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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A BILL

[bookmark: titletop]TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 44‑29‑260 SO AS TO PROHIBIT BUSINESSES, GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES, AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN THIS STATE FROM REQUIRING PATRONS, RESIDENTS, OR STUDENTS TO PROVIDE PROOF OF VACCINATION FOR COVID‑19, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.
[bookmark: titleend]
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION	1.	Chapter 29, Title 44 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:

	“Section 44‑29‑260.	(A)	A for‑profit or not‑for‑profit business entity, organized in any form whatsoever operating in this State, may not require patrons or customers to provide any documentation certifying COVID‑19 vaccination or post‑infection recovery to gain access to, entry upon, or service from the business’s operations in this State. This subsection does not otherwise restrict businesses from instituting screening protocols in accordance with state or federal law to protect public health. 
	(B)	A South Carolina governmental agency, division, authority, board, commission, instrumentality, political subdivision, municipality, county, or other governmental entity  may not require any documentation certifying COVID‑19 vaccination or post‑infection recovery to gain access to, entry upon, or service from the governmental entity’s operations in this State. This subsection does not otherwise restrict governmental entities from instituting screening protocols in accordance with state or federal law to protect public health. 
	(C)	An educational institution may not require students or residents to provide any documentation certifying COVID‑19 vaccination or post‑infection recovery for attendance or enrollment, or to gain access to, entry upon, or service from the educational institution in this State. This subsection does not otherwise restrict educational institutions from instituting screening protocols in accordance with state or federal law to protect public health. For purposes of this subsection, ‘educational institution’ means a school, including a preschool, elementary school, middle school, junior high school, secondary school, career center, and post‑secondary school, whether public or nonpublic. 
	(D)	A violation of this section may result in a fine imposed by the Department of Health and Environmental Control, not to exceed five thousand dollars per violation. 
	(E)	This section does not apply to a health care provider or health care facility, as those terms are defined in Section 44‑4‑130, or to a health care provider or practitioner licensed or certified pursuant to Title 40.”

SECTION	2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑

[4391]	1
