







[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME THE PORTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY 901 IN YORK COUNTY FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY 72 TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH CHERRY ROAD “STATE REPRESENTATIVE BESSIE MOODY‑LAWRENCE MEMORIAL HIGHWAY” AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS ALONG THIS PORTION OF HIGHWAY THAT CONTAIN THE WORDS “STATE REPRESENTATIVE BESSIE MOODY‑LAWRENCE MEMORIAL HIGHWAY”.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, for sixteen years, Bessie A. Moody‑Lawrence represented the citizens of District 49 in the House of Representatives with commitment and integrity; and

Whereas, she was born in Chester on February 14, 1941, to Bessie Lewis Ayers and Robert Douglas Ayers, Sr., and died on December 18, 2012.  She earned a bachelor’s degree from South Carolina State University in 1962, a master’s degree in education from Winthrop University in 1971, and a doctorate in education from the University of South Carolina in 1981; and

Whereas, in 1964, she married the late Lindberg Moody, Sr., and they raised three fine children, Lindberg, Jr., Katrina Joanne, and Leah Bess.  In 1991, she married the late James Earl Lawrence, and she had one stepchild, Erick C. Lawrence; and

Whereas, Representative Moody‑Lawrence served as the college marshal at Winthrop University from 1983 to 1997, the program coordinator of elementary education there from 1985 to 1988, and a member of the retired Emeritus faculty of that institution; and 

Whereas, she further served her community as the president of the South Carolina Association of Teacher Educators from 1982 to 1983, as the vice president of the Central City Optimist Club of Rock Hill from 1990 to 1991, and as the clerk of session of Hermon United Presbyterian Church from 1980 to 1986; and

Whereas, her assignments on the Education and Public Works Committee have included the Joint Committee to Study Alcohol and Drug Abuse and the Joint Legislative Committee on Children and Families; and

Whereas, Representative Moody‑Lawrence’s outstanding contributions to this State were recognized when she was named the 1997‑1998 Stennis Southern Women in Government Pacesetter and when she received The Laney Award from the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People in 2000; and 

Whereas, it would be fitting and proper to honor the memory of this great daughter of the Palmetto State by having a portion of a highway in York County named in her memory.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly request that the Department of Transportation name the portion of South Carolina Highway 901 in York County from its intersection with South Carolina Highway 72 to its intersection with Cherry Road “State Representative Bessie Moody‑Lawrence Memorial Highway” and erect appropriate markers or signs along this portion of highway that contain the words “State Representative Bessie Moody‑Lawrence Memorial Highway”.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Department of Transportation.
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