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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO HONOR AND COMMEND VOCAL ARTIST SHEILA E. FOR A STELLAR MUSICAL CAREER AND TO WELCOME HER TO THE PALMETTO STATE IN CONNECTION WITH HER PERFORMANCES PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE LATE, RENOWNED SINGER-SONGWRITER PRINCE IN THE “LEGENDS OF” SERIES HOSTED BY THE AUNTIE KAREN FOUNDATION.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the members of the House of Representatives of the State of South Carolina deem it fitting and proper to pause in their deliberations to welcome Sheila E. to our great State for her performance in the “Legends of” series with A Tribute to Prince featuring Morris Day and The Time and Sheila E. to be held on Friday, February 16, 2018; and

Whereas, the “Legends of” series is a comprehensive salute to African American achievement in the arts. The Auntie Karen Foundation created the concert series to pay tribute to the contributions African-American music has made to history.  Each year during Black History Month, the series profiles a jazz, rhythm and blues, gospel, or blues artist who has made a lasting contribution to the history of music.  This year’s tribute will be to Prince and feature some phenomenal artists, including Sheila E.; and

Whereas, born Sheila Cecelia Escovedo on December 12, 1957, Sheila E. is the daughter of legendary jazz percussionist Pete Escovedo.  As such, she was born into a musical family that also included her uncle Alejandro Escovedo; and

Whereas, she began her professional career just prior to her twentieth birthday, playing percussion on the 1976 albums of Alphonso Johnson (Yesterday’s Dreams) and Merl Saunders (You Can Leave Your Hat On).  She also played on her father’s 1977 session Solo Two; and

Whereas, in 1977, she joined George Duke’s band and moonlighted on sessions by Con Funk Shun, the Rowans, and Herbie Hancock; and

Whereas, during the early 1980s, she continued to play studio sessions, then landed a spot in Marvin Gaye’s touring band in 1983; and

Whereas, in the mid‑1980s, Sheila E. was the biggest and brightest of Prince’s protégées, unique in seeming that she could stand toe‑to‑toe with the Purple One. During his post‑Revolution tours of the late ‘80s, Prince showcased Sheila E, the culmination of an association that began when Prince wrote and co‑produced her 1984 breakthrough “The Glamorous Life”. Additionally, they were featured together in the duet “A Love Bizarre,” the 1985 follow‑up that was her second‑biggest hit; and

Whereas, Sheila E. continued to go on tour with other celebrities such as Ringo Starr and recording her own albums; and

Whereas, the members of the House of Representatives wish Sheila E. good luck in her upcoming performance honoring the late great Prince.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the House of Representatives of South Carolina, by this resolution, honor and commend vocal artist Sheila E. for a stellar musical career and welcome her to the Palmetto State in connection with her performances paying tribute to the late, renowned singer-songwriter Prince in the “Legends of” series hosted by the Auntie Karen Foundation.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Sheila E.
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