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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A SENATE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO CONGRATULATE AND CELEBRATE WITH JIM GANDY ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT AFTER TWENTY YEARS AS “SOUTH CAROLINA’S WEATHERMAN” WITH WLTX AND TO WISH HIM MANY HOURS OF HAPPINESS IN HIS HARD‑EARNED RETIREMENT.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the members of the Senate of South Carolina deem it fitting and proper to pause in their deliberations to honor and recognize Jim Gandy on the occasion of his retirement after over twenty years spent keeping the citizens of the Midlands informed of a slew of weather events; and

Whereas, a 1974 graduate of Florida State University with a Bachelor of Science in meteorology, Jim went on to do his post‑graduate work in Atmospheric Science at the University of South Carolina; and

Whereas, his career commenced in Houston, Texas, with the Center for Storm Research. In 1975, he went to work at WREG‑TV in Memphis as the first meteorologist to ever regularly appear on television in that city; and

Whereas, Jim joined the meteorology staff of KTVY‑TV in Oklahoma City in 1977, and in 1982, he joined the consulting firm WeatherData, Inc., in Wichita, where he served as Director of Technical Operations; and 

Whereas, in 1984, Jim moved to Columbia, joining the WIS team. Within ten years, Jim was named the Best TV Weather Forecaster by The State newspaper. Columbia Metropolitan Magazine also named him Best TV Weather Personality for five consecutive years; and

Whereas, Jim transitioned to a position with Gannett in 1998 as a meteorological consultant with the weather staffs of a twenty‑one‑station broadcast group. He also worked as a regular contributor to The State newspaper, which carried his weekly question and answer column, a monthly weather outlook, and feature articles; and

Whereas, on December 1, 1999, Jim Gandy partnered with the WLTX team as Chief Meteorologist, quickly earning the moniker of “South Carolina’s Weatherman”; and

Whereas, over the years, Jim’s name has become synonymous with the most accurate weather coverage, specializing in severe weather events, even earning him the Masters Award from the South Carolina Broadcasters Association. He became legendary for his forecast of Hurricane Hugo. He and his team have been named the most accurate forecasters in the Columbia market area for the past eight years; and

Whereas, Jim’s passion for meteorology is evident, made more so by his membership in a number of related societies, some of which include the National Weather Association, the American Association for the Advancement of Science, the Planetary Society, and the American Geophysical Union; and

Whereas, in an effort to bring the science of meteorology to schools, Jim has occasionally taught a course called Weather Science for Teachers through the Center for Science Education at the University of South Carolina; and

Whereas, the members of the Senate are grateful for Jim’s countless contributions to the community and hope that he finds much enjoyment in his retirement.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate:

That the members of the South Carolina Senate, by this resolution, congratulate and celebrate with Jim Gandy on the occasion of his retirement after twenty years as “South Carolina’s weatherman” with WLTX and wish him many hours of happiness in his hard‑earned retirement.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Jim Gandy.
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