[bookmark: _GoBack]







[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO CONGRATULATE THE GILBERT HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL TEAM FOR AN IMPRESSIVE SEASON AND TO CELEBRATE THE INDIANS’ CAPTURE OF THE 2021 CLASS AAA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, the South Carolina General Assembly is pleased to learn that the members of the Gilbert High School baseball team took top honors at the state championship competition on Saturday, June 5, 2021, defeating West‑Oak 12‑3 in the deciding game of the best‑of‑three series; and

Whereas, playing at a rainy Harley Park at the University of South Carolina Upstate, the Indians finished by hoisting a championship trophy testifying to the Gilbert program’s fifth state title overall and its first in 3A. Previously, the team had won a title in 1A, as well as three in 2A; and

Whereas, four of Gilbert’s five baseball titles have come to the school under the superlative leadership of Head Coach Ashley Burnett, who is in his twenty‑fifth season at Gilbert and has won more than five hundred games. Coach Burnett is ably supported by his outstanding assistant coaches, Jimmy Frost, Jason Cochcroft, Rob Hardy, Joey Leo, Clark Mullins, James Satterfield, and Wesley Williams; and

Whereas, at the title game, Gilbert’s mental toughness was tested when West‑Oak cut the Indians’ lead to 6‑3 after the first inning. The game was then delayed for two hours and eleven minutes, with Gilbert leading 6‑3. Catcher Ashby Vining said players stayed relaxed; and

Whereas, after the delay, the Indians scored twice in the fifth on RBI singles by Dylan Massey and Joey Parker. Gilbert scored three more in the sixth, the last run coming on Vining’s solo homer; and

Whereas, Vining, a Coker signee, was 2 for 3 with a pair of home runs and three RBIs. Senior Edwin Amerson pitched a complete game to win his final high school start. The Montreat signee was the winning pitcher in both of the Indians’ victories during the series. Amerson allowed three runs, all in the first, on eight hits while walking two and striking out three; and

Whereas, to honor the Indians’ title win, the Lexington County Blowfish proclaimed Gilbert America Day at Lexington County Baseball Stadium during one of its games; and

Whereas, members of the championship team are Preston Price, Chance Jennings, Jackson Lineberry, Cooper Burkett, Alex Dinkins, Jamison Melton, Mason Chewning, Luke Taylor, Aaron Sox, Ashby Vining, Joseph Parker, Michael Black, Edwin Amerson, Landon Snelling, Nathan Reynolds, Taylor Armstrong, Whit Rucker, Austin Waters, Dylan Massey, Cooper Johns, and Connor Camp‑Smith; and

Whereas, proud of these fine student athletes, the General Assembly appreciates the recognition the Gilbert High School baseball players have brought to their school and community, and the members look to hear of many more victories for the school in coming seasons. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the South Carolina General Assembly, by this resolution, congratulate the Gilbert High School baseball team for an impressive season and celebrate the Indians’ capture of the 2021 Class AAA State Championship title.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Principal Jacob W. Nelson and Coach Ashley Burnett of Gilbert High School.
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