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[bookmark: titletop]TO RECOGNIZE AND DECLARE MAY 4‑5, 2021, AS “PALMETTO GIVING DAY” IN SOUTH CAROLINA.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, Georgetown County, sponsored by a grassroots collection of local nonprofit organizations and facilitated by the Frances P. Bunnelle Foundation, organizes an annual twenty‑four‑hour online giving event to be held on the first Tuesday of May every year, known as Palmetto Giving Day; and

Whereas, philanthropy is based on voluntary action for the common good in a tradition of giving and sharing which is paramount to a higher quality of life and an investment in any community in order to hold steadfastly to the cherished values that define its future; and

Whereas, the goal of the numerous participating nonprofit organizations is that they raise funds in support of growing the Georgetown community; and

Whereas, this passion project was created in response to the incredible results gained from Lowcountry Giving Day, a regional day of giving hosted through the Coastal Community Foundation in Charleston.  A few years ago, Lowcountry Giving Day was among the most successful days of giving in the entire nation.  In 2016, approximately twenty‑four Georgetown County nonprofits collectively raised 369,000 dollars in the twenty‑four‑hour online giving event.  When it was announced that Lowcountry Giving Day would not be done again in 2017, a group of nonprofit leaders collaborated to create an alternative in order to continue the growth in Georgetown; and

Whereas, the Frances P. Bunnelle Foundation in Pawleys Island has been instrumental in encouraging and facilitating this event. The foundation made a five‑thousand‑dollar grant to purchase the hosting platform services of Kimbia, a main host site for Give Local. This allows people to make donations online, which helps increase the amount of donations collected; and

Whereas, it is a beautiful day in the Palmetto State any time South Carolinians come together in an effort to better the State for the future of all.  The members of the House of Representatives commend the efforts these nonprofit members have put forth for the future of their communities.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize and declare May 4‑5, 2021, as “Palmetto Giving Day” in South Carolina.
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