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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO CONGRATULATE THE HONORABLE STEVEN K. BENJAMIN, MAYOR OF COLUMBIA, UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS INAUGURATION AS PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF MAYORS.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives are pleased to learn of Mayor Steven K. Benjamin’s inauguration on May 7, 2018, as the seventy‑sixth president of the United States Conference of Mayors; and

Whereas, with a long history as the voice of America’s mayors in Washington, D.C., the United States Conference of Mayors was first chartered in 1933. The conference remains the official nonpartisan organization of cities with populations of 30,000 or more, with representation by 1,408 cities in the country today; and

Whereas, the United States Conference of Mayors will only continue to flourish under Mayor Benjamin’s strong leadership. As mayor of Columbia since April 2010, Mayor Benjamin has made it his mission to establish his city as the most talented, educated, and entrepreneurial city in America and to implement policies and programming for the betterment of its residents; and

Whereas, during Mayor Benjamin’s tenure, Columbia has seen significant growth, with the rebirth of Main Street, the city’s first poet laureate and public art initiative, a citywide family wellness initiative, new green infrastructure projects, new technologies for flood control, budget surpluses, regional capital investments, employment growth, and initiatives for young men of color; and

Whereas, a national and community leader, Mayor Benjamin serves with a number of organizations, including Municipal Bonds for America, African‑American Mayors Association, Mayors for 100% Clean Energy Campaign, Accelerator for America Advisory Council, New Leaders Council, Affordable Housing Advisory Council for Federal Home Loan Bank Atlanta, South Carolina Association for Community Economic Development, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, ETV Endowment of South Carolina, Columbia Urban League, Benedict College, Greater Columbia Chamber of Commerce, Eau Claire Promise Zone, Choose Children First, and Midlands Crimestoppers. He also teaches a class at the University of South Carolina Honors College and Columbia College; and

Whereas, he has received many honors and awards, including an Aspen Rodel Fellowship, honorary doctor of humanities from Francis Marion University, placement on the Washington Post’s “The Root 100 List” and 2014 GRIO 100, National Action Network’s Triumph Award, Historic Preservation Elected Official Award, Phoenix Award for Outstanding Contributions to Disaster Recovery by a Public Official, Partner America Small Business Advocate Award, Small & Minority Business Advocate of the Year, Walgreen’s Happy & Healthy Communities Champion Award, Deborah Boward Leadership Award, South Carolina Young Lawyer of the Year, National Bar Association Young Lawyer of the Year, and South Carolina Bar Association Pro Bono Law Firm of the Year; and

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives are grateful for the passion and dedication of Mayor Steven K. Benjamin in serving the people and the State of South Carolina and look with great interest to hear of his further accomplishments as president of the United States Conference of Mayors. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, congratulate the Honorable Steven K. Benjamin, mayor of Columbia, upon the occasion of his inauguration as president of the United States Conference of Mayors.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Mayor Steven K. Benjamin.
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