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[bookmark: titletop]TO HONOR AND COMMEND DR. MATTHEW Y. C. LIN FOR HIS LIFETIME COMMITMENT TO PROVIDING QUALITY HEALTHCARE TO MINORITIES. 
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the members of the House of Representatives of South Carolina deem it proper to pause in their deliberations to honor Dr. Matthew Y. C. Lin for the humanitarian work to which he has dedicated himself; and

Whereas, Dr. Matthew Y. C. Lin was appointed deputy assistant secretary for minority health and director of the Office of Minority Health at the U. S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) on August 21, 2017. The Office of Minority Health (OMH) is dedicated to improving the health of racial and ethnic minority populations through the development of health policies and programs that will help eliminate health disparities, provide access to quality care, and advance health equity; and

Whereas, under Dr. Lin’s leadership, OMH oversees the implementation of the HHS Action Plan to Reduce Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities and the National Partnership for Action to End Health Disparities. Dr. Lin also guides OMH’s work on key HHS priorities, including addressing the opioid epidemic, childhood obesity, and serious mental illness; and

Whereas, as an orthopedic surgeon, Dr. Lin has spent most of his professional career serving a primarily minority population in the San Gabriel Valley of California. Among other responsibilities there, he served as a member of the board of directors at Alhambra Hospital and Garfield Medical Center. For the past two decades, he also has been involved in medical relief efforts for natural disasters worldwide, including the 2015 earthquake in Nepal, the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, the 2005 tsunami in Sri Lanka, and Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans also in 2005; and

Whereas, Dr. Lin received his medical degree from Taipei Medical University. He arrived in the United States from Taipei in the early 1970s, completing residencies in Baltimore at Medstar Union Memorial Hospital and Johns Hopkins Hospital, where he specialized in hand and orthopedic surgery. He also served on the faculties of the University of Southern California, Western University of Health Sciences, and the California Northstate University College of Medicine; and

Whereas, Dr. Lin has been active in numerous medical and health policy organizations and is the recipient of a number of prestigious awards, including the Los Angeles County Medical Association’s Leadership Award for Public Service and the California Hospital Association’s Leadership in Governance Award. He has also served as mayor, vice‑mayor, and city councilman in San Marino, California; and

Whereas, the members of the House of Representatives are grateful for the legacy Dr. Lin has created and wish him much continued success and happiness.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, honor and commend Dr. Matthew Y. C. Lin for his lifetime commitment to providing quality healthcare to minorities.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Dr. Matthew Y. C. Lin.
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