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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A HOUSE RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR BENEDICT COLLEGE FOR ITS MANY AND SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDUCATION AND CULTURE OF OUR CITIZENS AND TO DECLARE MAY 12, 2022, AS “BENEDICT COLLEGE 20212022 SIAC CHAMPIONSHIP CELEBRATION DAY” IN SOUTH CAROLINA.
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Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives appreciate the outstanding opportunities that Benedict College affords to our citizens and to the Palmetto State; and

Whereas, an exemplary institution of higher learning in this State, this Historically Black College University (HBCU) produces powers for good in society and for this great State and nation; and

Whereas, during the 20212022 athletic season, the Benedict College Tigers won six Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (SIAC) championships in the following sports: men’s cross country, women’s basketball, men’s tennis, women’s tennis, men’s track and field, and women’s track and field. Additionally, the Benedict Cheerleading team was the voter’s choice champion for the 2022 SIAC Virtual Cheer Showcase held in February of this year; and

Whereas, three Benedict College coaches were named SIAC Coaches of the Year for the 20212022 athletic season. Coach Frank Hyland was chosen for Men’s Cross Country and Men’s and Women’s Track and Field. Coach Gary Taylor was chosen for Men’s Tennis, and Coach Gwendolyn Rouse was chosen for Men’s Volleyball; and

Whereas, among the extraordinary athletes at Benedict College, two men were selected as players of the year: Sophomore Jesse Delancey on the men’s volleyball team and Senior Tajh Green on the men’s basketball team; and

Whereas, a grand total of thirtynine athletes were named SIAC AllConference Players and fifty athletes received SIAC AllConference recognitions at individual events during the 20212022 athletic season; and

Whereas, Tajh Green, power forward for the men’s basketball team, was invited to play in the inaugural HBCU AllStar Game held in New Orleans on April 3, 2022, and with three threepoint field goals, twelve points, and seven rebounds, was selected as the Most Valuable Player (MVP) of the game; and

Whereas, these Benedict College athletes are not just competitors in sports, but are also scholars in the classroom. Among them, they collectively garnered an average GPA of 3.0 for the 20212022 athletic season; and

Whereas, the 20212022 athletic season marks the most SIAC championships won in a single athletic season in the history of  Benedict College with a grand total of seven trophies amassed; and 

Whereas, as a result of this season’s outstanding performances by its athletes, Benedict College will be presented with the 20212022 SIAC Men’s Sports and Women’s Sports Commissioner’s Cup, an honor bestowed upon the top overall athletic program in the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (SIAC); and

Whereas, the South Carolina House of Representatives appreciates the pride and recognition that the athletes at Benedict College have brought to their school and to the Palmetto State, and  look forward to following the tremendous accomplishments of its talented athletes in the days to come.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize and honor Benedict College for its many and significant contributions to the education and culture of our citizens and declare May 12, 2022, as “Benedict College 20212022 SIAC Championship Celebration Day” in South Carolina.
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