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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO HONOR DEPUTY SHAWN GOPAUL OF THE CHESTERFIELD COUNTY SHERIFFS’ OFFICE, WHO DISPLAYED EXCEPTIONAL PRESENCE OF MIND AND PERFORMED SWIFT LIFESAVING ACTION IN THE LINE OF DUTY, AND TO CONGRATULATE HIM UPON RECEIVING THE SOUTH CAROLINA SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION MEDAL OF VALOR AWARD.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, on October 20, 2020, deputies and EMS personnel were dispatched to a residence in Jefferson for an unresponsive infant. Deputy Gopaul, the initial first responder to arrive, saw a 7monthold infant, limp, unresponsive, and not breathing, in the arms of her grandmother. Deputy Gopaul noticed that the infant’s lips and nose area had a blue tint. The grandmother handed the infant to Deputy Gopaul, who laid the infant on the porch, a hard surface, and began performing abdominal thrusts. After a couple of minutes of this treatment, Deputy Gopaul saw that the infant was trying to breathe but still was having trouble. He then picked up the infant and administered back thrusts. This increased the infant’s breathing somewhat, but the infant was still struggling to breathe; and

Whereas, Deputy Gopaul again laid the infant on the porch and continued infant thrusts. He was rewarded in seeing the infant’s color and breathing improve. EMS personnel arrived, and Deputy Gopaul swiftly transferred the infant to their truck. The infant was rushed to the ER and then flown to a hospital in Charlotte, North Carolina. It was revealed that at some point during the move to the hospital, the infant ceased breathing again and had to be brought back by hospital personnel; and

Whereas, it later was discovered that the infant had swallowed some filling that had come out of a quilt or bedspread. It also was discovered later that the infant was COVID19 positive, causing Deputy Gopaul to go into quarantine. On October 27, 2020, the infant was reported to be fine, with no lasting side effects; and

Whereas, in addition, on Thursday of the previous week, Deputy Gopaul responded in the early hours to a 1monthold who was not breathing. Deputy Gopaul tried tenaciously to revive this infant but was unsuccessful. The child had not been breathing for a considerable amount of time before its distress was discovered and help summoned; and

Whereas, Deputy Gopaul exhibited extraordinary presence of mind and decisive action and will, therefore, be presented with the prestigious South Carolina Sheriffs’ Association Medal of Valor Award on Tuesday, April 27, 2021. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, honor Deputy Shawn Gopaul of the Chesterfield County Sheriffs’ Office, who displayed exceptional presence of mind and performed swift lifesaving action in the line of duty, and to congratulate him upon receiving the South Carolina Sheriffs’ Association Medal of Valor Award.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Deputy Shawn Gopaul.
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