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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO COMMEND TERESA “MISSY” MELTON FOR HER HARD WORK AND DEDICATION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA LANCASTER, TO RECOGNIZE HER TENACITY AS SHE PURSUES HIGHER EDUCATION, AND TO WISH HER MUCH SUCCESS IN ALL HER FUTURE ENDEAVORS.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, Teresa “Missy” Melton is a student at the University of South Carolina Lancaster (USCL). On track to earn her Associate of Science in Criminal Justice in May of 2021, she will pursue a bachelor’s degree in the field of Criminal Justice so that she might focus her efforts on anti‑trafficking measures; and

Whereas, during her time at USCL, Missy participated as a peer advisor for the university. Peer advisors assist university staff with registration and orientation activities, represent the university to the community and State, and provide useful information to new students in an effort to help them succeed in their goals at the university; and

Whereas, in addition to obtaining her education and assisting new students, Missy also has served as the vice president of D.E.F.I.N.E. First established in 2007, D.E.F.I.N.E.’s purpose as a women’s group on campus is to allow members of the community to serve as role models, provide academic support, and provide service to their community; and

Whereas, while Missy has spent a significant amount of her time and many talents volunteering, she has also made herself an important person in some of the work done on campus. In 2019, she became an assistant to the director of the USCL Native American Studies Center. In this position she researches grant funding opportunities provided through local businesses and industries, she logs contact data of non‑profit educational constituents, and maintains exhibits and works with clients to advance the goals of the museum. Furthermore, in line with her goals in criminal justice, Missy works as a student assistant with USCL campus law enforcement. In this position she is able to assist students with necessary parking decals, log student information into the proper channels, as well as answer phone calls and direct them to the appropriate location; and

Whereas, while the COVID‑19 pandemic has presented unique challenges to students obtaining higher education, Missy has continued to work diligently to obtain her degree. A driven student, unwilling to allow adversity to deter her from her goals, she surely will continue to excel in her educational pursuit and impact South Carolina greatly upon her entrance into the general workforce; and

Whereas, it is a pleasure for the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives to give Teresa “Missy” Melton their sincere best wishes, and they look forward to hearing of her many achievements to come. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, commend Teresa “Missy” Melton for her hard work and dedication at the University of South Carolina Lancaster, recognize her tenacity as she pursues higher education, and wish her much success in all her future endeavors.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Teresa “Missy” Melton.
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