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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME THE PORTION OF UNITED STATES HIGHWAY 178 IN ORANGEBURG COUNTY FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH GORDON DRIVE TO THE BOWMAN TOWN LIMIT “COUNCILMAN NATHANIEL ‘NAY’ GAINES MEMORIAL HIGHWAY” AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS ALONG THIS PORTION OF HIGHWAY CONTAINING THESE WORDS.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, born December 12, 1936, to the late Daniel and Bessie Gaines in Bowman, South Carolina, Mr. Nathaniel ‘Nay’ Gaines departed this life on November 4, 2017; and

Whereas, a 1957 graduate of Bethune Bowman Memorial High School in Rowesville, Mr. Gaines served a stint in the United States Army and was honorably discharged. He went on to become the first African‑American lab technician at Greenwood Mills, where he spent twenty‑seven years until its closure. He then joined the Zenith Cable Company where he retired after seventeen years of service; and 

Whereas, a symbol of his legacy in the community can be seen in Gaines Mini Stop, the first black‑owned business in Bowman, which Mr. Gaines established in October 1978, and it is still in operation. Ever active in his community, as president of the Bowman High School Booster Club he spearheaded the move to purchase the school’s first activity bus; and 

Whereas, Mr. Gaines was a member of the Bowman Town Council until his death, a member of the NAACP, and a founding member of the 500 Club. He was said to always have a smile on his face and enjoyed telling jokes to his friends, family, and grandchildren; and 

Whereas, at an early age he joined Antioch Baptist Church. A faithful and dedicated member until his death, Councilman Gaines served the church as a trustee and chairman of the Trustee Board for many years; and

Whereas, Mr. Gaines married Miss Hattie Mae White on January 12, 1960, a union that was blessed with three sons. During the course of their fifty‑seven‑year marriage, the family grew to include three daughters‑in‑law, eleven grandchildren, and eleven great‑grandchildren; and

Whereas, it is fitting and proper that members of the South Carolina General Assembly pause to pay homage to Councilman Nathaniel ‘Nay’ Gaines, who devoted his life to God, family, and community by naming a portion of highway in Orangeburg County in his memory.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concurring:

That the members of the South Carolina General Assembly request the Department of Transportation name the portion of United States Highway 178 in Orangeburg County from its intersection with Gordon Drive to the Bowman Town Limit “Councilman Nathaniel ‘Nay’ Gaines Memorial Highway” and erect appropriate markers or signs along this portion of highway containing these words.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Department of Transportation.
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