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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO CONGRATULATE THE ORGANIZERS OF SOUTH CAROLINA BLACK VOTER DAY AS A RALLYING CALL TO ALL BLACK SOUTH CAROLINIANS TO EXERCISE THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL AND GOD‑GIVEN RIGHTS BY VOTING IN THE NOVEMBER 3, 2020, ELECTION AND TO DECLARE OCTOBER 6, 2020, “BLACK VOTER DAY” IN SOUTH CAROLINA.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, in the spirit of the late Civil Rights icon John Lewis, too many people have struggled, suffered, and died to make it possible for all Americans to exercise their right to vote.  And the Black community has come too far together to ever turn back.  So they must not be silent.  They must stand up, speak up, and speak out.  They must march to the polls like never before.  They must come together and exercise their sacred right; and

Whereas, more than 894,000 Black voters are registered in the State of South Carolina, and in 2018, only half of registered Black voters exercised their constitutional and God‑given right to vote.  That number must increase so that every voice is heard; and

Whereas, organizers have chosen October 6 as South Carolina Black Voter Day, because by this date, in‑person absentee voting will be fully available in every South Carolina county; and

Whereas, every Black South Carolina voter is encouraged to make a personal voting plan, choosing the day and time to vote, either on October 6 or on any business day through Election Day, November 3; and
 
Whereas, Black voters in South Carolina are encouraged to take a family, a friend, or a neighbor to vote; and

Whereas, everyone not yet registered to vote is encouraged to register.  Registered voters are encouraged to check their voter registration, find the polling location or in‑person absentee location for their county, know the candidates on their ballot, and begin voting on October 6. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, congratulate the organizers of South Carolina Black Voter Day as a rallying call to all Black South Carolinians to exercise their constitutional and God‑given rights by voting in the November 3, 2020, election and declare October 6, 2020, “Black Voter Day” in South Carolina.
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