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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A SENATE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO EXPRESS THE PROFOUND SORROW OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA SENATE UPON THE PASSING OF BISHOP JOHN LAKIN, JR., OF RICHLAND COUNTY, TO CELEBRATE HIS LIFE, AND TO EXTEND THE DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HIS FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS.

Whereas, the South Carolina Senate was deeply saddened to learn of the passing of Bishop John Lakin, Jr., of Richland County on January 17, 2021, at the age of sixty; and

Whereas, born and raised in Eastover, Bishop John Lakin, Jr., was the son of John Lakin, Sr., and Dr. Julia M. Lakin. He entered this world on February 29, 1960, and graduated from Lower Richland High School, Class of 1978, in Richland County School District One. Bishop Lakin served the people of South Carolina, as well as those of neighboring states, as a minister of music and preacher of the gospel. Shaped by the trailblazing ministry his mother began years ago in South Carolina, he leaves an amazing legacy of powerful ministry through preaching, praying, praise, and worship; and

Whereas, Bishop Lakin, like his family, had the God‑given gift of music and was well known for his musical talent. He assisted some of the master musicians in the Columbia area and performed many choir workshops and praise and worship seminars throughout South Carolina. He received numerous honors for his music ministry. In addition, he was one of the leading piano and organ teachers in South Carolina. Bishop John Lakin also served as the spiritual covering for various music ministries and recording artists in the area, including John Lakin III and Band of Worshippers, Jarette Pendergrass and Promise, and Andre Delaine & Company; and

Whereas, in 1978, Bishop Lakin was named minister of music at the Unity Evangelistic Church, founded by his mother, the late Dr. Julia M. Lakin, and he was licensed and ordained as a minister of the gospel in 1982. In 1986, he was installed as assistant pastor and faithfully served until God called him to launch out into the deep; and

Whereas, in 1996, he became the founder of Glory Temple Outreach, now known as Glory Temple Worship Center. Glory Temple Worship Center continues to be a contemporary, praise‑and‑worship‑driven church ministering in Hopkins and beyond. Bishop Lakin returned home to the Unity Evangelistic Church, where he served as pastor until the time of his passing; and

Whereas, a walking miracle, Bishop John Lakin was a two‑time cancer survivor and double amputee. His favorite scripture was Psalm 34:1: “I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth”; and

Whereas, Bishop Lakin leaves to cherish his memory his wife of more than thirty years, Pastor Sallie Lakin; his children, Elder John Lakin III and Faith Lakin Jacobs (Elder Hamilton Jacobs); his four grandsons, Zion, Jordan, Prince John Michael, and Hamilton, Jr.; a loving sister, Shelia Lakin; and a host of other family members and friends. This faithful servant of the Lord will be greatly missed by all who had the privilege of knowing him. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate:

That the members of the South Carolina Senate, by this resolution, express their profound sorrow upon the passing of Bishop John Lakin, Jr., of Richland County, celebrate his life, and extend the deepest sympathy to his family and many friends.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Mrs. Sallie Lakin for the family.
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