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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A SENATE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO CONGRATULATE THE AIKEN COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM UPON THE OCCASION OF ITS FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY AND TO COMMEND THE MUSEUM FOR ITS MANY YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO AIKEN COUNTY AND THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the members of the South Carolina Senate are pleased to recognize the Aiken County Historical Museum as it celebrates this important milestone; and

Whereas, the Aiken County Historical Museum opened to the public in June of 1970. Its founders were Arthur W. Courtney, Nancy N. Courtney, and S. Perrin Toole; and

Whereas, operating under the direction of the Aiken County Historical Commission, the Aiken County Historical Museum aims to collect and preserve historical material relating to Aiken County’s past, present, and future in order to display and interpret this information for the public; and

Whereas, unlike many museums, the Aiken County Historical Museum is a living museum, with exhibits frequently changing and often consisting of privately owned items; and

Whereas, the Aiken County Historical Museum was first housed in the Aiken County Jail from 1970 until 1984; and

Whereas, in 1984, the Aiken County Historical Museum moved into a portion of Banksia, the Winter Colony home built by Richard F. Howe, and in 1992, it expanded to assume the entirety of Banksia’s 17,500 square feet and 3.5 acres; and

Whereas, the grounds of the Aiken County Historical Museum are also home to an 1890s one-room schoolhouse and a log cabin built in 1808; and

Whereas, over the past fifty years, the Aiken County Historical Museum has helped define and strengthen Aiken County by preserving, interpreting, promoting, and displaying the county’s history; and

Whereas, the Aiken County Historical Museum is supported by the citizens of Aiken County, the Aiken County Historical Commissioners, the Friends of the Aiken County Historical Museum, and the many volunteers and supporters of the museum; and

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina Senate greatly appreciate the dedication and commitment of the Aiken County Historical Museum to serving the people and the State of South Carolina.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate:

That the members of the South Carolina Senate, by this resolution, congratulate the Aiken County Historical Museum upon the occasion of its fiftieth anniversary and commend the museum for its many years of dedicated service to Aiken County and the State of South Carolina.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to the Aiken County Historical Museum.
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