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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO EXPRESS PROFOUND SORROW UPON THE PASSING OF CANDY BARR BOWEN, TO CELEBRATE HER LIFE AND ACHIEVEMENTS, AND TO EXTEND THE DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HER FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives were deeply saddened to learn of the passing of Candy Barr Bowen on Tuesday, May 11, 2021; at the age of fifty‑six; and

Whereas, born in Columbia on July 21, 1964, Candy was the daughter of Otis Barr, Jr., and Mattie Kennedy Barr. A person of faith from a young age, Candy was baptized at St. John Baptist Church, where she was an active and engaged youth. She received her education from C.A. Johnson High School before she went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in Journalism and Marketing from the University of South Carolina; and

Whereas, after moving to Jacksonville, Florida, Candy had the good fortune of being reunited with her high school classmate, Stephen Bowen. The two were married on November 13, 1999 and were blessed with a daughter, Hope Noelle Bowen. The couple experienced twenty‑one years of cherished moments together as a family; and

Whereas, becoming more comfortable after her move to Jacksonville, Candy became a member of The Bethel Church. During her time there, she served faithfully in the choir and Health Ministry. She also found time to participate in Girl Scout activities with her daughter, Hope, and always found time for her family, loved ones, and community; and

Whereas, active and industrious in her professional life, Candy was a member of Toastmasters International, and was a former member of the National Association of Black Journalists. Working diligently to support her family, she was most recently an employee of Brooks Rehabilitation, where she used her knowledge and talents as a communications specialist; and

Whereas, preceded in death by her paternal grandparents, Otis Barr, Sr., and Mary Elizabeth Barr; and her maternal grandparents, Miner Kennedy and Tommie Lee McGraw; she leaves to cherish her memory her beloved husband, Stephen M. Bowen; her daughter, Hope Noelle Bowen; her parents, Otis Barr, Jr., and Mattie Kennedy Barr; her brothers, Otis N. Barr and Kelvin Barr; her step‑sister, Regina Ricks; her father‑in‑law and mother‑in‑law; Robert and Nancy M. Bowen; her brothers‑in‑law, Kelvin C. Bowen and Kalvin C. Bowen; sisters‑in‑law, Stephanie M. Bowen and Pamela D. Bowen; her nephews, Christopher Barr, Kelvin Bowen, Jr., Nicholas Feldser, Darius Ricks, and Jaylin Ricks; her nieces, Chloe Barr and Kaitlyn Bowen; her best‑friend, who was like a sister, Gail Trezevant‑Span; her goddaughter, Danielle Span; and a host of other family and friends. She will be greatly missed by all who had the privilege and pleasure of knowing her. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, express profound sorrow upon the passing of Candy Barr Bowen, celebrate her life and achievements, and extend the deepest sympathy to her family and many friends.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to the family of Candy Barr Bowen.
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