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[bookmark: titletop]TO EXPRESS THE PROFOUND SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES UPON THE DEATH OF ALPHONSO ELLISON RAVENELL OF MONCKS CORNER AND TO EXTEND THE DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HIS FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS.
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Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives were deeply saddened to learn of the recent death of Alphonso Ellison Ravenell of Moncks Corner; and

Whereas, in preparation for his life’s work as an educator, Mr. Ravenell graduated from Claflin University (formerly Claflin College) in 1961. As a leader even then, he was president of Omega Psi Phi at Claflin; and

Whereas, answering the call of his country, he also served honorably in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam conflict; and

Whereas, in 1965, he took up his duties as a health and science teacher at Cross High School, his alma mater, where he also served as head football coach and later as athletic director, the position from which he eventually retired; and

Whereas, his deservedly fine reputation as an educator/coach grew, and in 1981 he was recognized by the South Carolina High School Coaches Association (SCHSCA) as Coach of the Year. In addition, the SCHSCA honored him as the Class AA “winningest coach”; and

Whereas, in 1986, Coach Ravenell retired from the Berkeley County School system after twenty‑two years of loyal and dedicated service. In appreciation for his service, the A.E. Ravenell Stadium in Berkeley County and Ravenell Street in Moncks Corner were named in his honor. Further, he was inducted into the Claflin University Hall of Fame for his positive impact on the thousands of young men and women he coached and mentored over the years, as well as for his own academic excellence and athletic achievements in track and field at Claflin; and

Whereas, Alphonso Ravenell believed strongly in active participation in the community, and he demonstrated that commitment through membership in such organizations as the Berkeley County Chapter of the NAACP; and

Whereas, as a man of faith, for more than fifty years he was a staunch supporter and member of the United Methodist Church in Pineville, where he served in various leadership capacities, among them church treasurer and member of the board of trustees; and

Whereas, he leaves to cherish his memory a host of beloved family members, friends, and grateful former students. He will be greatly missed by all who had the privilege of knowing him. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, express their profound sorrow upon the death of Alphonso Ellison Ravenell of Moncks Corner and extend the deepest sympathy to his family and many friends.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be provided to the family of Alphonso Ellison Ravenell.
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