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THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND PUBLIC WORKS
	To whom was referred a Joint Resolution (H. 3587) to create the “Seizure Safety in Schools Study Committee” to examine issues related to epilepsy and seizure safety awareness in public schools, to provide for the membership of the study, etc., respectfully
REPORT:
	That they have duly and carefully considered the same and recommend that the same do pass with amendment:

	Amend the joint resolution, as and if amended, by deleting all after the enacting words and inserting:
	/ SECTION	1.	(A)	There is created the “Seizure Safety in Schools Study Committee.” The study committee shall review information concerning:
		(1)	the state of epilepsy awareness among public school teachers, staff, and administrators; 
		(2)	basic training in seizure response appropriate for public school teachers, staff, and administrators;
		(3)	existing laws, regulations, and policies affecting epilepsy and seizure safety in public schools; and
		(4)	other areas related to epilepsy and seizure safety in public schools that the committee considers necessary and relevant to its work.
	(B)	The study committee must be composed of fourteen members, consisting of the following:
		(1)		the Chairperson of the House of Representatives Committee on Education and Public Works or his designee; 
		(2)		the Chairperson of the Senate Education Committee or his designee;
		(3)		the Chairperson of the House of Representatives Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs Committee or his designee;
		(4)		the Chairperson of the Senate Medical Affairs Committee or his designee;
		(5)		a member of the South Carolina Board of Nursing appointed by the board;
		(6)		a public school nurse appointed by South Carolina Board of Nursing;
		(7)		a member of the South Carolina Board of Medical Examiners appointed by the board;
		(8)		a physician who practices pediatric neurology appointed by the South Carolina Board of Medical Examiners;
		(9)		a teacher appointed by the State Superintendent of Education;
		(10)	the Director of the Department of Health and Environmental Control or his designee;
		(11)	a public school administrator, appointed by the Governor, who shall serve as committee chair;
		(12)	a director of a children’s hospital appointed by the Governor;
		(13)	a parent of a public school student with a seizure disorder appointed by the Governor; and
		(14)	a representative from a statewide organization that supports families of children who have special medical needs appointed by the Governor.
	(C)	The Speaker of the House and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall provide staffing for the study committee. 
	(D)	Before January 31, 2018, the study committee shall make a report of the committee’s recommendations to the General Assembly at which time the study committee must be dissolved.
	SECTION	2.	This joint resolution takes effect upon approval by the Governor. /
	Renumber sections to conform.
	Amend title to conform.

MERITA A. ALLISON for Committee.
            

STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT
Explanation of Fiscal Impact
Amended by House Education and Public Works K-12 Subcommittee on February 14, 2017
State Expenditure
	This amended bill creates a Seizure Safety in Schools Study Committee consisting of fourteen members.  The committee will review information concerning the state of epilepsy awareness in public schools and basic training in seizure responses, among other information.   Before January 31, 2018, the committee will make a report on its recommendations to the General Assembly, after which the committee must be dissolved.  The amendment modifies the composition of the committee.  
Senate and House of Representatives.  This amended bill creates a study committee that includes two members from the Senate and two members from the House.  The cost to the legislative bodies for each member per meeting is subsistence of $195.53 and per diem of $35 plus mileage on non-session days.  These expenses will be managed within the budgets of the appointees’ respective legislative bodies.  Additionally, the staffing for this committee will be provided by the House and the Senate.   Any additional work will be managed by the existing staff and within existing appropriations.  Therefore, the amended bill does not have an expenditure impact on the general fund, other funds, or federal funds for the Senate or the House of Representatives.  
South Carolina Department of Education.  This amended bill creates a study committee that includes members from the South Carolina Department of Education.  The expenses of the members will be managed within the agency’s existing budget.  Therefore, the amended bill does not have an expenditure impact on the general fund, other funds, or federal funds for the South Carolina Department of Education.
Department of Health and Environmental Control.  This amended bill creates a study committee that includes a member from the Department of Health and Environmental Control.  We anticipate the expenses of this member will be managed within the agency’s existing budget.  Therefore, the amended bill is not expected to have an expenditure impact on the general fund, other funds, or federal funds for the Department of Health and Environmental Control.
Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation.  This amended bill creates a study committee that includes members from the Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation.  We anticipate the expenses of the members will be managed within the agency’s existing budget.  Therefore, the amended bill is not expected to have an expenditure impact on the general fund, other funds, or federal funds for the Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation.
Introduced on January 25, 2017
State Expenditure
	This bill creates a Seizure Safety in Schools Study Committee consisting of fourteen members.  The committee will review information concerning the state of epilepsy awareness in public schools and basic training in seizure responses, among other information.   Before January 31, 2018, the committee will make a report on its recommendations to the General Assembly, after which the committee must be dissolved.
Senate and House of Representatives.  This bill creates a study committee that includes two members from the Senate and two members from the House.  The cost to the legislative bodies for each member per meeting is subsistence of $195.53 and per diem of $35 plus mileage.  These expenses will be managed within the budgets of the appointees’ respective legislative bodies.  Additionally, the staffing for this committee will be provided by the House and the Senate.  Any additional work will be managed by the existing staff and within existing appropriations.  Therefore, the bill does not have an expenditure impact on the general fund, other funds, or federal funds for the Senate or the House of Representatives.  
South Carolina Department of Education.  This bill creates a study committee that includes members from the South Carolina Department of Education.  The expenses of the members will be managed within the agency’s existing budget.  Therefore, the bill does not have an expenditure impact on the general fund, other funds, or federal funds for the South Carolina Department of Education.
Department of Health and Environmental Control.  This bill creates a study committee that includes a member from the Department of Health and Environmental Control.  We anticipate the expenses of this member will be managed within the agency’s existing budget.  Therefore, the bill is not expected to have an expenditure impact on the general fund, other funds, or federal funds for the Department of Health and Environmental Control.
Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation.  This bill creates a study committee that includes members from the Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation.  We anticipate the expenses of the members will be managed within the agency’s existing budget.  Therefore, the bill is not expected to have an expenditure impact on the general fund, other funds, or federal funds for the Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation.

Frank A. Rainwater, Executive Director
Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office
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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: whattype]A JOINT RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO CREATE THE “SEIZURE SAFETY IN SCHOOLS STUDY COMMITTEE” TO EXAMINE ISSUES RELATED TO EPILEPSY AND SEIZURE SAFETY AWARENESS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS, TO PROVIDE FOR THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE STUDY COMMITTEE, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE STUDY COMMITTEE’S TERMINATION. 
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the South Carolina General Assembly finds that approximately 326,000 American children under the age of fifteen have epilepsy; and

Whereas, the South Carolina General Assembly finds thousands of South Carolina students, families, teachers, school administrators, and staff are impacted by students who have epilepsy; and

Whereas, the South Carolina General Assembly finds an understanding of epilepsy, seizures, seizure responses, and academic support is necessary to ensure the safety and educational achievement of students who have epilepsy. Now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION	1.	(A)	There is created the “Seizure Safety in Schools Study Committee.” The study committee shall review information concerning:
		(1)	the state of epilepsy awareness among public school teachers, staff, and administrators; 
		(2)	basic training in seizure response appropriate for public school teachers, staff, and administrators;
		(3)	existing laws, regulations, and policies affecting epilepsy and seizure safety in public schools; and
		(4)	other areas related to epilepsy and seizure safety in public schools that the committee considers necessary and relevant to its work.
	(B)	The study committee must be composed of fourteen members, consisting of the following:
		(1)	the State Superintendent of Education or his designee;
		(2)	the Director of the Department of Health and Environmental Control or his designee;
		(3)	the Chairperson of the House of Representatives Committee on Education and Public Works or his designee; 
		(4)	the Chairperson of the Senate Education Committee or his designee;
		(5)	the Chairperson of the House of Representatives Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs Committee or his designee;
		(6)	the Chairperson of the Senate Medical Affairs Committee or his designee;
		(7)	the Chairperson of the South Carolina Board of Nursing or his designee;
		(8)	the Chairperson of the South Carolina Board of Medical Examiners or his designee;
		(9)	a licensee of the South Carolina Board of Nursing appointed by the board; 
		(10)	a public school administrator appointed by the State Superintendent of Education;
		(11)	a physician licensed by the South Carolina Board of Medical Examiners who practices pediatric neurology, appointed by the board; 
		(12)	a director of a children’s hospital appointed by the Governor;
		(13)	a parent of a public school student appointed by the Governor; and
		(14)	a representative from a statewide organization that supports families of children who have special medical needs appointed by the Governor.
	(C)	The Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall provide staffing for the study committee. 
	(D)	Before January 31, 2018, the study committee shall make a report of the committee’s recommendations to the General Assembly at which time the study committee must be dissolved.

SECTION	2.	This joint resolution takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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