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The House assembled at 12:00 noon.
Deliberations were opened with prayer by Rev. Charles E. Seastrunk,
Jr., as follows:

Our thought for today is from Psalm 40:5: “You have multiplied, O
Lord my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us.”

Let us pray. Blessings and glory and might be with us as these
Representatives and staff do the wonderful deeds assigned to them while
doing the work for the people of South Carolina. Bless each of Your
people as they go about their lives. May our defenders of freedom and
first responders stay safe. Protect our medical personnel from all harm
as they continue to wait, comfort, and heal our people. Bless our Nation,
President, State, Governor, Speaker, staff, and all who give of
themselves for the people of this State. Heal the wounds, those seen and
those hidden, of our brave warriors who suffer and sacrifice for our
freedom. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayers. Amen.

Pursuant to Rule 6.3, the House of Representatives was led in the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America by the
SPEAKER.

After corrections to the Journal of the proceedings of Friday, January
15, the SPEAKER ordered it confirmed.

MOTION ADOPTED
Rep. SIMRILL moved that when the House adjourns, it adjourn in
memory of former Representative Joyce Hearn, which was agreed to.

SILENT PRAYER
The House stood in silent prayer for the family and friends of former
Representative Joyce Hearn.
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEE
Rep. G. M. SMITH, from the Committee on Ways and Means,
submitted a favorable report on:

H. 3607 -- Reps. Lucas, G. M. Smith and McGarry: A BILL TO
AMEND SECTION 11-41-20, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH
CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE STATE GENERAL
OBLIGATION ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOND ACT, SO AS
TO ALLOW FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO DEFRAY THE
COST OF INFRASTRUCTURE FOR CERTAIN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS; TO AMEND SECTION 11-41-30,
RELATING TO DEFINITIONS FOR SUCH BONDS, SO AS TO
INCLUDE GOVERNMENT-OWNED PROJECTS AND
UNDERTAKINGS THAT SUPPORT OR PROMOTE A
FOUNDATION FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH AND INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT, AND TO EXPAND THE DEFINITION OF
"INFRASTRUCTURE"; TO AMEND SECTIONS 11-41-50 AND 11-
41-60, RELATING TO SUCH BONDS, SO AS TO MAKE A
CONFORMING CHANGE; TO AMEND SECTION 11-41-70,
RELATING TO BOND NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS, SO AS
TO SPECIFY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS
FOR SUCH GOVERNMENT-OWNED PROJECTS; TO AMEND
SECTION 11-41-80, RELATING TO THE RESOLUTION
EFFECTING THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS, SO AS TO
SPECIFY THAT THE STATE FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY
AUTHORITY SHALL ADOPT THE RESOLUTION, AND TO
AMEND SECTION 11-41-90, RELATING TO THE AUTHORIZING
RESOLUTION, SO AS TO MAKE A CONFORMING CHANGE.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. G. M. SMITH, from the Committee on Ways and Means,
submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

H. 3608 -- Reps. Lucas, G.M. Smith, Allison, Whitmire and
McGarry: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO ADDRESS A FUNDING
SHORTFALL FOR THE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL DISTRICT
AS A RESULT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ENACTING ACT
135 OF 2020 DUE TO FINANCIAL UNCERTAINTIES CAUSED BY
THE COVID-19 VIRUS, BY APPROPRIATING NINE MILLION
DOLLARS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FOR
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DISTRIBUTION TO THE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL DISTRICT
FOR PER PUPIL FUNDING FOR THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR.
Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. G. M. SMITH, from the Committee on Ways and Means,
submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

H. 3609 -- Reps. Lucas, G. M. Smith, Allison, Whitmire, Huggins,
Ballentine, Wooten, Calhoon, McGarry, M. M. Smith and Yow: A
JOINT RESOLUTION TO RESTORE TEACHER STEP INCREASES
THAT WERE SUSPENDED BY ACT 135 OF 2020 DUE TO
FINANCIAL UNCERTAINTIES CAUSED BY THE COVID-19
VIRUS, BY APPROPRIATING FIFTY MILLION DOLLARS TO
PROVIDE FOR TEACHER STEP INCREASES FOR THE 2020-2021
SCHOOL YEAR.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 3701 -- Reps. Wooten, Alexander, Allison, Anderson, Atkinson,
Bailey, Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bennett, Bernstein, Blackwell,
Bradley, Brawley, Brittain, Bryant, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter,
Caskey, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Cogswell, Collins, B. Cox,
W. Cox, Crawford, Dabney, Daning, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson,
Felder, Finlay, Forrest, Fry, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gilliam, Gilliard,
Govan, Haddon, Hardee, Hart, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Henegan,
Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hill, Hiott, Hixon, Hosey, Howard, Huggins,
Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, K. O. Johnson, Jones,
Jordan, Kimmons, King, Kirby, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Lucas, Magnuson,
Martin, Matthews, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, McGarry,
McGinnis, McKnight, J. Moore, T.Moore, Morgan, D.C. Moss,
V. S. Moss, Murphy, Murray, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, Oremus,
Ott, Parks, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robinson, Rose, Rutherford,
Sandifer, Simrill, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, M. M. Smith, Stavrinakis,
Stringer, Taylor, Tedder, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Weeks, West,
Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, R. Williams, S. Williams, Willis
and Yow: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE PROFOUND
SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES UPON THE PASSING OF JAMES
EDWARD "ED" CHAMBERS, JR., OF CAYCE, TO CELEBRATE

[HJ] 3



TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2021

HIS LIFE, AND TO EXTEND THE DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HIS
FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 3702 -- Reps. Nutt, Alexander, Allison, Anderson, Atkinson,
Bailey, Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bennett, Bernstein, Blackwell,
Bradley, Brawley, Brittain, Bryant, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter,
Caskey, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Cogswell, Collins, B. Cox,
W. Cox, Crawford, Dabney, Daning, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson,
Felder, Finlay, Forrest, Fry, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gilliam, Gilliard,
Govan, Haddon, Hardee, Hart, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Henegan,
Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hill, Hiott, Hixon, Hosey, Howard, Huggins,
Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, K. O. Johnson, Jones,
Jordan, Kimmons, King, Kirby, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Lucas, Magnuson,
Martin, Matthews, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, McGarry,
McGinnis, McKnight, J. Moore, T.Moore, Morgan, D.C. Moss,
V. S. Moss, Murphy, Murray, B. Newton, W. Newton, Oremus, Ott,
Parks, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robinson, Rose, Rutherford, Sandifer,
Simrill, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, M. M. Smith, Stavrinakis, Stringer,
Taylor, Tedder, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Weeks, West, Wetmore,
Wheeler, White, Whitmire, R. Williams, S. Williams, Willis, Wooten
and Yow: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR
ANN MCCALL SALWAY OF ABNER CREEK ACADEMY IN
SPARTANBURG COUNTY AND TO CONGRATULATE HER
UPON BEING CHOSEN AS A K-8 EXTRAORDINARY EDUCATOR
BY CURRICULUM ASSOCIATES.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 3703 -- Reps. Finlay, Alexander, Allison, Anderson, Atkinson,
Bailey, Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bennett, Bernstein, Blackwell,
Bradley, Brawley, Brittain, Bryant, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter,
Caskey, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Cogswell, Collins, B. Cox,
W. Cox, Crawford, Dabney, Daning, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson,
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Felder, Forrest, Fry, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gilliam, Gilliard, Govan,
Haddon, Hardee, Hart, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Henegan,
Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hill, Hiott, Hixon, Hosey, Howard, Huggins,
Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, K. O. Johnson, Jones,
Jordan, Kimmons, King, Kirby, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Lucas, Magnuson,
Martin, Matthews, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, McGarry,
McGinnis, McKnight, J. Moore, T.Moore, Morgan, D.C.Moss,
V. S. Moss, Murphy, Murray, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, Oremus,
Ott, Parks, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robinson, Rose, Rutherford,
Sandifer, Simrill, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, M. M. Smith, Stavrinakis,
Stringer, Taylor, Tedder, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Weeks, West,
Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, R. Williams, S. Williams, Willis,
Wooten and Yow: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE
PROFOUND SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH
CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES UPON THE
PASSING OF MARION TOWLES BURNSIDE, JR., OF COLUMBIA,
TO CELEBRATE HIS LIFE, AND TO EXTEND THE DEEPEST
SYMPATHY TO HIS FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 3704 -- Reps. Carter, Alexander, Allison, Anderson, Atkinson,
Bailey, Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bennett, Bernstein, Blackwell,
Bradley, Brawley, Brittain, Bryant, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Caskey,
Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Cogswell, Collins, B. Cox, W. Cox,
Crawford, Dabney, Daning, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson, Felder,
Finlay, Forrest, Fry, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gilliam, Gilliard, Govan,
Haddon, Hardee, Hart, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Henegan,
Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hill, Hiott, Hixon, Hosey, Howard, Huggins,
Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, K. O. Johnson, Jones,
Jordan, Kimmons, King, Kirby, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Lucas, Magnuson,
Martin, Matthews, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, McGarry,
McGinnis, McKnight, J. Moore, T.Moore, Morgan, D. C. Moss,
V. S. Moss, Murphy, Murray, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, Oremus,
Ott, Parks, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robinson, Rose, Rutherford,
Sandifer, Simrill, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, M. M. Smith, Stavrinakis,
Stringer, Taylor, Tedder, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Weeks, West,
Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, R. Williams, S. Williams, Willis,
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Wooten and Yow: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO HONOR THE D.W.
DANIEL HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM AND COACHES ON
THEIR IMPRESSIVE WIN OF THE 2020 CLASS AAA STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE AND TO SALUTE THEM ON A
FABULOUS UNDEFEATED SEASON.

The Resolution was adopted.

HOUSE RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 3712 -- Reps. Finlay, Alexander, Allison, Anderson, Atkinson,
Bailey, Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bennett, Bernstein, Blackwell,
Bradley, Brawley, Brittain, Bryant, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter,
Caskey, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Cogswell, Collins, B. Cox,
W. Cox, Crawford, Dabney, Daning, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson,
Felder, Forrest, Fry, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gilliam, Gilliard, Govan,
Haddon, Hardee, Hart, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Henegan,
Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hill, Hiott, Hixon, Hosey, Howard, Huggins,
Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, K. O. Johnson, Jones,
Jordan, Kimmons, King, Kirby, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Lucas, Magnuson,
Martin, Matthews, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, McGarry,
McGinnis, McKnight, J. Moore, T.Moore, Morgan, D.C.Moss,
V. S. Moss, Murphy, Murray, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, Oremus,
Ott, Parks, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robinson, Rose, Rutherford,
Sandifer, Simrill, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, M. M. Smith, Stavrinakis,
Stringer, Taylor, Tedder, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Weeks, West,
Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, R. Williams, S. Williams, Willis,
Wooten and Yow: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE
PROFOUND SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH
CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES UPON THE
PASSING OF ADNAN ADDADA "ANDY" SHLON OF COLUMBIA,
TO CELEBRATE HIS LIFE, AND TO EXTEND THE DEEPEST
SYMPATHY TO HIS FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS.

The Resolution was adopted.
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
The following was introduced:

H. 3705 -- Reps. Hiott, Alexander, Allison, Anderson, Atkinson,
Bailey, Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bennett, Bernstein, Blackwell,
Bradley, Brawley, Brittain, Bryant, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter,
Caskey, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Cogswell, Collins, B. Cox,
W. Cox, Crawford, Dabney, Daning, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson,
Felder, Finlay, Forrest, Fry, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gilliam, Gilliard,
Govan, Haddon, Hardee, Hart, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Henegan,
Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hill, Hixon, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Hyde,
Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, K. O. Johnson, Jones, Jordan,
Kimmons, King, Kirby, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Lucas, Magnuson, Martin,
Matthews, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, McGarry, McGinnis,
McKnight, J. Moore, T.Moore, Morgan, D. C.Moss, V.S. Moss,
Murphy, Murray, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, Oremus, Ott, Parks,
Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robinson, Rose, Rutherford, Sandifer, Simrill,
G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, M. M. Smith, Stavrinakis, Stringer, Taylor,
Tedder, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Weeks, West, Wetmore, Wheeler,
White, Whitmire, R. Williams, S. Williams, Willis, Wooten and Yow: A
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND
SOUTH CAROLINA'S FFA MEMBERS, FORMERLY KNOWN AS
THE FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA, AND ALL WHO
SUPPORT, PROMOTE, AND ENCOURAGE THESE
OUTSTANDING STUDENTS OF AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
AND TO JOIN THEM IN OBSERVANCE OF NATIONAL FFA
WEEK, FEBRUARY 20-27, 2021.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the
Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
The Senate sent to the House the following:

S. 179 -- Senator Hembree: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO
REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME
THE PORTION OF UNITED STATES HIGHWAY 701 NORTH
FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH THE CITY LIMITS OF THE
CITY OF LORIS TO A POINT ONE MILE NORTH OF THIS
INTERSECTION, AND THE PORTION OF UNITED STATES
HIGHWAY 701 SOUTH FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH THE
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CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY OF LORIS TO A POINT ONE MILE
SOUTH OF THIS INTERSECTION "HENRY L. NICHOLS
HIGHWAY", AND ERECT APPROPRIATE SIGNS OR MARKERS
ALONG BOTH PORTIONS OF HIGHWAY THAT CONTAIN
THESE WORDS.

The Concurrent Resolution was ordered referred to the Committee on
Invitations and Memorial Resolutions.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
The Senate sent to the House the following:

S. 470 -- Senator Setzler: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO
RECOGNIZE AND HONOR LEGENDS OF CAROLINA MARTIAL
ARTS, THE ORGANIZATION'S INDUCTEES, ITS BOARD OF
DIRECTORS, AND BRIAN AND ALLISON PENA FOR THEIR
INCREDIBLE DEDICATION, HARD WORK, AND
ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE FIELD OF MARTIAL ARTS.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered returned to the
Senate with concurrence.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS
The following Bills and Joint Resolutions were introduced, read the
first time, and referred to appropriate committees:

H. 3700 -- Rep. G. M. Smith: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF
LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 15-1-
350 SO AS TO ESTABLISH REQUIREMENTS FOR DEMANDS
FOR PERSONAL INJURY, BODILY INJURY, PROPERTY
DAMAGE, OR WRONGFUL DEATH.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

H. 3706 -- Rep. Hiott: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-2460,
CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO
CREDITING PROPERTY TAXES ON AIRLINES, SO AS TO
CREDIT THE PROCEEDS OF TAXES TO THE STATE AVIATION
FUND; AND TO AMEND SECTION 55-5-280, RELATING TO THE
STATE AVIATION FUND, SO AS TO PHASE-IN THE CREDITING
OF THE PROCEEDS.

Referred to Committee on Ways and Means
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H. 3707 -- Ways and Means Committee: A JOINT RESOLUTION
TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE STATE'S PUBLIC
HEALTH RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 VIRUS, INCLUDING
VACCINATIONS.

Without Reference

H. 3708 -- Reps. Rose, Pope and Bryant: A BILL TO AMEND
SECTION 16-23-500, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
1976, RELATING TO THE UNLAWFUL POSSESSION OF A
FIREARM OR AMMUNITION BY A PERSON CONVICTED OF A
VIOLENT CRIME, SO AS TO EXPAND THE PARAMETERS OF
THE OFFENSE TO INCLUDE PERSONS CONVICTED OF A
CRIME PUNISHABLE BY IMPRISONMENT OF MORE THAN ONE
YEAR AND TO PROVIDE INCREASED, GRADUATED
PENALTIES FOR A VIOLATION.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

H. 3709 -- Reps. J. L. Johnson, M. M. Smith, Brawley, Govan,
Pendarvis and Tedder: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 12-36-2630,
CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO
THE SEVEN PERCENT SALES TAX ON ACCOMMODATIONS, SO
AS TO CHANGE THE AGE THAT A CERTAIN ONE PERCENT
SALES TAX DOES NOT APPLY FROM INDIVIDUALS OVER THE
AGE OF EIGHTY-FIVE TO INDIVIDUALS OVER THE AGE OF
SEVENTY.

Referred to Committee on Ways and Means

H. 3710 -- Reps. Burns, Chumley, Haddon and Long: A JOINT
RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 20,
ARTICLE I OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
1895, RELATING TO THE RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS, SO
AS TO PROVIDE THAT EVERY CITIZEN HAS THE
FUNDAMENTAL AND INALIENABLE RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS IN
DEFENSE OF HIMSELF AND THE STATE, AND ANY
RESTRICTION ON THIS RIGHT SHALL BE SUBJECT TO STRICT
SCRUTINY.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

H. 3711 -- Reps. Gagnon and Hill: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO
PROVIDE THAT COVID-19 VACCINATIONS ARE PURELY
VOLUNTARY AND THAT AN EMPLOYER CANNOT TAKE AN
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ADVERSE EMPLOYMENT ACTION AGAINST AN EMPLOYEE
WHO CHOOSES NOT TO UNDERGO A COVID-19
VACCINATION.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

S. 449 -- Senator Young: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 2 OF ACT
926 OF 1962, RELATING TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE AIKEN
COUNTY COMMISSION FOR TECHNICAL EDUCATION, TO
ADD TWO NONVOTING MEMBERS.

Referred to Aiken Delegation

S. 474 -- Senators Setzler and Young: A BILL TO AMEND ACT 247
OF 1987, RELATING TO THE AIKEN COUNTY BOARD OF
EDUCATION, SO AS TO REQUIRE CANDIDATES SEEKING
ELECTION TO SUBMIT A STATEMENT OF CANDIDACY
RATHER THAN SIGNED PETITIONS.

Referred to Aiken Delegation

ROLL CALL
The roll call of the House of Representatives was taken resulting as
follows:

Alexander Allison Anderson
Atkinson Bailey Ballentine
Bamberg Bannister Bennett
Bernstein Blackwell Bradley
Brawley Brittain Bryant
Burns Bustos Calhoon
Carter Caskey Chumley
Clyburn Cobb-Hunter Cogswell
Collins B. Cox W. Cox
Crawford Dabney Daning
Davis Dillard Elliott
Erickson Felder Finlay
Forrest Fry Gagnon
Garvin Gatch Gilliam
Gilliard Govan Haddon
Hardee Hart Hayes
Henderson-Myers Henegan Herbkersman
Hewitt Hill Hiott
Hixon Hosey Howard
Huggins Hyde Jefferson
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J. E. Johnson J. L. Johnson K. O. Johnson
Jones Jordan Kimmons
King Kirby Ligon
Long Lowe Lucas
Magnuson Martin Matthews
May McCabe McCravy
McDaniel McGarry McGinnis
McKnight J. Moore T. Moore
Morgan D. C. Moss V. S. Moss
Murphy Murray B. Newton
W. Newton Nutt Oremus
Ott Pendarvis Pope
Rivers Robinson Rose
Rutherford Sandifer Simrill

G. M. Smith G. R. Smith M. M. Smith
Stavrinakis Taylor Tedder
Thayer Thigpen Trantham
Weeks West Wetmore
Wheeler White Whitmire
R. Williams S. Williams Wooten
Yow

Total Present--121

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
The SPEAKER granted Rep. WILLIS a leave of absence for the day.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
The SPEAKER granted Rep. STRINGER a leave of absence for the
day.

DOCTOR OF THE DAY
Announcement was made that Dr. Christopher Yeakel was the Doctor
of the Day for the General Assembly.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

The SPEAKER granted Rep. ANDERSON a leave of absence for the
remainder of the day.
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CO-SPONSORS ADDED AND REMOVED
In accordance with House Rule 5.2 below:

5.2 Every bill before presentation shall have its title endorsed; every
report, its title at length; every petition, memorial, or other paper, its
prayer or substance; and, in every instance, the name of the member
presenting any paper shall be endorsed and the papers shall be presented
by the member to the Speaker at the desk. A member may add his name
to a bill or resolution or a co-sponsor of a bill or resolution may remove
his name at any time prior to the bill or resolution receiving passage on
second reading. The member or co-sponsor shall notify the Clerk of the
House in writing of his desire to have his name added or removed from
the bill or resolution. The Clerk of the House shall print the member's or
co-sponsor's written notification in the House Journal. The removal or
addition of a name does not apply to a bill or resolution sponsored by a

committee.”

CO-SPONSORS ADDED

Bill Number: H. 3002
Date: ADD:
01/26/21 MCGARRY and JONES
CO-SPONSORS ADDED
Bill Number: H. 3008
Date: ADD:
01/26/21 MCGARRY, S. WILLIAMS and RIVERS
CO-SPONSOR ADDED
Bill Number: H. 3009
Date: ADD:
01/26/21 HARDEE
CO-SPONSOR ADDED
Bill Number: H. 3011
Date: ADD:
01/26/21 HARDEE
CO-SPONSOR ADDED
Bill Number: H. 3012
Date: ADD:
01/26/21 HARDEE
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CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3015
ADD:
YOW

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3017
ADD:
M. M. SMITH

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3096
ADD:
HARDEE

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3105
ADD:
JONES

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3107
ADD:
FELDER

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3115
ADD:
M. M. SMITH

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3120
ADD:
COGSWELL

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3147
ADD:
YOW
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CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3164
ADD:
MCGARRY

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3179
ADD:
YOW

CO-SPONSORS ADDED
H. 3194
ADD:
YOW and CARTER

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3225
ADD:
M. M. SMITH

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3232
ADD:
MURRAY

CO-SPONSORS ADDED
H. 3476
ADD:
B. COX and ELLIOTT

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3510
ADD:
MURRAY

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3247
ADD:
YOW
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CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3251
ADD:
HARDEE

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3256
ADD:
HUGGINS

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3260
ADD:
JONES

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3326
ADD:
BURNS

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3337
ADD:
YOW

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3339
ADD:
JONES

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3340
ADD:
HARDEE

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3349
ADD:
M. M. SMITH
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CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3388
ADD:
MCGARRY

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3398
ADD:
YOW

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3399
ADD:
YOW

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3410
ADD:
OREMUS

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3432
ADD:
HARDEE

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3464
ADD:
HUGGINS

CO-SPONSORS ADDED
H. 3477
ADD:
JONES and B. COX

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3511
ADD:
B. COX
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CO-SPONSORS ADDED
H. 3543
ADD:
RIVERS and S. WILLIAMS

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3556
ADD:
JONES

CO-SPONSORS ADDED
H. 3559
ADD:
M. M. SMITH and COGSWELL

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3589
ADD:
M. M. SMITH

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3599
ADD:
MCGARRY

CO-SPONSORS ADDED
H. 3600
ADD:
TAYLOR and FORREST

CO-SPONSORS ADDED
H. 3602
ADD:

COGSWELL, HEWITT,

JEFFERSON,

R. WILLIAMS, MURRAY, B. NEWTON, HIXON,

CARTER, JONES and KING
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CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3606
ADD:
YOW

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3607
ADD:
MCGARRY

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3608
ADD:
MCGARRY

CO-SPONSORS ADDED
H. 3609
ADD:
MCGARRY, M. M. SMITH and YOW

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3612
ADD:
M. M. SMITH

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3683
ADD:
MCGARRY

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
H. 3696
ADD:
MCGARRY

H. 3194--REQUESTS FOR DEBATE

The following Bill was taken up:

H. 3194 -- Reps. Lucas, G. M. Smith, Simrill, Rutherford, Thigpen,
McCravy, McGarry, B. Newton, Long, Yow and Carter: A BILL TO

[HJ]

18



TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2021

AUTHORIZE THE SALE OF THE ASSETS OF THE SOUTH
CAROLINA PUBLIC SERVICE AUTHORITY AND THE
ASSUMPTION OR DEFEASMENT OF ITS LIABILITIES OR THE
MANAGEMENT OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE PUBLIC
SERVICE AUTHORITY BY A THIRD PARTY OR ENTITY; TO
CREATE A SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY TO FURTHER NEGOTIATE THE TERMS AND
CONDITIONS OF THE PREFERRED SALE RECOMMENDATION
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION REGARDING
THE PUBLIC SERVICE AUTHORITY AND THE PREFERRED
MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATION OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF ADMINISTRATION REGARDING THE PUBLIC SERVICE
AUTHORITY, TO PROVIDE THAT THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE
SHALL REPORT ONE RECOMMENDATION TO EACH HOUSE OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR ITS APPROVAL, AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH THE SELECTED
PROPOSAL SHALL TAKE EFFECT; AND TO AMEND CHAPTER
31, TITLE 58, CODE LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976,
RELATING TO THE PUBLIC SERVICE AUTHORITY, SO AS TO
FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THE GOVERNANCE AND
OPERATIONS OF THE AUTHORITY IN CERTAIN
PARTICULARS.

Reps. OTT, JEFFERSON, §S.WILLIAMS, BRAWLEY,
J.L.JOHNSON, GOVAN, HOSEY, GARVIN, TEDDER,
MATTHEWS, J. E. JOHNSON, BRITTAIN, FRY, COBB-HUNTER,
MCDANIEL and DAVIS requested debate on the Bill.

H. 3691--DEBATE ADJOURNED
The following Bill was taken up:

H. 3691 -- Rep. Murphy: A BILL TO ADOPT REVISED CODE
VOLUMES 1A AND 14A OF THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH
CAROLINA, 1976, TO THE EXTENT OF THEIR CONTENTS, AS
THE ONLY GENERAL PERMANENT STATUTORY LAW OF THE
STATE AS OF JANUARY 1, 2021.

Rep. FINLAY moved to adjourn debate on the Bill until Wednesday,
January 27, which was agreed to.
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H. 3602--DEBATE ADJOURNED
The following Bill was taken up:

H. 3602 -- Reps. W. Cox, Elliott, B. Cox, Hyde, Ligon, Collins, West,
Gilliard, T. Moore, Gilliam, Yow, Bradley, Gagnon, Burns, Chumley,
Haddon, Govan, Howard, G. M. Smith, Brawley, Cobb-Hunter,
J. L. Johnson, Rose, Wooten, Calhoon, Cogswell, Hewitt, Jefferson,
R. Williams, Murray, B. Newton, Hixon, Carter, Jones and King: A
JOINT RESOLUTION TO ADDRESS THE LOW RATE OF
ADMINISTRATION OF COVID-19 VACCINATIONS IN SOUTH
CAROLINA BY DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL TO TEMPORARILY
AUTHORIZE CERTAIN QUALIFIED HEALTH CARE WORKERS
TO ADMINISTER CERTAIN APPROVED COVID-19
VACCINATIONS REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE HEALTH
CARE WORKERS ARE OTHERWISE PROHIBITED FROM DOING
SO UNDER ANY PROFESSIONAL SCOPE OF PRACTICE OR
UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE PROVISION OF LAW IN THIS
STATE.

Rep. FINLAY moved to adjourn debate on the Bill until Wednesday,
January 27, which was agreed to.

MOTION PERIOD
The motion period was dispensed with on motion of Rep. FORREST.

H. 3194--AMENDED AND ORDERED TO THIRD READING
The following Bill was taken up:

H. 3194 -- Reps. Lucas, G. M. Smith, Simrill, Rutherford, Thigpen,
McCravy, McGarry, B. Newton, Long, Yow and Carter: A BILL TO
AUTHORIZE THE SALE OF THE ASSETS OF THE SOUTH
CAROLINA PUBLIC SERVICE AUTHORITY AND THE
ASSUMPTION OR DEFEASMENT OF ITS LIABILITIES OR THE
MANAGEMENT OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE PUBLIC
SERVICE AUTHORITY BY A THIRD PARTY OR ENTITY; TO
CREATE A SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY TO FURTHER NEGOTIATE THE TERMS AND
CONDITIONS OF THE PREFERRED SALE RECOMMENDATION
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION REGARDING
THE PUBLIC SERVICE AUTHORITY AND THE PREFERRED
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MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATION OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF ADMINISTRATION REGARDING THE PUBLIC SERVICE
AUTHORITY, TO PROVIDE THAT THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE
SHALL REPORT ONE RECOMMENDATION TO EACH HOUSE OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR ITS APPROVAL, AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH THE SELECTED
PROPOSAL SHALL TAKE EFFECT; AND TO AMEND CHAPTER
31, TITLE 58, CODE LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976,
RELATING TO THE PUBLIC SERVICE AUTHORITY, SO AS TO
FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THE GOVERNANCE AND
OPERATIONS OF THE AUTHORITY IN CERTAIN
PARTICULARS.

The Committee on Ways and Means proposed the following
Amendment No. 1 to H. 3194 (COUNCIL\SD\3194C005.NBD.SD21),
which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting
words and inserting:

/ Part 1

SECTION 1. The General Assembly authorizes the sale of the assets
of the South Carolina Public Service Authority and the assumption or
defeasment of its liabilities in the manner provided by this act.

Part 11

SECTION 2. A special committee is hereby created to be composed
of six members, three from each House, to be selected by each body in
the same manner members of conference committees are selected by that
body. The duties and responsibilities of the special committee are to
consider offers for the sale of some or all of the assets of the Public
Service Authority of South Carolina and to further negotiate the terms
and conditions of any offer for the sale of some or all of the assets of the
Public Service Authority of South Carolina. The special committee shall
adopt and set its own rules of procedure. Upon approval of any offer for
the sale of some or all of the assets of the Public Service Authority of
South Carolina, the special committee shall issue a recommendation and
report to the General Assembly. This recommendation and report may
be accepted and approved by each House in the same manner conference
committee reports are accepted and approved. Upon approval of the
special committee report by the General Assembly, the report also must
be transmitted to the Governor for his approval in the same manner
enactments are presented to him under Article IV of the Constitution of
this State. The Department of Administration shall execute on behalf of
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the State of South Carolina the documents necessary to effectuate any
sale proposal approved in the manner provided in this section. The
special committee shall have the authority to remain in existence and
consider any future offers for the sale of some or all of the assets of the
Public Service Authority of South Carolina until the special committee
dissolves according to its own rules of procedure.

SECTION 3. In the event the provisions of this act and the provisions
of Act 95 of 2019 conflict, the provisions of this act shall control.

Part II1

SECTION 4. Various provisions of Title 58 of the 1976 Code or
other provisions are amended or added as follows:

A. Section 58-31-20 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

“Section 58-31-20. (A) The Public Service Authority consists of a

board of twelve directors who reside in South Carolina and who have the
qualifications stated in this section, as determined by the State
Regulation of Public Utilities Review Committee pursuant to Section
58-3-530(14), before being appointed by the Governor with the advice
and consent of the Senate General Assembly as follows: one registered
voter from each congressional district of the State; and one from each of
the counties of Horry, Berkeley, and Georgetown who reside in and are
registered to vote in authority territory and are customers of the

authority.;—and—two—from—the—State—atlarse,—one—of whommust-be

Two of the directors from the congressional districts must have

substantial work experience within the operations of electric
cooperatives or substantial experience on an electric cooperative board,
including one of the two who must have substantial experience within
the operations or board of a transmission or generation cooperative. The
board also shall have one director recommended to the Governor by the
South Carolina Manufacturers Alliance to represent industrial customers
of the authority, and one director recommended to the Governor by the
governing authority of the authority’s largest wholesale customer;
provided, however, these two directors may not be an employee,
counsel, or board member of a customer served by the authority.

A director shall not serve as an employee or board member of an
electric_cooperative during his term as a director. Each director shall
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serve for a term of seven five years, and shall not serve more than two
consecutive terms except as provided in this section. Atthe-expirationof

he oM ern
Cl 3 FO

hall hold office £ c e has 1
appeinted-and-qualified: In the event of a director vacancy due to death,

resignation, or otherwise, the Governor must appoint the director’s
successor, with the advice and consent of the Senate General Assembly,
and the successor-director shall hold office for the remainder of the
unexpired term. A—director—-may—notreceive—asalary forservices—as
5 L hority s in funds, b | b

the-advisery-beard-established-in-thisseetion: A director may not receive
a salary for services as a director. However, the authority, by vote at a
regularly scheduled meeting, may choose to grant the director
compensation based upon the availability of funds in excess of the
previous vear’s operational costs. This compensation must be reasonably
based upon the financial performance of the authority in the previous
fiscal year. Directors may receive reimbursement from the authority for
actual expenses associated with their service as directors. Members of
the board of directors may be removed for cause, pursuant to Section
1-3-240(C) or a violation of Section 58-31-55, by the Governor of the
State, the advisory board, or a majority thereof. A member of the General
Assembly of the State of South Carolina is not eligible for appointment
as Director of the Public Service Authority during the term of his office.

om—thege nd nd tho
O sssienrancasie

Nao-morethan o-membe om-the m a m dire a
v O O O O O Cl O

at-any-time: A director may not have made a campaign contribution to
the Governor who appoints them in the election cycle immediately
preceding their appointment.

In making appointments to the Board of Directors, the Governor
in making appointments and the General Assembly in its advice and
consent capacity must give due consideration to race, gender, and other
demographic factors to assure nondiscrimination, inclusion, and
representation to the greatest extent possible of all segments of the
population of this State.
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(B) Candidates for appointment to the board must be screened by
the State Regulation of Public Utilities Review Committee and, prior to
confirmation by the Senate General Assembly, must be found qualified
by meeting the minimum requirements contained in subsection (C). The
review committee must submit a written report to the Elerk Clerks of the
Senate and House setting forth its findings as to the qualifications of each
candidate. A candidate must not serve on the board, even in an interim
capacity, until he is screened and found qualified by the State Regulation
of Public Utilities Review Committee.

(O)(1) Each member must possess abilities and experience that are
generally found among directors of energy utilities serving this State and
that allow him to make valuable contributions to the conduct of the
authority’s business. These abilities include substantial business skills
and experience, but are not limited to:

bH(a) general knowledge of the history, purpose, and
operations of the Public Service Authority and the responsibilities of
being a director of the authority;

&)(b) the ability to interpret legal and financial documents
and information so as to further the activities and affairs of the Public
Service Authority;

)(c) with the assistance of counsel, the ability to understand
and apply federal and state laws, rules, and regulations including, but not
limited to, Chapter 4 of Title 30 as they relate to the activities and affairs
of the Public Service Authority; and

(d) with the assistance of counsel, the ability to understand
and apply judicial decisions as they relate to the activities and affairs of
the Public Service Authority.

(2) Each member also must have:

(a) abaccalaureate or more advanced degree from:

(i) a recognized institution of higher learning requiring
face-to-face contact between its students and instructors prior to
completion of the academic program;

(ii) an institution of higher learning that has been
accredited by a regional or national accrediting body; or

(iii) an institution of higher learning chartered before 1962;

and
(b) a background of substantial duration and an expertise in
at least one of the following:
(i)energy issues;
(ii) consumer protection and advocacy issues:;
(iii) water and wastewater issues;

[HJ] 24




TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2021

(iv) finance, economics, and statistics;

(v) accounting;
(vi) engineering; or
(vii)law.

(D) For the assistance of the board of directors of the Public
Service Authority, there is hereby established an advisory board to be
known as the advisory board of the South Carolina Public Service
Authority, to be composed of the Governor of the State, the Attorney
General, the State Treasurer, the Comptroller General, and the Secretary
of State, as ex officio members, who must serve without compensation
other than necessary traveling expenses. The advisory board must
perform any duties imposed on it pursuant to this chapter, and must
consult and advise with the board of directors on any and all matters
which by the board of directors may be referred to the advisory board.
The board of directors must make annual reports to the advisory board,
which reports must be submitted to the General Assembly by the
Governor, in which full information as to all of the acts of said board of
directors shall be given, together with financial statement and full
information as to the work of the authority. On July first of each year,
the advisory board must designate a certified public accountant or
accountants, resident in the State, for the purpose of making a complete
audit of the affairs of the authority, which must be filed with the annual
report of the board of directors. The Public Service Authority must
submit the audit to the General Assembly.

(E) The following shall be nonvoting ex officio members of the
board of directors entitled to attend all meetings of the authority board,
including any executive sessions:

(1) The Chair of the Board of Central Electric Cooperative;

(2) The Secretary of Commerce or his designee;

(3) A designee of the Chairs of the Senate Judiciary Committee
and the House Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee.

(F) The members of the board annually shall elect a chairman and
those officers it deems necessary to serve for terms of one year each in
these capacities.

(G) The terms of all current members of the board serving on the
effective date of this subsection shall expire at which time their
successors must be selected in the manner provided for by this section.
However, current board members shall continue to serve until their
successors are appointed and qualify, and the two members appointed
by the Governor upon recommendation of the Manufacturer’s Alliance
and upon the recommendation of the authority’s largest wholesale
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customer shall be deemed to be the successors to the two current state
at-large members.”

B. Section 58-31-30(A)(11) and (12) of the 1976 Code is amended
to read:

“(11) to make bylaws for the management and regulation of its
affairs, including the establishment of subcommittees of the board of
directors to include Finance and Audit, Public Information, Water
Services and Resource Management, Generation and Power Supply
Planning, and Executive and Governance, each of these making regular
reports to the full board of directors at each regular meeting of the full
board;

(12) to—appoeint—officers,—agents,—employees,—andservants,—to
preseribe—their-duties,and-to—fix—their compensation to select a chief
executive officer for the authority who shall cause the authority to
employ all necessary employees with the board approving the
employment and compensation of any senior management official
selected as the chief executive officer;”

C. Section 58-31-55 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:
“Section 58-31-55. (A) Every director shall owe a fiduciary duty
of care to the State of South Carolina during his service as a director.
(B) A director shall discharge his duties as a director, including his
duties as a member of a committee:

(1) in good faith;

(2) with the care an ordinarily prudent person in a like position
would exercise under similar circumstances; and

(3) inamanner he reasonably believes to be in the best interests
of the Public Service Authority. As used in this chapter, ‘best interests’
means a balancing of the following:

(a) preservation of the financial integrity of the Public
Service Authority and its ongoing operation of generating, transmitting,
and distributing electricity to wholesale and retail customers on a
reliable, adequate, efficient, and safe basis, at just and reasonable rates,
regardless of the class of customer;

(b) economic development and job attraction and retention
within the Public Service Authority’s present service area or areas within
the State authorized to be served by an electric cooperative or
municipally owned electric utility that is a direct or indirect wholesale
customer of the authority; and

(c) subject to the limitations of Section 58-31-30(B) and item
(3)(a) of this section, exercise of the powers of the authority set forth in
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Section 58-31-30 in accordance with good business practices and the
requirements of applicable licenses, laws, and regulations.

B)(C) In discharging his duties, a director is entitled to rely on
information, opinions, reports, or statements, including financial
statements and other financial data, if prepared or presented by:

(1) one or more officers or employees of the Public Service
Authority whom the director reasonably believes to be reliable and
competent in the matters presented;

(2) legal counsel, public accountants, or other persons as to
matters the director reasonably believes are within the person’s
professional or expert competence; or

(3) a committee of the board of directors of which he is not a
member if the director reasonably believes the committee merits
confidence.

€&)(D) A director is not acting in good faith if he has knowledge
concerning the matter in question that makes reliance otherwise
permitted by subsection (B) unwarranted.

B)(E) A director is not liable for any action taken as a director, or
any failure to take any action, if he performed the duties of his office in
compliance with this section, except for a violation of the fiduciary duty
contained in subsection (A).

E)(F) An action against a director for failure to perform the duties
imposed by this section must be commenced within three years after the
cause of action has occurred, or within two years after the time when the
cause of action is discovered or should reasonably have been discovered,
whichever occurs sooner. This limitations period does not apply to
breaches of duty which have been concealed fraudulently.”

D. Article 1, Chapter 31, Title 58 of the 1976 Code is amended by
adding:

“Section 58-31-230. (A) The Public Service Authority of South
Carolina shall explore joint cost-saving opportunities through joint
agreements with one or more third-party electrical utilities for the
purpose of advancing system economy and reliability and generating
cost savings to its customers. In order to advance system economy and
reliability and generate cost savings, the Public Service Authority of
South Carolina, subject to approval of the Public Service Commission,
shall have all the powers which may be necessary or convenient for the
exercise of such action, and shall discharge its duties by evaluating the
potential joint management or operation of various services with a
privately owned electrical utility, such as the following:

(1) nonnuclear electric generation matters by providing for:
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(a) the provision of generation outage, security, engineering,
training, benchmarking, environmental emissions data capture,
environmental regulation compliance, and decommissioning support
services; and

(b) the provision of planning, engineering, and construction
operations services to support generating station development projects;

(2) fuel procurement and environmental commodities by
providing for services related to the procurement and transportation of
all fuels and emissions reduction products and physical and financial
hedging of such fuels and emissions reduction products;

(3) electric transmission matters by providing for:

(a) the preparation and coordination of planning studies,
consulting, designing, inspecting, and engineering, construction and
maintenance support services of electric transmission and substation
plant facilities;

(b) support services related to relay settings and coordination,
relay misoperation analysis, relay repair and maintenance, substation
and transmission line equipment specifications, electrical equipment
repair and maintenance, and general outage coordination support; and

(c) vegetation management so as to improve the reliability of
electric transmission systems by preventing outages from vegetation
located on transmission rights-of-way and minimizing outages from
vegetation located adjacent to rights-of-way, and maintaining clearance
between transmission lines and vegetation on and along transmission
rights-of-way;

(4) electric distribution matters by providing for metering,
vegetation management, safety, training, weather forecasting, design,
engineering, planning studies, substation and distribution control
equipment installation, field support and operation support services; the
planning, formulation, and implementation of load retention, load
shaping and conservation and efficiency programs, and integrated
resource planning for supply-side plans and demand-side management
programs;

(5) emergency services by providing aid in the emergency
restoration of electric service such as:

(a) distribution line restoration;

(b) transmission line restoration;

(c) generation facility restoration;

(d) vegetation management;

(¢) damage assessment;

(f) substation restoration;
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(g) relay (system protection) restoration; and

(h) other critical maintenance and emergency restoration
support services to assist in the safe and timely restoration of electric
service;

(6) supply-chain matters by providing for the procurement of
real and personal property, materials, supplies and services, conduct
purchase negotiations, prepare procurement agreements, and administer
programs of material control;

(7) customer services by providing services and systems
dedicated to customer service, billing, remittance, credit, collections,
customer relations, call centers, energy conservation support, and
metering; and

(8) general corporate services such as accounting, corporate
planning, information technology, business services, and risk
management.

(B) The Public Service Authority shall give first preference to a
privately owned electrical utility providing retail electric service in
South Carolina to pursue benefits for customers in South Carolina. Prior
to approving a joint operating agreement with an out-of-state utility, the
Public Service Authority shall establish compliance with this section and
demonstrate to the satisfaction of the commission that it is in the public
interest to approve the agreement with an out-of-state electrical utility
rather than an electrical utility in South Carolina.

(C) In furtherance of this section, the Public Service Authority of
South Carolina is authorized to provide the privately owned electrical
utility with access to, and the ability to utilize, appropriate offices,
facilities and other equipment, and access to books, records, information,
and employees of the Public Service Authority of South Carolina.

(D) The Public Service Authority shall establish regular
opportunities for comment and input from interested parties during the
process of exploring or establishing any joint cost-saving opportunities
through joint agreements with a electrical utility.

(E) Any joint management or operating agreements entered into
pursuant to this section must be approved by the commission with a
finding that the agreement is in the public interest. No contract pursuant
to this section shall be exempt from alteration, control, regulation, and
establishment by the commission, when in its judgment the public
interest so requires, to the full extent of the powers in relation to charges
conferred upon the commission by this title. Proceedings shall include
an opportunity for intervention, discovery, filed comments or testimony,
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and an evidentiary hearing. The Public Service Authority shall report its
progress on the foregoing to the General Assembly.

(F) The Public Service Authority shall prepare and submit a report
annually to the Governor of the State of South Carolina, the President of
the Senate of the State of South Carolina, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives of the State of South Carolina, the Office of Regulatory
Staff, and the Public Service Commission of South Carolina regarding
the implementation of this section.

(G) Nothing in this section shall be construed to amend or alter in
any way the existing wholesale power supply contract between the
Public Service Authority and Central Electric Power Cooperative.”

E. Article 1, Chapter 31, Title 58 of the 1976 Code is amended by
adding:

“Section 58-31-295. (A) For purposes of this section, ‘Reform
plan’ means the loads and resources portion of the Public Service
Authority’s reform plan submitted to the General Assembly pursuant to
Act 95 of 2019, including any updates to reflect current plans and
practices, related only to the Public Service Authority’s plans for
meeting its future capacity and energy needs and does not include other
portions of the reform plan, including governance or any other item not
related directly to meeting its future capacity and energy needs.

(1) Within thirty days of the effective date of this act, the Public
Service Authority, in consultation with the Office of Regulatory Staff
and Central Electric Power Cooperative, shall develop a public process
that allows input from customers and other stakeholders, to review, and
update as necessary, the Public Service Authority’s reform plan and
prepare an integrated resource plan incorporating the revised reform
plan.

(2) Within one hundred eighty days of the effective date of this
section, the Public Service Authority shall submit the integrated resource
plan incorporating the revised reform plan to the commission along with
all other documentation required pursuant to Section 58-37-40. The
integrated resource plan incorporating the revised reform plan shall
include an assessment of various resource portfolios over various study
periods including a twenty-year study period and, by comparison on a
net-present value basis, identify the most cost-effective and least
ratepayer-risk resource portfolio to meet the Public Service Authority’s
total capacity and energy requirements while maintaining safe and
reliable electric service.

(3) Upon receipt of the Public Service Authority’s integrated
resource plan incorporating the revised reform plan, the commission
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shall open a docket and establish a proceeding to review the integrated
resource plan incorporating the revised reform plan pursuant to Section
58-37-40.

(B)(1) The commission shall review and evaluate the integrated
resource plan incorporating the revised reform plan along with long-term
power supply alternatives and various resource portfolios over various
study periods including a twenty-year study period and, by comparison
on a net present value basis, identify the most cost-effective and lowest
ratepayer-risk resource portfolio to meet the Public Service Authority’s
total capacity and total energy requirements while maintaining safe and
reliable electric service.

(2) The commission’s evaluation shall include, but not be
limited to:

(a) evaluating the cost-effectiveness and ratepayer risk of
self-build generation and its associated interconnected transmission
options compared with various long-term power supply alternatives
including power purchase agreements, competitive procurement of
renewable energy, joint dispatch agreements, market purchases from an
existing regional transmission organization, joining or creating a new
regional transmission organization, or any combination thereof. In
evaluating the cost-effectiveness of long-term power supply alternatives,
the commission shall strive to reduce the risk to ratepayers associated
with self-build generation or transmission options while maintaining
safe and reliable electric service.

(b) an analysis of any potential cost savings that might accrue
to ratepayers from the retirement of any generation assets.

(3) The commission shall consider such analysis and its
determination in acting upon any petition by the Public Service
Authority utility for the approval of construction or acquisition of a
major utility facility or approval of long-term purchases of power with a
duration over five years.

(C) As part of the filing, the commission shall allow intervention
by interested parties. The commission shall establish a procedural
schedule to permit reasonable discovery in order to assist parties in
obtaining evidence concerning the integrated resource plan
incorporating the revised reform plan, including the reasonableness and
prudence of the plans and alternatives to the plans raised by intervening
parties. No later than three hundred days after the Public Service
Authority files the integrated resource plan incorporating the revised
reform plan, the commission shall issue a final order approving,
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modifying, or denying the integrated resource plan incorporating the
revised reform plan.

(D) During the pendency of the regulatory proceeding, the Public
Service Authority may not begin the construction, purchase, or lease of
any facility for the generation or transmission of electricity over one
hundred megawatts to be directly or indirectly used for the furnishing of
electric service and may not enter into any long-term power purchase
agreements without prior commission approval. During the pendency of
the regulatory proceeding, nothing in this section prohibits the Authority
from:

(1) doing those things necessary for closing and
decommissioning the Winyah Generating Station including, but not
limited to, planning, permitting, and securing by purchase or lease one
hundred megawatts of combustion turbines and minor transmission
upgrades, subject to the consent of Central pursuant to the Power System
Coordination and Integration Agreement between Santee Cooper and
Central, as amended (the Coordination Agreement). In no event will this
include constructing a natural gas combined cycle or other major
generation resource;

(2) doing all those things necessary for deploying up to 500
megawatts of new solar generation in accordance with Act 135 of 2020,
subject to consent of Central pursuant to the Coordination Agreement.

(E) Following the conclusion of the initial proceeding to evaluate
the Public Service Authority’s integrated resource plan incorporating the
revised reform plan, for future resource planning, the Public Service
Authority shall comply with Section 58-37-40. To the extent practicable,
the commission shall align the Public Service Authority’s future
integrated resource plan filings on a schedule that aligns the Public
Service Authority’s integrated resource plan filing dates with those
required for other electrical utilities in the State.

(F) Nothing in this section shall be construed to give the
Commission the authority to amend or alter in any way the existing
wholesale power supply contract between the Public Service Authority
and Central Electric Power Cooperative.

Section 58-31-296. (A)(1) The commission, in consultation with
the Office of Regulatory Staff and the Public Service Authority, shall
develop, publicize, and keep current an analysis of the Public Service
Authority’s:

(a) long-range capacity and energy needs;
(b) long-range needs for expansion of facilities for the
generation of electricity;
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(c) estimates of the probable future growth of the use of
electricity;

(d) extent, size, mix, and general location of generating
plants and arrangements for pooling power to the extent not regulated by
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and other arrangements
with other utilities and energy suppliers to achieve maximum
efficiencies for the benefit of the customers of the Public Service
Authority.

(2) This analysis must include an estimate of:

(a) the probable future growth of the use of electricity;

(b) the probable need of generating reserves;

(c) in the judgment of the commission, the optimal extent,
size, mix, and general location of generating plants;

(d) in the judgment of the commission, the optimal
arrangements for statewide or regional pooling of power and
arrangements with other utilities and energy suppliers to achieve
maximum efficiencies for the benefit of the people of South Carolina;
and

(e) the comparative costs, on a net present-value basis, of
meeting future growth by other means of providing reliable, efficient,
and economic electric service, including purchase of power, competitive
market power purchases, joint ownership of facilities, refurbishment of
existing facilities, conservation (including energy efficiency), load
management, distributed generation, and cogeneration.

(3) The commission shall consider such analysis in acting upon
any petition by the Public Service Authority to approve construction or
acquisition of a major utility facility or other long-term means of
procuring energy with a duration over five years.

(B) Any intervenor may attend or be represented at any proceeding
conducted by the commission in developing an analysis for and
determining the future requirements of electricity for the Public Service
Authority.

(C) In the course of making the analysis required by this section,
the commission shall conduct one or more public hearings.

(D) Each year, the commission shall submit to the Governor and
to the appropriate committees of the General Assembly a report of its
analysis and plan, the progress to date in carrying out such plan, and the
program of the commission for the ensuing year in connection with such
plan.”

F. Chapter 31, Title 58 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:
“Article 7
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PSA Retail Rates Process

Section 58-31-710. Prior to creating or revising any of its
board-approved retail rate schedules for residential, lighting,
commercial, or industrial customers in a manner that results in a rate
increase, the Public Service Authority, through resolution of its board of
directors or otherwise, shall adopt a process that shall include the
following:

(A) The authority shall provide notice to all customers when any
customers will be affected by a rate increase at least one hundred and
eighty days before the board of directors’ vote on a proposed rate
increase.

(1) The notice required by this subsection must be given in the
following forms:

(a) by first-class United States mail addressed to the
customer’s billing address in the authority’s records at the time of the
notice, or for customers who have elected paperless billing, by the same
means of communication used for providing these customers paperless
billing;

(b) by advertisements to be published in newspapers of
general circulation within the service territory of the authority;

(c) by way of Santee Cooper’s regularly maintained website,
including a conspicuous portal or link accessible from the website’s
landing page; and

(d) by issuance of a news release to local news outlets.

(2) The notice of proposed rate increases required by this
subsection shall contain the following information:

(a) the date, time, and location of all public meetings;

(b) the date, time, and location of the meeting at which a
proposed rate increase is expected to be submitted to the board of
directors for its consideration;

(c) the date, time, and location of the meeting at which the
board of directors is expected to vote on the proposed rate increase;

(d) a notification to customers of their right to:

(i)review the proposed rate schedules;

(i) appear and speak in person concerning the proposed
rates at public meetings or the specified meetings of the board of
directors; and

(iii) submit written comments;

(e) the means by which customers can submit written
comments, including the email and physical addresses to which written
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comments may be submitted, and the deadline for submitting such
comments; and

(f) the means by which customers can access and review a
written report containing the proposal of proposed rate adjustments, any
rate study, or other documentation developed by the authority in support
of the rate increase, when these materials become available.

(3) Contemporaneously with notice to customers, the authority
shall provide notice of proposed rate increases to the Office of
Regulatory Staff and the Department of Consumer Affairs.

(4) A rate adjustment that does not result in a proposed rate
increase does not require notice pursuant to this subsection.

(5) Customers whose rates will not increase are not entitled to
notice pursuant to this subsection.

(B) In addition to the requirements of notice set forth above, the
authority shall provide for the following:

(1) acomprehensive review of the authority’s rate structure and
rates, consistent with the provisions of Chapter 31, Title 58 and the
Public Service Authority’s bond covenants concerning the Public
Service Authority’s revenue requirements provided that:

(a) management may engage consultants as necessary to
assist the authority in completing this review; and

(b) this review should include such subjects as the authority’s
revenue requirements, a cost of service analysis that includes allocation
of costs between wholesale and retail customers, and rate/tariff design;

(2) a written report of management’s recommendations
concerning proposed rate adjustments;

(3) an opportunity for customers who will be affected by a rate
increase, in advance of the board of directors’ consideration and
determination of rates, to review the proposed rate schedules and written
findings and analysis of employees and consultants retained by the
authority that support the proposed rate increases provided that:

(a) beginning no later than the date that notice of the
proposed rate increase is issued by the authority in accordance with this
section, the authority also shall provide customers who will be affected
by a rate increase access to the proposed rate schedules and written
findings and analysis of employees and consultants retained by the
authority that support the proposed rate increases, such materials to be
made available at a physical location, at public meetings, and via Santee
Cooper’s website, and provide a reasonable opportunity for affected
customers to request additional information and submit written
questions; and
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(b) customers who will be affected by a rate increase shall
have at least one hundred and twenty days from the date of the notice of
the proposed rate increase to prepare and submit written comments to be
considered by the board of directors before any vote concerning a
proposed rate increase;

(4) public meetings, to be held at locations convenient for
customers who will be affected by a rate increase within the authority’s
service territory provided that:

(a) the authority shall convene at least two public meetings at
a minimum of two locations within its service territory for the purpose
of presenting the proposed rate increase and relevant information
regarding the same to customers who will be affected by a rate increase
for their information and comment;

(b) customers who will be affected by a rate increase may
intervene and appear and speak in person at public meetings and direct
comments and inquiries about the rate increase to representatives of the
authority;

(c) at least one representative of the authority’s staff or
management and at least one member of the board of directors shall
attend each public meeting;

(d) the authority shall cause a transcript of all such meetings
to be prepared and maintained as a public record and for consideration
by the board of directors prior to its consideration and vote on a proposed
rate increase; and

(e) the contents of this section must not be construed in such
a manner as to prevent the authority from holding additional public
meetings, from holding additional meetings with customers as may be
scheduled from time to time at the convenience of the authority and the
customers, or from having additional representatives of staff,
management, or the board of directors in attendance at such meetings;

(5) an inspection, audit, and examination by the Office of
Regulatory Staff or intervening parties of the proposed rate schedule,
revenue requirements, cost of service analysis, and rate/tariff design;

(6)(a) a public hearing held by the board of directors, at a
reasonable time after the submission date for written comments and
separate from and at least thirty days prior to the board of directors’
scheduled vote on proposed rate increases, allowing for any interested
party including the Office of Regulatory Staff and the Department of
Consumer Affairs to present testimony and recommendations provided
that:

(1) a quorum of directors shall be present for the hearing;
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(i) a transcript of the hearing shall be prepared and
maintained along with a record of all evidence entered; and

(iii) the board of directors shall issue a written order setting
forth its decision based on the evidence in the record.

(b) at the hearing the board of directors shall receive
management’s recommendation concerning proposed rate increases,
results of the inspection, audit and examination of the Office of
Regulatory Staff, the proposed rate schedules, documentation supporting
the same, written comments, and transcripts of the public meetings
provided that:

(1) at this hearing customers who will be affected by a rate
increase shall be entitled to appear and speak in person for a reasonable
amount of time to offer their comments directly to the board of directors;

(i) customer comments received by the authority prior to
this hearing and transcripts of the public meetings shall be submitted to
the board of directors for their consideration in the determination of
rates; and

(7) a meeting at which the board of directors votes on the
proposed rate increase, following notice as set forth in subsection (A)
and completion of the process implemented by the board of directors
pursuant to subsection (B).

(C) Rates shall become effective no earlier than ninety days after
the board votes on the proposed rate increases.

(D) The board of directors’ action pursuant to this section and its
approval of rates are subject to the same standards and remedies pursuant
to Sections 58-31-55, 58-31-56, and 58-31-57, provided that nothing
contained in section may be construed to limit or derogate from:

(1) the board of directors’ duties and powers as established in
this chapter; and

(2) the state’s covenants as provided in Sections 58-31-30 and
58-31-360, and those covenants are hereby reaffirmed.

(E) The board of directors shall utilize counsel independent from
the management team of the Public Service Authority and is authorized
to hire independent outside experts and consultants as necessary to fulfill
the board’s obligations and duties pursuant to this section.

(F) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section the authority
may place such increased rates and charges into effect on an interim
basis under emergency circumstances such as the avoidance of default
of its obligations and to ensure proper maintenance of its system. Said
increased rates and charges shall be subject to prospective rate
adjustment in accordance with the terms of this section. Provided
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further, that the authority may implement experimental rates on an
interim basis for the purpose of developing improved rate offerings for
customers. These experimental rates will be enacted for no longer than
five years and will apply to no more than five percent of the affected
customer class.

(G) Appeals of decisions by the board of directors to approve an
increase in rates shall be a direct appeal to the South Carolina Supreme
Court, and such appeal only shall be as to the Public Service Authority’s
adherence to the rates process set forth above. The Supreme Court shall
not have the authority to set the Public Service Authority’s rates or
compel it to set specified rates, and such authority shall remain
exclusively with the Public Service Authority’s board of directors.

Section 58-31-720. The board of directors shall establish a set of
pricing principles and take such principles into consideration when
establishing new rates. The Authority shall maintain and continue to
offer, subject to potential improvements that will benefit affected
customers, all the firm and nonfirm residential, commercial, and
industrial rate schedules and rider options and rate designs, such as firm,
time-of-use, interruptible and economy power, offered by the Authority
as of the date of this article.

Section 58-31-730. The Public Service Authority shall submit to
the Office of Regulatory Staff a pricing report each year, and its report
must include an analysis of the adherence to the pricing principles
required in Section 58-31-720, the current and projected wholesale and
retail electric customer pricing and a comparison of pricing to inflation,
and to other utilities, and an analysis of the rates by customer classes and
the fair allocation of costs among customer classes. A copy of this annual
report must be provided to the Consumer Advocate. If the Public Service
Authority’s price of electricity is projected to rise above the rate of
inflation, then it must include in its annual pricing report a detailed
explanation of all cost saving efforts being undertaken and planned to
mitigate costs. After its review, the Office of Regulatory Staff shall issue
comments on the Public Service Authority’s annual pricing report.”

G. Chapter 31, Title 58 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:
“Article 9
Revenue Obligations

Section 58-31-1010. (A) The Public Service Authority must
apply to the commission for approval of the authority’s proposed
issuance of long-term revenue obligation securities representing new
debt, but not to include the refunding of such debt, lease, or other
evidences of indebtedness including, but not limited to, short-term
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borrowing of the authority, by filing with the commission and providing
a copy of an application to the Office of Regulatory Staff, together with
a statement verified by its president and chief financial officer setting
forth:

(1) the authority’s system-wide goals and objectives for capital
spending over the next three years;

(2) the amount and character of new revenue obligation
securities proposed to be issued in support of its system-wide goals and
objectives;

(3) the purpose for which they are to be issued;

(4) the authority’s financial condition, to include all current
credit ratings and debt outstanding; and

(5) the status of any ongoing projects for which securities are
proposed to be issued.

(B) The Office of Regulatory Staff must thereupon make an
investigation as may be necessary, at which investigation the authority
is entitled to be heard before the commission. Within ninety days of
receiving an application the commission must issue a determination of
the following:

(1) whether the purpose of the issued revenue obligation
securities is prudent; and

(2) whether the issuance of new debt securities is supported:

(a) the project plans, in the case of a new project; or
(b) the current status of the project, in the case of an ongoing
project; or
(c) the value of the equipment to be purchased, in the case of
equipment. To the extent that the commission approves the issuance of
such new revenue obligation securities, it must grant to the authority a
certificate of authority stating:
(i) the amount of revenue obligation securities the
authority is authorized to issue; and
(i) the projects to be funded and the equipment to be
acquired therewith.

(C) Nothing herein contained shall be construed to impose or
imply any guaranty or obligation as to the securities on the part of the
State or any agency thereof, nor shall the commission, by virtue of the
approval of the issuance of such securities, be deemed to be required to
prescribe or approve any rate for the reason that such rate may be
necessary to provide funds reasonably sufficient to retire such securities
or the interest thereon.

[HJ] 39



TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2021

(D) All revenue obligation securities approved by the commission
for issuance need not be issued by the authority immediately, and the
securities may be issued by the authority across multiple series and over
the term of the authority’s three-year capital spending plan.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the authority shall not issue revenue
obligation securities above the approved amount before receiving
approval from the commission.”

H. Sections 58-27-160, 58-27-190, 58-27-200, 58-27-210, and
58-27-220 of the 1976 Code are amended to read:

“Section 58-27-160. The Office of Regulatory Staff may
investigate and examine the condition and management of electrical
utilities, the South Carolina Public Service Authority, or any particular
electrical utility.

Section 58-27-190. The Office of Regulatory Staff has the right at
any and all times to inspect the property, plant, and facilities of any
electrical utility and the South Carolina Public Service Authority and to
inspect or audit at reasonable times the accounts, books, papers, and
documents of any electrical utility and the South Carolina Public Service
Authority. For the purposes herein mentioned an employee or agent of
the Office of Regulatory Staff may during all reasonable hours enter
upon any premises occupied by or under the control of any electrical
utility and the South Carolina Public Service Authority. An employee or
agent of the Office of Regulatory Staff authorized to administer oaths
has the power to examine under oath any officer, agent, or employee of
the electrical utility and the South Carolina Public Service Authority in
relation to the business and affairs of the electrical utility, but written
record of the testimony or statement so given under oath must be made.

Section 58-27-200. In the performance of its duties under this
chapter, an employee or agent of the Office of Regulatory Staff may
inspect or make copies of all income, property, or other tax returns,
reports, or other information filed by electrical utilities and the South
Carolina Public Service Authority with or otherwise obtained by any
other department, commission, board, or agency of the state government.
All departments, commissions, boards, or agencies of the state
government must permit an employee or agent of the Office of
Regulatory Staff to inspect or make copies of all information filed by
electrical utilities with or otherwise obtained by the department,
commission, board, or agency of the state government.

Section 58-27-210. Whenever it shall appear that any electrical
utility, electric cooperative, the South Carolina Public Service Authority,
or consolidated political subdivision is failing or omitting, or about to
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fail or omit, to do anything required of it by law or by order of the
commission or is doing, or about to do anything or permitting or about
to permit anything to be done contrary to or in violation of law or of any
order of the commission, an action or proceeding shall be prosecuted in
any court of competent jurisdiction in the name of the Office of
Regulatory Staff for the purpose of having such violation or threatened
violation discontinued or prevented, either by mandamus, injunction, or
other appropriate relief, and in such action or proceeding, it shall be
permissible to join such other persons, corporations, municipalities, or
consolidated political subdivisions as parties thereto as may be
reasonably necessary to make the order of the court in all respects
effective. The commission must not be a party to any action.

Section 58-27-220.In addition to the foregoing expressly
enumerated powers, the Office of Regulatory Staff must enforce,
execute, administer, and carry out the provisions of this chapter relating
to the powers, duties, limitations, and restrictions imposed upon
electrical utilities and the South Carolina Public Service Authority by
this chapter or any other provisions of the law of this State regulating
electrical utilities and the South Carolina Public Service Authority.”

I.  Article 1, Chapter 31, Title 58 of the 1976 Code is amended by
adding:

“Section 58-31-25. After the effective date of this section, major
utility facilities, as defined in Section 58-33-20(2), of the Public Service
Authority as proposed by the authority must be submitted to the Public
Service Commission for approval and determined in the manner
provided by Articles 1, 3, 5, and 7 of Chapter 33, Title 58. In addition to
complying with the requirements of Articles 1, 3, 5, and 7 of Chapter 33,
Title 58, the decision of the commission to approve a request by the
authority to construct a major utility facility also must comply with
Sections 58-31-295, 58-31-296, and 58-37-40.”

J. Section 58-33-20 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

“Section 58-33-20. (1) The term ‘commission’ means Public
Service Commission.

(2) The term ‘major utility facility’ means:

(a) electric generating plant and associated facilities designed
for, or capable of, operation at a capacity of more than seventy-five
megawatts.

(b) an electric transmission line and associated facilities of a
designed operating voltage of one hundred twenty-five kilovolts or
more; provided, however, that the words ‘major utility facility’ shall not
include electric distribution lines and associated facilities;nor-shall-the
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(3) The term ‘commence to construct’ means any clearing of land,
excavation, or other action that would adversely affect the natural
environment of the site or route of a major utility facility, but does not
include surveying or changes needed for temporary use of sites or routes
for nonutility purposes, or uses in securing geological data, including
necessary borings to ascertain foundation conditions.

(4) The term ‘municipality’ means any county or municipality
within this State.

(5) The term ‘person’ includes any individual, group, firm,
partnership, corporation, cooperative, association, government
subdivision, government agency, local government, municipality, any
other organization, or any combination of any of the foregoing;butshalt

(6) The term ‘public utility’ or ‘utility’ means any person engaged
in the generating, distributing, sale, delivery, or furnishing of electricity
for public use. This includes the Public Service Authority.

(7) The term ‘land’ means any real estate or any estate or interest
therein, including water and riparian rights, regardless of the use to
which it is devoted.

(8) The term ‘certificate’ means a certificate of environmental
compatibility and public convenience and necessity.

(9) The term ‘regulatory staff’ means the executive director or the
executive director and the employees of the Office of Regulatory Staft.”

K. Atrticle 1, Chapter 33, Title 58 of the 1976 Code is amended by
adding:

“Section 58-33-180. (A)(1) In addition to the requirements of
Articles 1, 3, 5, and 7 of Chapter 33, Title 58, a certificate for the
construction of a major utility facility shall be granted only if the Public
Service Authority demonstrates and proves by a preponderance of the
evidence and the commission finds:

(a) the construction of a major utility facility constitutes a
more cost effective means for serving direct serve and wholesale
customers than other available long-term power supply alternatives and
provides less ratepayer risk while maintaining safe and reliable electric
service than other available long-term power supply alternatives; and

(b) energy efficiency measures; demand-side management;
renewable energy resource generation; available long-term power
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supply alternatives, or any combination thereof, would not establish or
maintain a more cost-effective and reliable generation system and that
the construction and operation of the facility is in the public interest.

(2) Available long-term power supply alternatives may include,
but not limited to, power purchase agreements, competitive procurement
of renewable energy, joint dispatch agreements, market purchases from
an existing regional transmission organization, joining or creating a new
regional transmission organization, using best available technology for
energy generation, transmission, storage and distribution, or any
combination thereof.

(3) The commission shall consider any previous analysis
performed pursuant to Section 58-31-295, Section 58-31-296, or Section
58-37-40 in acting upon any petition by the Public Service Authority
pursuant to this section. The commission shall also take into account the
Public Service Authority’s resource and fuel diversity, reasonably
anticipated future operating costs, arrangements with other electric
utilities for interchange of power, pooling of plants, purchase of power
and other alternative methods for providing reliable, efficient, and
economical electric service.

(B) The Public Service Authority shall file an estimate of
construction costs in such detail as the commission may require. No
certificate shall be granted unless the commission has approved the
estimated construction costs and made a finding that construction will be
consistent with the authority’s commission approved plan for expansion
of electric generating capacity.

Section 58-33-185. (A) For purposes of this section:

(1) The term ‘major utility facility’ means:

(a) electric generating plant and associated facilities designed
for, or capable of, operation at a capacity of more than seventy-five
megawatts.

(b) an electric transmission line and associated facilities of a
designed operating voltage of one hundred twenty-five kilovolts or
more; provided, however, that the words ‘major utility facility’ shall not
include electric distribution lines and associated facilities.

(B) The Public Service Authority may not enter into a contract for
the acquisition of a major utility facility or contract for the purchase of
power with a duration longer than five years without approval of the
Public Service Commission of South Carolina, provided that the
approval is required only to the extent the transaction is not subject to
the exclusive jurisdiction of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
or any other federal agency.
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(C)(1) In acting upon any petition by the Public Service Authority
for approval of an acquisition of a major utility facility, as defined by
subsection(A)(1)(a), or purchases of power with a duration longer than
five years, the Public Service Authority must prove by a preponderance
of the evidence that the acquisition of the generating resources or
purchases of power constitutes a more cost effective means for serving
direct serve and wholesale customers than other available long-term
power supply alternatives and provides less ratepayer risk while
maintaining safe and reliable electric service than other available long
term-power supply alternatives. The commission shall consider any
previous analysis performed pursuant to Section 58-31-295, Section
58-31-296, Section 58-33-180, or Section 58-37-40 in acting upon any
petition by the Public Service Authority pursuant to this section. The
commission shall also take into account the Public Service Authority’s
arrangements with other electric utilities for interchange of power,
pooling of plants, purchase of power and other alternative methods for
providing reliable, efficient, and economical electric service

(2) Available long-term power supply alternatives may include,
but not limited to, power purchase agreements of a different duration
than proposed, competitive procurement of renewable energy, joint
dispatch agreements, market purchases from an existing regional
transmission organization, joining or creating a new regional
transmission organization, using best available technology for energy
generation, transmission, storage and distribution, or any combination
thereof.

(D) Application for the approval of the commission shall be made
by the Public Service Authority and shall contain a concise statement of
the proposed action, the reasons therefor, and such other information as
may be required by the commission.

(E) Upon the receipt of an application, the commission shall
promptly fix a date for the commencement of a public hearing, not less
than sixty nor more than ninety days after the receipt, and shall conclude
the proceedings as expeditiously as practicable. The commission shall
establish notice requirements and proceedings shall include an
opportunity for intervention, discovery, filed comments or testimony,
and an evidentiary hearing.

(F) The commission shall render a decision upon the record either
granting or denying the application as filed, or granting it upon such
terms, conditions or modifications as the commission may deem
appropriate.
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(G) The commission may not grant approval unless it shall find
and determine that the Public Service Authority satisfied all
requirements of this section and the proposed transaction is in the best
interests of the retail and wholesale customers of the Public Service
Authority.”

L. Section 58-37-40 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 62
0of 2019, is further amended to read:

“Section 58-37-40. (A) Electrical utilities, electric cooperatives,
municipally owned electric utilities, and the South Carolina Public
Service Authority must each prepare an integrated resource plan. An
integrated resource plan must be prepared and submitted at least every
three years. Nothing in this section may be construed as requiring
interstate natural gas companies whose rates and services are regulated
only by the federal government or gas utilities subject to the jurisdiction
of the commission to prepare and submit an integrated resource plan.

(1) Each electrical utility must submit its integrated resource
plan to the commission. The integrated resource plan must be posted on
the electrical utility’s website and on the commission’s website.

(2) Electric cooperatives and municipally owned electric
utilities shall each submit an integrated resource plan to the State Energy
Office. Each integrated resource plan must be posted on the State Energy
Office’s website. If an electric cooperative or municipally owned utility
has a website, its integrated resource plan must also be posted on its
website. For distribution, electric cooperatives that are members of a
cooperative that provides wholesale service, the integrated resource plan
may be coordinated and consolidated into a single plan provided that
nonshared resources or programs of individual distribution cooperatives
are highlighted. Where plan components listed in subsection (B)(1) and
(2) of this section do not apply to a distribution or wholesale cooperative
or a municipally owned electric utility as a result of the cooperative or
the municipally owned electric utility not owning or operating
generation resources, the plan may state that fact or refer to the plan of
the wholesale power generator. For purposes of this section, a wholesale
power generator does not include a municipally created joint agency if
that joint agency receives at least seventy-five percent of its electricity
from a generating facility owned in partnership with an electrical utility
and that electrical utility:

(a) generally serves the area in which the joint agency’s
members are located; and

(b) 1is responsible for dispatching the capacity and output of
the generated electricity.
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(3) The South Carolina Public Service Authority shall submit
its integrated resource plan to the State Energy-Office commission. The
Public Service Authority shall develop a public process allowing for
input from all stakeholders prior to submitting the integrated resource
plan. The integrated resource plan must be developed in consultation
with the electric cooperatives and municipally owned electric utilities
purchasing power and energy from the Public Service Authority and
consider any feedback provided by retail customers and shall include the
effect of demand-side management activities of the electric cooperatives
and municipally owned electric utilities that directly purchase power and
energy from the Public Service Authority or sell power and energy
generated by the Public Service Authority. The integrated resource plan
must be posted on the State-Energy-Office’s commission’s website and
on the Public Service Authority’s website.

(4)(a) In addition to the requirements of 58-37-40(B), the Public
Service Authority’s integrated resource plan shall include an analysis of
long term power supply alternatives and enumerate the cost of various
resource portfolios over various study periods including a twenty year
study period and, by comparison on a net present value basis, identify
the most cost effective and least ratepayer risk resource portfolio to meet
the Public Service Authority’s total capacity and energy requirements
while maintaining safe and reliable electric service.

(b) In addition to the requirements of Section 58-37-40(B), the
commission shall review and evaluate the Public Service Authority’s
analysis of long-term power supply alternatives and various resource
portfolios over various study periods including a twenty-year study
period and, by comparison on a net present value basis, identify the most
cost-effective and lowest ratepaver-risk resource portfolio to meet the
Public Service Authority’s total capacity and energy requirements while
maintaining safe and reliable electric service. The commission’s
evaluation shall include, but not be limited to:

(i) evaluating the cost-effectiveness and ratepayer risk of
self-build generation and transmission options compared with various
long-term power supply alternatives including power purchase
agreements, competitive procurement of renewable energy, joint
dispatch agreements, market purchases from an existing regional
transmission organization, joining or creating a new regional
transmission organization, using best available technology for energy
generation, transmission, storage and distribution, or any combination
thereof. In evaluating and identifying the most cost effective and least
ratepayer risk resource portfolio, the commission shall strive to reduce
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the risk to ratepayers associated with any generation and transmission
options while maintaining safe and reliable electric service; and

(ii) an analysis of any potential cost savings that might accrue
to ratepayers from the retirement of remaining coal generation assets.

(B)(1) An integrated resource plan shall include all of the
following:

(a) a long-term forecast of the utility’s sales and peak
demand under various reasonable scenarios;

(b) the type of generation technology proposed for a
generation facility contained in the plan and the proposed capacity of the
generation facility, including fuel cost sensitivities under various
reasonable scenarios;

(c) projected energy purchased or produced by the utility
from a renewable energy resource;

(d) a summary of the electrical transmission investments
planned by the utility;

(e) several resource portfolios developed with the purpose of
fairly evaluating the range of demand-side, supply-side, storage, and
other technologies and services available to meet the utility’s service
obligations. Such portfolios and evaluations must include an evaluation
of low, medium, and high cases for the adoption of renewable energy
and cogeneration, energy efficiency, and demand response measures,
including consideration of the following:

(1) customer energy efficiency and demand response
programs;

(i) facility retirement assumptions; and

(ii1) sensitivity analyses related to fuel costs, environmental
regulations, and other uncertainties or risks;

(f) data regarding the utility’s current generation portfolio,
including the age, licensing status, and remaining estimated life of
operation for each facility in the portfolio;

(g) plans for meeting current and future capacity needs with
the cost estimates for all proposed resource portfolios in the plan;

(h) an analysis of the cost and reliability impacts of all
reasonable options available to meet projected energy and capacity
needs; and

(i) a forecast of the utility’s peak demand, details regarding
the amount of peak demand reduction the utility expects to achieve, and
the actions the utility proposes to take in order to achieve that peak
demand reduction.
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(2) An integrated resource plan may include distribution
resource plans or integrated system operation plans.

(C)(1) The commission shall have a proceeding to review each
electrical utility’s and the Public Service Authority’s integrated resource
plan. As part of the integrated resource plan filing, the commission shall
allow intervention by interested parties. The commission shall establish
a procedural schedule to permit reasonable discovery after an integrated
resource plan is filed in order to assist parties in obtaining evidence
concerning the integrated resource plan, including the reasonableness
and prudence of the plan and alternatives to the plan raised by
intervening parties. No later than three hundred days after an electrical
utility files an integrated resource plan, the commission shall issue a final
order approving, modifying, or denying the plan filed by the electrical
utility or the Public Service Authority.

(2) The commission shall approve an electrical utility’s or
Public Service Authority’s integrated resource plan if the commission
determines that the proposed integrated resource plan represents the
most reasonable and prudent means of meeting the electrical utility’s
energy and capacity needs as of the time the plan is reviewed. To
determine whether the integrated resource plan is the most reasonable
and prudent means of meeting energy and capacity needs, the
commission, in its discretion, shall consider whether the plan
appropriately balances the following factors:

(a) resource adequacy and capacity to serve anticipated peak
electrical load, and applicable planning reserve margins;

(b) consumer affordability and least cost;

(¢) compliance with applicable state and federal
environmental regulations;

(d) power supply reliability;

() commodity price risks;

(f) diversity of generation supply; and

(g) other foreseeable conditions that the commission
determines to be for the public interest.

(3) If the commission modifies or rejects an electrical utility’s
or Public Service Authority’s integrated resource plan, the electrical
utility or Public Service Authority, within sixty days after the date of the
final order, shall submit a revised plan addressing concerns identified by
the commission and incorporating commission-mandated revisions to
the integrated resource plan to the commission for approval. Within sixty
days of the electrical utility’s or Public Service Authority’s revised
filing, the Office of Regulatory Staff shall review the electrical utility’s
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or Public Service Authority’s revised plan and submit a report to the
commission assessing the sufficiency of the revised filing. Other parties
to the integrated resource plan proceeding also may submit comments.
No later than sixty days after the Office of Regulatory Staff report is filed
with the commission, the commission at its discretion may determine
whether to accept the revised integrated resource plan or to mandate
further remedies that the commission deems appropriate.

(4) The submission, review, and acceptance of an integrated
resource plan by the commission, or the inclusion of any specific
resource or experience in an accepted integrated resource plan, shall not
be determinative of the reasonableness or prudence of the acquisition or
construction of any resource or the making of any expenditure. The
electrical utility shall retain the burden of proof to show that all of its
investments and expenditures are reasonable and prudent when seeking
cost recovery in rates.

(D)(1) An electrical utility or Public Service Authority shall submit
annual updates to its integrated resource plan to the commission. An
annual update must include an update to the electric utility’s or Public
Service Authority’s base planning assumptions relative to its most
recently accepted integrated resource plan, including, but not limited to:
energy and demand forecast, commodity fuel price inputs, renewable
energy forecast, energy efficiency and demand-side management
forecasts, changes to projected retirement dates of existing units, along
with other inputs the commission deems to be for the public interest. The
electrical utility’s or Public Service Authority’s annual update must
describe the impact of the updated base planning assumptions on the
selected resource plan.

(2) The Office of Regulatory Staff shall review each eleetrie
electrical utility’s or Public Service Authority’s annual update and
submit a report to the commission providing a recommendation
concerning the reasonableness of the annual update. After reviewing the
annual update and the Office of Regulatory Staff report, the commission
may accept the annual update or direct the electrical utility or Public
Service Authority to make changes to the annual update that the
commission determines to be in the public interest.

(E) The commission is authorized to promulgate regulations to
carry out the provisions of this section.”

M. (1) The Public Service Authority shall file for Commission
approval a program for the competitive procurement of energy and
capacity from renewable energy facilities with the purpose of adding
renewable energy to the utility’s generation portfolio in a manner that
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allows the utility to continue to reliably and cost-effectively serve
customers’ future energy needs.

(2) The competitive procurement of renewable energy capacity
established pursuant to this section shall be independently administered
by a third-party entity to be selected by the Commission. The third-party
entity shall develop and publish the methodology used to evaluate
responses received pursuant to a competitive procurement solicitation
and to ensure that all responses are treated equitably. All reasonable and
prudent administrative and related expenses incurred to implement this
subsection shall be recovered from market participants through
administrative fees levied upon those that participate in the competitive
bidding process, as approved by the Commission.

(3) The Commission shall adopt procedures to implement the
requirements of this section including commission oversight of the
competitive procurement program.

(4) The Public Service Authority shall submit to the Commission
for approval and make publicly available at 30 days prior to each
competitive procurement solicitation a pro forma contract to be utilized
for the purpose of informing market participants of terms and conditions
of the competitive procurement. Each pro forma contract shall define
limits and compensation for resource dispatch and curtailments. The pro
forma contract shall be for a term of twenty years; provided, however,
the Commission may approve a contract term of a different duration if
the Commission determines that it is in the public interest to do so.

N.The Public Service Commission and the Office of Regulatory Staff
are authorized to employ, through contract or otherwise, third-party
consultants and experts in carrying out their duties under this Act. The
commission and Office of Regulatory Staff are exempt from complying
with the State Procurement Code in the selection and hiring of
third-party consultants or experts authorized by this section. The
commission and the Office of Regulatory Staff may not hire the same
third-party consultant or expert in the same proceeding or to address the
same or similar issues in different proceedings.

O.All lawful expenses and charges incurred by the Public Service
Commission and the Office of Regulatory Staff in the administration of
this act and in performance of its duties thereunder shall be defrayed by
assessments made by the Comptroller General against the Public Service
Authority in the year ending on the thirtieth day of June preceding that
on which the assessment is made. The Public Service Commission and
the Office of Regulatory Staff shall certify to the Comptroller General
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annually on or before August first the amounts to be assessed in the
format approved by the Comptroller General.
Part IV
SECTION 5. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor. /
Renumber sections to conform.
Amend title to conform.

Rep. FINLAY explained the amendment.

Rep. FINLAY spoke in favor of the amendment.
Rep. G. M. SMITH spoke in favor of the amendment.
Rep. HILL spoke against the amendment.

Rep. OTT spoke against the amendment.

The question then recurred to the adoption of the amendment, which
was agreed to.

Reps. LUCAS, G. M. SMITH, FINLAY and STAVRINAKIS
proposed the following Amendment No.2 to H. 3194
(COUNCILASD\3194C022.NBD.SD21), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 2 as contained in Part
I, beginning on Page 3194-1 is amended to read:

/ SECTION 2. A.A special committee is hereby created to be
composed of six members, three from each House, to be selected by each
body in the same manner members of conference committees are
selected by that body. The duties and responsibilities of the special
committee are to consider offers for the sale of some or all of the assets
of the Public Service Authority of South Carolina and to further
negotiate the terms and conditions of any offer for the sale of some or all
of the assets of the Public Service Authority of South Carolina. The
special committee shall adopt and set its own rules of procedure. Upon
approval of any offer for the sale of some or all of the assets of the Public
Service Authority of South Carolina, the special committee shall issue a
recommendation and report to the General Assembly. This
recommendation and report may be accepted and approved by each
House in the same manner conference committee reports are accepted
and approved. Upon approval of the special committee report by the
General Assembly, the report also must be transmitted to the Governor
for his approval in the same manner enactments are presented to him
under Article IV of the Constitution of this State. The Department of
Administration shall execute on behalf of the State of South Carolina the
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documents necessary to effectuate any sale proposal approved in the
manner provided in this section. The special committee shall have the
authority to remain in existence until dissolution and consider any future
offers for the sale of some or all of the assets of the Public Service
Authority.

B.The Special Committee shall continue in existence unless
terminated as provided in this section and shall be authorized to consider
any future offers for the sale of some or all of the assets of the Public
Service Authority. The provisions of this section expire ten years after
the effective date of this section unless extended or reenacted by the
General Assembly before this date. /

Amend the bill further, as and if amended, SECTION 4, by adding a
new subsection to be appropriately lettered after subsection B to read:

C.Section 58-31-30 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding a new
subsection (C) to read:

/ “(C) Any severance package, payment or other benefit of whatever
nature conferred upon an executive officer or member of the board of
the Public Service Authority, upon his departure as an executive officer
or member of the board, whether or not some or all of it is a required
payment under an existing employment or other agreement, must be first
approved by the Agency Head Salary Commission. A violation of this
section is grounds for a claw-back of the payment or benefit conferred
in a legal action brought by the Attorney General of this State seeking a
recovery of the payment or benefit made.”  /

Amend the bill further, as and if amended, SECTION 4, by adding an
appropriated lettered subsection to read:

/. Section 1-3-240(C) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:

“(C)(1)Persons appointed to the following offices of the State may
be removed by the Governor for malfeasance, misfeasance,
incompetency, absenteeism, conflicts of interest, misconduct, persistent
neglect of duty in office, or incapacity:

(a) Workers’ Compensation Commission;

(b) [Repealed]

(¢) Ethics Commission;

(d) Election Commission;

(e) Professional and Occupational Licensing Boards;

(f) Juvenile Parole Board;

(g) Probation, Parole and Pardon Board;

(h) Director of the Department of Public Safety;

(1) Board of the Department of Health and Environmental
Control, excepting the chairman;
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(j) Chief of State Law Enforcement Division;

(k) South Carolina Lottery Commission;

(1) Executive Director of the Office of Regulatory Staff;

(m) Directors of the South Carolina Public Service Authority
appointed pursuant to Section 58-31-20. A director of the South Carolina
Public Service Authority also may be removed for poor performance or
his breach of any duty arising under Section 58-31-55 or 58-31-56. The
Governor must not request a director of the South Carolina Public
Service Authority to resign unless cause for removal, as established by
this subsection, exists. Removal of a director of the South Carolina
Public Service Authority, except as is provided by this section or by
Section 58-31-20(A), must be considered to be an irreparable injury for
which no adequate remedy at law exists;

(n) State Ports Authority;

(o) State Inspector General;

(p) State Adjutant General;

(q) South Carolina Retirement Investment Commission
members appointed by the Governor or members of the General
Assembly; and

(r) South Carolina Public Benefit Authority members.

(2) Upon the expiration of an officeholder's term, the individual
may continue to serve until a successor is appointed and qualifies.”

/

Amend the bill further, as and if amended by adding a new
appropriately lettered subsection to SECTION 4 to read:

/. Nothing in this act prohibits the South Carolina Public Service
Authority from altering or amending the terms and conditions of the
Authority’s lighting rate schedule or outdoor rental lighting
agreement. /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. STAVRINAKIS explained the amendment.
The amendment was then adopted.

Reps. DAVIS, OTT and CRAWFORD proposed the following
Amendment No.3H. 3194 (COUNCIL\SD\3194C009.NBD.SD21),
which was tabled:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking SECTION 1 of Part I
and SECTION 2 of Part I in their entirety.
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Renumber sections to conform.
Amend title to conform.

Rep. DAVIS explained the amendment.

Rep. OTT spoke in favor of the amendment.
Rep. OTT spoke in favor of the amendment.
Rep. JEFFERSON spoke in favor of the amendment.
Rep. FRY spoke in favor of the amendment.

Rep. G. M. SMITH spoke against the amendment.

Rep. G. M. SMITH moved to table the amendment.

Rep. FRY demanded the yeas and nays which were taken, resulting as

follows:

Those who voted in the affirmative are:

Yeas 76; Nays 38

Alexander Allison Ballentine
Bannister Bennett Bernstein
Blackwell Bradley Bryant
Burns Bustos Calhoon
Carter Caskey Chumley
Clyburn Cogswell Collins
B. Cox W. Cox Dabney
Dillard Elliott Erickson
Felder Finlay Gagnon
Gatch Gilliam Haddon
Hayes Herbkersman Hiott
Hixon Huggins Hyde
Jones Jordan Kimmons
Ligon Long Lowe
Lucas Magnuson Martin
May McCabe McCravy
McGarry T. Moore Morgan
D. C. Moss V. S. Moss Murphy
B. Newton W. Newton Nutt
Oremus Pope Rose
Sandifer Simrill G. M. Smith
G. R. Smith Stavrinakis Taylor
Thayer Trantham Weeks
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West
Whitmire
Yow

Wetmore
R. Williams

Total--76

Those who voted in the negative are:

Atkinson
Brawley
Crawford
Forrest
Gilliard
Hart
Hewitt

J. E. Johnson
King
McDaniel
Ott
Robinson
White

Bailey
Brittain
Daning

Fry

Govan
Henderson-Myers
Hosey

J. L. Johnson
Kirby
McGinnis
Pendarvis
M. M. Smith
S. Williams

Total--38

So, the amendment was tabled.

Rep. DAVIS proposed the following Amendment No. 4 to H. 3194
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Wheeler
Wooten

Bamberg
Cobb-Hunter
Davis
Garvin
Hardee
Henegan
Jefferson

K. O. Johnson
Matthews
Murray
Rivers
Tedder

(COUNCIL\SA\3194C002.RT.SA21), which was tabled:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, in SECTION 2 of Part Il by adding
a new paragraph at the end of SECTION 2 to read:

/ In addition to the support staff of the Special Committee from the
Department of Administration and other sources, the Special Committee
shall retain other legal and industry experts to assist the committee in the
performance of its duties related to the evaluation of bids and the
negotiation of any resulting contract’s terms and conditions. The cost of
these additional experts shall be paid from Department of Administration

funds made available to it in conjunction with the sale. /
Renumber sections to conform.
Amend title to conform.

Rep. DAVIS explained the amendment.
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Rep. G. M. SMITH moved to table the amendment, which was agreed
to.

Rep. DAVIS proposed the following Amendment No. 5 to H. 3194
(COUNCIL\WAB\3194C001.RT.WAB21), which was tabled:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, PART III, by adding an
appropriately-numbered penultimate SECTION to read:

/ SECTION . Article 1, Chapter 11, Title 8 of the 1976 Code is
amended by adding:

“Section 8-11-184. (A) The South Carolina Department of
Administration, through funds appropriated by the General Assembly,
shall establish a ‘Displaced State Employee Readjustment Fund’ to be
used for creating and operating a Displaced State Employee
Readjustment Applicant Pool by the Office of Human Resources, the
purpose of which is to help public agency and quasi-public agency
workers displaced by the sale or transfer of the agency or quasi-public
agency transition to certain other employment by giving them first
priority consideration for filling vacancies or new positions at other state
agencies or quasi-public agencies.

(B) If a state agency or quasi-public agency is transferred or sold
by the State, any agency workers displaced by the transfer must be
reported to the Office of Human Resources by the entity to which the
agency or instrumentality is transferred or sold within sixty days before
the workers employment may be terminated. The Office of Human
Resources shall include information on all such displaced employees in
the Displaced State Employee Readjustment Pool. The information must
include, but is not limited to, the name and social security number of the
person, the position held, years of experience, and any job classification,
grade, and Employee Performance Management System status for those
displaced state employees wishing to be considered for other positions.

(C) An agency seeking to fill a vacancy or a new position must
obtain information from the Office of Human Resources’ Displaced
State Employee Readjustment Applicant Pool. An agency shall provide
first priority consideration, including above employees in the Reduction
in Force (RIF) Pool, to employees in the Displaced State Employee
Readjustment Applicant Pool. An agency is prohibited from filling a
position if the agency does not first seek to fill the position from among
these qualified employees provided by the Office of Human Resources.

(D) The provisions of this section apply to agencies employing one
hundred or more workers.” /
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Renumber sections to conform.
Amend title to conform.

Rep. DAVIS explained the amendment.

Rep. G. M. SMITH moved to table the amendment, which was agreed
to.

Rep. DAVIS proposed the following Amendment No. 6 to H. 3194
(COUNCIL\SA\3194C001.RT.SA21), which was tabled:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding a new lettered
subsection to SECTION 4 to read:

/. Inthe event a sale of the Public Service Authority results in
an increase in retiree insurance premiums for the Public Employee
Benefit Authority (PEBA), the difference in cost must be paid by the
State. /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. DAVIS explained the amendment.

Rep. G. M. SMITH moved to table the amendment, which was agreed
to.

Rep. DAVIS proposed the following Amendment No. 7 to H. 3194
(COUNCIL\PH\3194C001.JN.PH21), which was tabled:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, PART II, by striking SECTION 3
and inserting:

\ SECTION 3. Before the South Carolina Public Service Authority
and its assets and liabilities may be sold or conveyed to a public or
private entity and before a contract for sale for same may be entered into,
the Department of Administration must cause a full study to be
undertaken in the territory of the Authority to determine the economic
and other impacts of the sale, both pro and con, in the areas affected.
The results of this study must be provided to the Governor, the General
Assembly, and the general public upon its completion, and the sale or
conveyance of the Public Service Authority may not be undertaken or a
contract for such a sale entered into until the study is completed.

The General Assembly further pledges and commits by the
provisions of this section to enact and implement without delay, based
on the study, meaningful economic incentive packages for those areas
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and individuals adversely affected as a result of a sale in terms of jobs
lost, adverse effects on communities, and diminished prospects for future
economic growth.

SECTION 4. In the event that provisions of this act and provisions
of Act 95 of 2019 conflict, the provisions of this act shall control.  /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. DAVIS explained the amendment.

Rep. G. M. SMITH moved to table the amendment, which was agreed
to.

Rep. FRY proposed the following Amendment No. 8 to H. 3194
(COUNCIL\SA\3194C003.RT.SA21), which was tabled:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding a new lettered
subsection to SECTION 4 to read:

/. Inthe event a sale of the Public Service Authority results in
an increase in retiree insurance premiums for the Public Employee
Benefit Authority (PEBA), the difference in cost must be paid by the
State. /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. FRY explained the amendment.

Rep. G. M. SMITH moved to table the amendment, which was agreed
to.

Rep. OTT proposed the following Amendment No. 9 to H. 3194
(COUNCIL\SD\3194C023.NBD.SD21), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding a new subsection to be
appropriately lettered to SECTION 2 to read:

/. The Special Committee may not accept and the General
Assembly may not approve any offer to purchase the assets of the Public
Service Authority or any portion thereof which offer is made contingent
upon the reenactment of the Base Load Review Act or any similar
variation of the Base Load Review Act containing comparable
provisions. /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.
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Rep. OTT explained the amendment.
Rep. G. M. SMITH spoke in favor of the amendment.

The amendment was then adopted.

Rep. OTT proposed the following Amendment No. 10 to H. 3194
(COUNCIL\SD\3194C024.NBD.SD21), which was tabled:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding a new subsection to be
appropriately lettered to SECTION 2 to read:

/. The Special Committee may not accept and the General
Assembly may not approve any offer to purchase the assets of the Public
Service Authority or any portion thereof where the prospective purchaser
is exempt from or will be exempt from paying South Carolina real or
business property taxes in any amount. /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. OTT explained the amendment.
Rep. FINLAY spoke against the amendment.

Rep. G. M. SMITH moved to table the amendment, which was agreed
to.

Rep. OTT proposed the following Amendment No. 11 to H. 3194
(COUNCIL\SD\3194C025.NBD.SD21), which was tabled:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding a new subsection to
SECTION 4 to be appropriately lettered to read:

/ Section __ .No provision contained in this Section 4 may be
construed or interpreted to cause electric rate charges of the Public
Service Authority to be above those which would have resulted upon full
implementation of the reform plan proposed by the Public Service
Authority. If a court of competent jurisdiction rules that the provisions
of this act or any part thereof would result in a violation of this section
those provisions are severed from this act. /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. OTT explained the amendment.

Rep. OTT moved to table the amendment, which was agreed to.
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Rep. COBB-HUNTER proposed the following Amendment No. 12 to
H. 3194 (COUNCIL\SD\3194C026.NBD.SD21), which was tabled:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding a new subsection to be
appropriately lettered in SECTION 2 to read:

/. Incarrying out the duties of this section, the special committee
shall review and evaluate existing support and in-kind services and
implement objectives to ensure that the water systems and supply of the
Public Service Authority and those of the Lake Marion Regional Water
Agency are protected. In addition, public access to the lakes currently
managed by the Public Service Authority must be maintained and
accessible for public use, enjoyment, and wildlife habitat. /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. COBB-HUNTER explained the amendment.

Rep. G. M. SMITH moved to table the amendment, which was agreed
to.

Rep. COBB-HUNTER proposed the following Amendment No. 13 to
H. 3194 (COUNCILASD\3194C027.NBD.SD21), which was tabled:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding a new subsection to be
appropriately lettered in SECTION 2 to read:

/. Any purchaser of the assets of the Public Service Authority as
a condition of its purchase must follow and comply with all required
provisions of the FERC license applicable to the Public Service
Authority and its operating assets. /

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Rep. COBB-HUNTER explained the amendment.

Rep. COBB-HUNTER moved to table the amendment, which was
agreed to.

Rep. DAVIS spoke against the Bill.

The question recurred to the passage of the Bill.
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The yeas and nays were taken resulting as follows:

Those who voted in the affirmative are:

Alexander
Bannister
Blackwell
Burns
Carter
Clyburn
Collins
Dabney
Erickson
Gagnon
Gilliam
Hart
Henegan
Hixon
Hyde
Jordan
Ligon
Lucas
May
McGarry
Morgan
Murphy
W. Newton
Pope
Sandifer
G. R. Smith
Thayer
Weeks
Wheeler
Wooten

Yeas 89; Nays 26

Allison
Bennett
Bradley
Bustos
Caskey
Cobb-Hunter
B. Cox
Dillard
Felder
Garvin
Gilliard
Hayes
Herbkersman
Hosey

J. L. Johnson
King

Long
Magnuson
McCabe
McKnight
D. C. Moss
Murray

Nutt
Robinson
Simrill
Stavrinakis
Thigpen
West
Whitmire
Yow

Total--89

Those who voted in the negative are:

Bailey
Brittain
Davis
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Bamberg
Crawford
Forrest
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Ballentine
Bernstein
Bryant
Calhoon
Chumley
Cogswell
W. Cox
Elliott
Finlay
Gatch
Haddon

Henderson-Myers

Hiott
Huggins
Jones
Kirby
Lowe
Martin
McCravy
T. Moore
V. S. Moss
B. Newton
Oremus
Rose

G. M. Smith
Taylor
Trantham
Wetmore
R. Williams

Brawley
Daning
Fry
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Govan Hardee Hewitt
Hill Howard Jefferson
J. E. Johnson K. O. Johnson Kimmons
Matthews McDaniel McGinnis
Ott Pendarvis M. M. Smith
White S. Williams

Total--26

So, the Bill, as amended, was read the second time and ordered to third
reading.

RECORD FOR VOTING

This bill, H. 3194, as amended, removed the Governor and almost all
legislators from the decision-making process on whether to sell Santee
Cooper or not.

Furthermore, it included governance changes will diminish the state's
appetite for selling Santee Cooper to a private utility. For instance, there
is no need to put Santee Cooper under a PSC rate approval process, if
Santee Cooper is going to be sold to a private company and lose its
special status as a state-owned utility. The time to talk governance
changes would be only after failing to find an acceptable buyer.

Included in these governance changes is placing the Secretary of the
Department of Commerce as an ex-officio member of the Santee Cooper
board. This provides a mechanism for continuing the state's practice of
leveraging Santee Cooper in future economic development deals with
industry--one of the main political reasons against selling Santee Cooper
(Part III, Section 4e).

The only way to correct the inherently unfair advantages that Santee
Cooper has as a state-owned utility is to sell it. The only way to protect
the taxpayers of South Carolina from the billions of dollars of debt
incurred by Santee Cooper in the failed V.C. Summer project is to sell
it. The only way to protect the ratepayers from unfair rate practices is to
sell it, so that it becomes a private company, subject to the same rules as
every other private company.

Finally, a good-faith effort to sell Santee Cooper would be led by the
Governor and the decision to sell would be ratified by the entire General
Assembly, not a select six chosen by the Speaker of the House and the
President of the Senate. This bill removes the decision out of the hands
of those who are accountable to the entire state of South Carolina, and
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places it in the hands of a select few. And it isn't hard to see the direction
they wish to go.

For this reason, I voted-against the bill.

Rep. Jonathon Hill

STATEMENT FOR JOURNAL
I was temporarily out of the Chamber on constituent business during
the vote on H. 3194. If I had been present, I would have voted against
the Bill.
Rep. Michael F. Rivers

STATEMENT FOR JOURNAL
I was temporarily out of the Chamber on constituent business during
the vote on H. 3194. If I had been present, I would have voted against
the Bill.
Rep. JA Moore

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE
The following was received:

Columbia, S.C., January 26, 2021
Mr. Speaker and Members of the House:

The Senate respectfully invites your Honorable Body to attend in the
Senate Chamber at a mutually convenient time for the purpose of
ratifying Acts.

Very respectfully,
President

On motion of Rep. FORREST the invitation was accepted.

Rep. FORREST moved that the House do now adjourn, which was
agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT
At 3:07 p.m. the House, in accordance with the motion of Rep.
SIMRILL, adjourned in memory of former Representative Joyce Hearn,

to meet at 2:00 p.m. tomorrow.
koksk
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H.3002.....cocmiiieieine 12 H. 3477 o 16
H. 3008 .....cooeveeieiiienns 12 H. 3510 e 14
H. 3009 ......cooviiiniiiens 12 H. 3511 e 16
H. 3011 s 12 H. 3543 e 17
H.3012 s 12 H. 3556 .o 17
H. 3015 s 13 H. 3559 i 17
H.3017 o 13 H. 3589 oo 17
H.3096......cccoviviiins 13 H. 3599 . 17
H.3105 .. 13 H. 3600 ... 17
H.3107 oo 13 H.3602........ccceucee. 17,20
H.3115 s 13 H.3606........ccccovviinnn 18
H. 3120 i 13 H. 3607 ..coeiiiniiiene 2,18
H.3147 oo 13 H. 3608 ..o 2,18
H.3164 ..o 14 H. 3609 ...cooviririnne 3,18
H.3179 i 14 H.3612 i 18
H.3194 ......... 14, 18, 20, 21 H. 3683 oo 18
H.3194 ......... 51,53,55,56 H. 3691 o 19
H.3194 .......... 57, 58,59, 60 H.3696 .....ccocvviriine 18
H.3194 ..o 62, 63 H. 3700 ... 8
H. 3225 s 14 H. 3701 oo 3
H.3232 s 14 H.3702 i 4
H.3247 oo 14 H. 3703 .o 4
H. 3251 s 15 H.3704 ..o 5
H. 3256 oo 15 H. 3705 oo 7
H. 3260 ..o 15 H. 3706 ..o 8
H. 3326 oo 15 H. 3707 oo 9
H. 3337 oo 15 H. 3708 ..o 9
H. 3339 i 15 H. 3709 ..o 9
H. 3340 ..o 15 H. 3710 oo 9
H.3349 oo 15 H. 3711 i 9
H. 3388 .o 16 H.3712 i 6
H.3398 .o 16

H. 3399 s 16 So179 i 7
H.3410 .o 16 S.449 i 10
H.3432 o 16 S.470 i 8
H. 3464 ..o 16 S.AT4 s 10
H. 3476 ..o 14
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