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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR DR. DOROTHY BUCKHANAN‑WILSON, INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT OF ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC., FOR HER NOTEWORTHY AND DISTINGUISHED CAREER AND MEANINGFUL COMMUNITY SERVICE.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives are pleased to learn that Sumter native Dr. Dorothy Buckhanan‑Wilson, currently living in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, serves as the twenty‑ninth international president of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. (AKA), the nation’s first Greek‑letter organization established by black women; and

Whereas, initiated in the AKA’s Psi Chapter at Benedict College in 1980 where she earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration and economics, she was installed as president at the sorority’s sixty‑sixth Biennial International Conference in 2014 in Charlotte, North Carolina; and

Whereas, Dr. Buckhanan‑Wilson also earned a master’s degree from Clark Atlanta University, graduating from both institutions with honors, and her alma mater in Columbia conferred on her an honorary degree in humane letters; and

Whereas, as the first member of her family ever to attend college, she has remained a strong proponent of education, and consequently, she has established two endowed scholarships: The Dorothy Buckhanan‑Wilson Endowment for students in business through the AKA Educational Advancement Foundation and the Lucious and Sallie Wilson Endowed Scholarships, named in honor of her grandparents; and

Whereas, Dr. Buckhanan‑Wilson is a longtime corporate executive in both the nonprofit and for profit sectors with organizations such as Xerox, SC Johnson Wax, and Goodwill Industries, where she was responsible for a twenty‑five million dollar enterprise in southeastern Wisconsin and metropolitan Chicago; and

Whereas, with more than sixty thousand clients whom she served and four hundred employees, Dr. Buckhanan‑Wilson was one of the most senior officials at the largest Goodwill affiliate in the world.  Her distinguished careers at Xerox and SC Johnson Wax included her service as marketing executive, and she became the first African American and the youngest woman promoted to brand manager; and 

Whereas, Dr. Buckhanan‑Wilson’s professional excellence and notable leadership acumen have been recognized with a Leading Change Award, Outstanding Milwaukee Non‑Profit Executive Award, 40 Leaders Under 40 Award, and Lifetime Achievement Award for service to Milwaukee‑area residents.  She was previously commended by the South Carolina Legislature for outstanding professional and community service; and

Whereas, the South Carolina House of Representatives is pleased to honor this remarkable daughter of the Palmetto State for her significant contributions in business and in her community.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize and honor Dr. Dorothy Buckhanan‑Wilson, international president of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., for her noteworthy and distinguished career and meaningful community service. 

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Dr. Dorothy Buckhanan‑Wilson.
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