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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR DAMON LAMAR FORDHAM FOR HIS MANY YEARS OF DEDICATED COMMUNITY SERVICE TO THE PEOPLE OF CHARLESTON AND TO EXTEND BEST WISHES AS HE CONTINUES TO SERVE IN THE YEARS AHEAD.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, it is with great pleasure that the South Carolina House of Representatives recognizes those individuals who give tirelessly of themselves to the welfare of this great state’s citizenry. Having spent his life working to enhance the lives of others, Damon Lamar Fordham exemplifies such South Carolinians; and

Whereas, Damon was born in Spartanburg on December 23, 1964, to Anne Montgomery. The following year, however, he was adopted by Pearl and Abraham Fordham of Mt. Pleasant. After graduating from high school, he attended the University of South Carolina, where he received his undergraduate degrees. He then attended the College of Charleston and The Citadel, where he received his Masters Degree in History; and

Whereas, Mr. Fordham believes strongly in education and active participation in his community. He currently teaches United States and African‑American History at Charleston Southern University and The Citadel in Charleston, and has previously taught United States History and African‑American Studies at the College of Charleston; and

Whereas, an active writer, he was a weekly columnist for the Charleston Coastal Times from 1994 to 1998, as well as the author of Mr. Potts and Me, in 2012, Voices of Black South Carolina ‑ Legend and Legacy, in 2009, True Stories of Black South Carolina, in 2008, and coauthored Born to Serve ‑ The Story of the WBEMC in South Carolina, in 2006. He has also performed research and written articles, which have appeared in the books of other writers; and

Whereas, contributing his knowledge and voice beyond the written page, Mr. Fordham has appeared on numerous radio and television programs in both the United States and the United Kingdom to comment on history and storytelling; and

Whereas, he strives to live by the motto, “Educate yourself to lead yourself, for if you wait on others to show you the way, you will wait for a long time”; and

Whereas, the members of the House recognize that the success of the State of South Carolina, the strength of its communities, and the vitality of American society as a whole depend, in great measure, upon the dedication of individuals like Damon Lamar Fordham who use their talents and resources to serve others. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize and honor Damon Lamar Fordham for his many years of dedicated community service to the people of Charleston and to extend best wishes as he continues to serve in the years ahead.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Damon Lamar Fordham.
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