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[bookmark: titletop]TO AMEND SECTIONS 46‑5‑10 AND 46‑5‑20, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE CREATION, MEMBERSHIP, AND POWER OF THE AGRICULTURE COMMISSION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT COMMISSIONERS SHALL SERVE UNTIL THEIR SUCCESSORS ARE ELECTED AND QUALIFIED, HOWEVER, A COMMISSIONER MAY SERVE IN A HOLDOVER CAPACITY FOR NOT MORE THAN SIX MONTHS; TO DELETE ITS POWER TO ADOPT CERTAIN POLICIES, RULES, AND REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND ANNUALLY APPROVE CERTAIN BUDGET REQUESTS PRIOR TO BEING SUBMITTED TO THE GOVERNOR AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY; AND TO REPEAL SECTION 46‑3‑50 RELATING TO THE BOND IMPOSED UPON THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE.
[bookmark: titleend]
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION	1.	Section 46‑5‑10 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

	“Section 46‑5‑10.	There is created the Agriculture Commission of South Carolina, to be composed of one member from each judicial circuit and one member from the State at large who shall be designated chairman. The Commissioner of Agriculture shall be a member, ex officio, but without the power to vote. All terms shall be for four years, except that of the chairman, who shall be appointed by the Governor and whose term shall be coterminous with the office of the Governor appointing. Commissioners shall continue to serve until their successors are elected and qualified. However, a commissioner may serve in a holdover capacity for a period not to exceed six months. The chairman shall be an agricultural producer or grower of agricultural products. The member representing a judicial circuit shall be elected by the legislative delegations representing the circuit. Representation on the Commission shall be rotated among the counties of the circuit except by unanimous consent of all members of the legislative delegation representing the circuit. The Commissioner of Agriculture shall serve as secretary to the Commission. No one shall be appointed or elected who should attain the mandatory retirement age prior to the expiration of his term.
	The legislative delegations representing the counties of each judicial circuit shall meet upon written call of a majority of the members of the delegations of each judicial circuit at a time and place to be designated in such call for the purpose of electing a member of the Commission to represent such circuit. A majority present, either in person or by written proxy, of the members of the county legislative delegations from a given circuit shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of electing a member, but no person shall be declared elected who shall fail to receive a majority vote of all the members of the county legislative delegations from the circuit. The joint county legislative delegations of each circuit shall be organized by the election of a chairman and a secretary and such joint legislative delegations shall, subject to the provisions herein, adopt such rules as they deem proper to govern the election. Any absentee may vote by written proxy. When the election is completed, the chairman and secretary of the joint county legislative delegations of each circuit shall immediately transmit the name of the person elected to the Secretary of State who shall forthwith issue to such person, after he has taken the usual oath of office, a certificate of election as a member of the Agriculture Commission of South Carolina. The Governor shall thereupon issue a commission to such person and pending such issuance the certificate of election shall be a sufficient warrant to such person to perform all of the duties and functions of his office.
	Any vacancy shall be filled in the manner as prescribed herein by election by the legislative delegations of the judicial circuit for the unexpired portion of the term.
	The Commission shall meet on the call of the chairman or a majority of the members.”

SECTION	2.	Section 46‑5‑20 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

	“Section 46‑5‑20.	The Commission shall have the power to:
	(1)	Adopt policies, rules and regulations of the Department of Agriculture for its own government not inconsistent with the laws of the State.
	(2)	Annually approve budget requests for the institutions, agencies and service under the control of the Department of Agriculture as prepared by the Commissioner of Agriculture prior to being submitted to the Governor and to the General Assembly.
	(3)	Appoint such committees and such members of committees as may be required or as may be desirable to carry out the orderly function of the Commission.
	(4)(2)	Cooperate fully with the Commissioner of Agriculture at all times to the end that the State’s agricultural economy may constantly be improved.
	(5)(3)	Assume such other responsibilities and exercise such other powers and perform such other duties as may be assigned to it by law.”

SECTION	3.	Section 46‑3‑50 of the 1976 Code is repealed.

SECTION	4.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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