; and 

Whereas, Dr. King appointed Jackson to direct the Operation Breadbasket program, which was dedicated to the improvement of economic conditions of black communities across the United States; and

Whereas, Reverend Jackson founded Operation PUSH (People United to Serve Humanity) and the Rainbow Coalition, which were merged in 1996 to form the Rainbow PUSH Coalition. This new organization was dedicated to providing political and economic empowerment to the disadvantaged and people of color; and 

Whereas, through his presidential campaigns and in his entire public career, Reverend Jackson has promoted voter registration and led get‑out‑the‑vote campaigns, spreading his belief that everyone should be encouraged to be a reasonable, informed, and active voter; and

Whereas, Jackson has placed great importance on the youth of the United States and has visited thousands of high schools, colleges, universities, and correctional facilities challenging young people to study diligently and stay drug‑free; and

Whereas, his activism has garnered him numerous recognitions and awards, including the NAACP Spingarn Award and the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor; and 

Whereas, the House of Representatives recognizes the Reverend Jesse Jackson’s many accomplishments and the profound impact he has made on the political and economic landscape of the United States. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, congratulate the Reverend Jesse Jackson on his lifetime of accomplishments and welcome him to the Palmetto state as a guest speaker for the Lower Richland branch of the NAACP.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Reverend Jesse Jackson.
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