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Wednesday, January 19, 2022 
(Statewide Session) 

 
Indicates Matter Stricken 
Indicates New Matter 
 
 The Senate assembled at 1:00 P.M., the hour to which it stood 
adjourned, and was called to order by the PRESIDENT. 
 A quorum being present, the proceedings were opened with a devotion 
by the Chaplain as follows: 
 
Isaiah 33:2 
 Isaiah tells us:  “O Lord, be gracious to us; we long for you.  Be our 
strength every morning and our salvation in time of distress.”    
 Bow with me as we pray, please:  O God, during this period of dealing 
with winter storms, Covid, rising prices, and goodness only knows what 
else, we turn to You yet again seeking Your blessing, longing for mercy 
and comfort. 
 You alone, Lord, can bring to us the peace we need, the hope for better 
days ahead.  We pray that You will grant to each of Your servants here 
in the Senate of South Carolina the strength and the wisdom they need 
to continue guiding us all toward at least some fulfillment of our dreams 
for the future.  And may our Governor Henry McMaster be blessed with 
that same hope filled vision for the future as he presents his address to 
the State this evening.  Together may these leaders  bring about a brighter 
future for each of us.  In Your wondrous name do we offer this prayer, 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
 The PRESIDENT called for Petitions, Memorials, Presentments of 
Grand Juries and such like papers. 
 

Point of Quorum 
 At 1:05 P.M., Senator SETZLER made the point that a quorum was 
not present.  It was ascertained that a quorum was not present. 
 

Call of the Senate 
 Senator SETZLER moved that a Call of the Senate be made.  The 
following Senators answered the Call: 
 
Adams Alexander Bennett 
Cash Climer Cromer 
Davis Fanning Garrett 
Goldfinch Gustafson Harpootlian 
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Hutto Johnson, Michael Kimbrell 
Malloy Martin Massey 
Matthews McElveen Peeler 
Rice Scott Setzler 
Shealy Stephens Talley 
Turner Williams Young 
 
 A quorum being present, the Senate resumed. 
 

Doctor of the Day 
 Senators BENNETT and SENN introduced Dr. James McCoy of 
North Charleston, S.C., Doctor of the Day. 
 

Leave of Absence 
 On motion of Senator BENNETT, at 1:11 P.M., Senator HEMBREE 
was granted a leave of absence for today. 
 

CO-SPONSOR ADDED 
 The following co-sponsor was added to the respective Bill: 
S. 646  Sen. Shealy 
 

RECALLED 
 S. 915 -- Senators Jackson and McLeod:  A CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION NAME THE INTERSECTION LOCATED AT 
THE JUNCTION OF CUSHMAN DRIVE AND BALDWIN ROAD IN 
RICHLAND COUNTY “DEPUTY DARRAL KEITH LANE, SR. 
MEMORIAL INTERSECTION” AND ERECT APPROPRIATE 
MARKERS OR SIGNS AT THIS INTERSECTION CONTAINING 
THIS DESIGNATION. 
 Senator GROOMS asked unanimous consent to make a motion to 
recall the Resolution from the Committee on Transportation. 
 
 The Resolution was recalled from the Committee on Transportation 
and ordered placed on the Calendar for consideration tomorrow. 
 

RECALLED 
 S. 916 -- Senators Jackson and McLeod:  A CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION NAME THE INTERSECTION LOCATED AT 
THE JUNCTION OF PERCIVAL ROAD AND FAIRLAMB AVENUE 
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IN RICHLAND COUNTY “DEPUTY JERRY LEE HURD, JR. 
MEMORIAL INTERSECTION” AND ERECT APPROPRIATE 
MARKERS OR SIGNS AT THIS LOCATION CONTAINING THIS 
DESIGNATION. 
 Senator GROOMS asked unanimous consent to make a motion to 
recall the Resolution from the Committee on Transportation. 
 
 The Resolution was recalled from the Committee on Transportation 
and ordered placed on the Calendar for consideration tomorrow. 
 

RECALLED 
 S. 950 -- Senator Williams:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO 
REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
RENAME THE PORTION OF UNITED STATES HIGHWAY 501 
BUSINESS FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH SOUTH CAROLINA 
HIGHWAY 41/ARIELS CROSSROADS TO THE 41A/UNITED 
STATES HIGHWAY 501 BUSINESS INTERSECTION IN MARION 
COUNTY FROM ITS PREVIOUS DESIGNATION OF “THE 
MARVIN STEVENSON, COUNTY COUNCILMAN, 
COMMISSIONER HIGHWAY” TO “THE HONORABLE MARVIN 
STEVENSON HIGHWAY” AND AMEND APPROPRIATE 
MARKERS OR SIGNS AT THIS LOCATION TO CONTAIN THIS 
DESIGNATION. 
 Senator GROOMS asked unanimous consent to make a motion to 
recall the Resolution from the Committee on Transportation. 
 
 The Resolution was recalled from the Committee on Transportation 
and ordered placed on the Calendar for consideration tomorrow. 
 

RECALLED 
 S. 955 -- Senator Fanning:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO 
REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME 
THE JUNCTION OF ROSS CANNON STREET AND EAST 
MADISON STREET IN THE CITY OF YORK IN YORK COUNTY 
“JOHN HENRY HARDIN INTERSECTION” AND ERECT 
APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS AT THIS INTERSECTION 
CONTAINING THESE WORDS. 
 Senator GROOMS asked unanimous consent to make a motion to 
recall the Resolution from the Committee on Transportation. 
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 The Resolution was recalled from the Committee on Transportation 
and ordered placed on the Calendar for consideration tomorrow. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
 The following were introduced: 
 
 S. 991 -- Senator Hembree:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF 
LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 8-13-
1530 SO AS TO PROHIBIT A PERSON FROM FILING A 
STATEMENT OF INTENTION OF CANDIDACY IF THE PERSON 
HAS AN OUTSTANDING DEBT TO THE STATE ETHICS 
COMMISSION, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ETHICS 
COMMITTEE, OR THE SENATE ETHICS COMMITTEE, AND TO 
PROVIDE A PROCEDURE TO STAY THE PROVISIONS OF THIS 
SECTION PENDING THE OUTCOME OF A PROPERLY FILED 
APPEAL. 
l:\council\bills\ar\8013zw22.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
 S. 992 -- Senators Rice, Kimbrell, Verdin, Shealy, Adams, Hutto and 
McElveen:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 44-37-30(B) OF THE 1976 
CODE, RELATING TO INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM 
NEONATAL TESTING OF CHILDREN, TO PROVIDE THAT, AT 
THE SAME TIME INFORMATION IS RELEASED TO A CHILD'S 
PHYSICIAN, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REFER CHILDREN 
WITH METABOLIC, GENETIC, OR CONGENITAL DISORDERS 
TO A QUALIFIED SPECIALIST FOR FOLLOW-UP SERVICES, 
INCLUDING TREATMENT, COUNSELING, AND EDUCATION. 
l:\s-res\rfr\004newb.sp.rfr.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Medical Affairs. 
 
 S. 993 -- Senators Stephens, Hutto, Scott, K. Johnson and Williams:  
A SENATE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL TEAM, 
COACHES, AND UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS FOR A STELLAR 
SEASON AND TO CONGRATULATE THEM FOR WINNING THE 
2021 HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE. 
l:\council\bills\gm\24612sa22.docx 
 The Senate Resolution was adopted. 
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 S. 994 -- Senators Jackson and Fanning:  A SENATE RESOLUTION 
TO CONGRATULATE BOBBY R. YOUNG OF RICHLAND 
COUNTY ON THE DISTINCTION OF HAVING THE COLUMBIA 
HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM NAMED IN HIS HONOR AND TO 
COMMEND HIM FOR HIS MANY YEARS OF DEDICATED 
SERVICE AS AN EDUCATOR AND COACH. 
l:\council\bills\rm\1352zw22.docx 
 The Senate Resolution was adopted. 
 
 S. 995 -- Senator McLeod:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE 
FOR A STATEWIDE ADVISORY REFERENDUM TO BE HELD AT 
THE SAME TIME AS THE 2022 GENERAL ELECTION TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THIS 
STATE FAVOR LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA FOR 
MEDICINAL AND RECREATIONAL PURPOSES. 
l:\council\bills\nbd\11303hb22.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
 S. 996 -- Senator McLeod:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF 
LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 44-6-
120 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2022, 
AN ADULT SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OF AGE OR YOUNGER WHOSE 
INCOME IS AT OR BELOW ONE HUNDRED THIRTY-THREE 
PERCENT OF THE FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL, WITH A FIVE 
PERCENT INCOME DISREGARD, IS ELIGIBLE FOR MEDICAID 
AS PROVIDED FOR IN THE PATIENT PROTECTION AND 
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT, AND AMENDMENTS TO THAT ACT. 
l:\council\bills\cc\16122vr22.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Medical Affairs. 
 
 S. 997 -- Senator McLeod:  A JOINT RESOLUTION PROPOSING 
AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 9, ARTICLE III OF THE 
CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, RELATING TO 
SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SO AS TO ALLOW 
THAT, IN THE EVENT WAR, SOCIAL UNREST, CONTAGIOUS 
DISEASE, EPIDEMIC, PANDEMIC, NATURAL DISASTER, OR 
ACT OF GOD RENDERS IT UNSAFE TO THE HEALTH AND 
WELL-BEING OF THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY TO MEET AT THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT, AT THE 
DETERMINATION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE AND 
THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AS 
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APPROPRIATE, THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
MAY OTHERWISE MEET IN ANNUAL SESSION USING REMOTE 
AND VIRTUAL TECHNOLOGY. 
l:\council\bills\bh\7527ahb22.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
 S. 998 -- Senator Hutto:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 63-19-1440, 
CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO 
JUVENILE COMMITMENT, SO AS TO ALLOW A COURT TO 
ORDER TEMPORARY COMMITMENT TO THE DEPARTMENT 
OF JUVENILE JUSTICE FOR NOT MORE THAN TEN DAYS FOR 
EVALUATION. 
l:\council\bills\cc\16132vr22.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
 S. 999 -- Senator Hembree:  A SENATE RESOLUTION TO 
DESIGNATE THE WEEK OF JANUARY 23 THROUGH JANUARY 
29, 2022, AS "NATIONAL SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK" IN SOUTH 
CAROLINA AND TO CONGRATULATE STUDENTS, PARENTS, 
TEACHERS, AND SCHOOL LEADERS FROM K-12 
EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENTS OF ALL VARIETIES FOR 
THEIR PERSISTENCE, ACHIEVEMENTS, DEDICATION, AND 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THEIR COMMUNITIES IN SOUTH 
CAROLINA. 
l:\council\bills\jn\3498ph22.docx 
 The Senate Resolution was introduced and referred to the Committee 
on Education. 
 
 S. 1000 -- Senator K. Johnson:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
TO EXPRESS PROFOUND SORROW UPON THE PASSING OF 
DONALD "DON" WESLEY DROSE, SR., TO EXTEND THE 
DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HIS FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS, 
AND TO REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION NAME THE FIRST WATER ON SOUTH 
CAROLINA HIGHWAY 260 MANNING IN CLARENDON 
COUNTY, CURRENTLY KNOWN AS "THE CAUSEWAY," "DON 
DROSE CAUSEWAY" AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR 
SIGNS AT THIS LOCATION CONTAINING THIS DESIGNATION. 
l:\s-res\klj\005don .kmm.klj.docx 
 The Concurrent Resolution was introduced and referred to the 
Committee on Transportation. 
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 S. 1001 -- Senators Scott, Harpootlian, Jackson, McElveen and 
McLeod:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME THE PORTION OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY 215 (MONTICELLO ROAD) IN 
RICHLAND COUNTY FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH ELLIOTT 
AVENUE TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH COLUMBIA COLLEGE 
DRIVE "GEORGE E. GLYMPH MEMORIAL HIGHWAY" AND 
ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS ALONG THIS THIS 
PORTION OF HIGHWAY CONTAINING THESE WORDS. 
l:\council\bills\gt\6128cm22.docx 
 The Concurrent Resolution was introduced and referred to the 
Committee on Transportation. 
 
 S. 1002 -- Senator Stephens:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO 
REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME 
THE ENTIRE LENGTH OF QUAKER ROAD IN DORCHESTER 
COUNTY "JACK AND EMMA LEE GRUBER MEMORIAL 
HIGHWAY" AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS 
ALONG THIS HIGHWAY CONTAINING THESE WORDS. 
l:\council\bills\gt\6130cm22.docx 
 The Concurrent Resolution was introduced and referred to the 
Committee on Transportation. 
 
 S. 1003 -- Senator Jackson:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF 
LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 12-2-
150 SO AS TO PROHIBIT THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 
FROM GARNISHING WAGES IN AN AMOUNT MORE THAN TEN 
PERCENT OF A PERSON'S COMPENSATION FOR A 
DELINQUENT DEBT TO A PUBLIC HOSPITAL; AND TO AMEND 
SECTION 12-54-130, RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT'S 
ABILITY TO GARNISH WAGES, SO AS TO MAKE A 
CONFORMING CHANGE. 
l:\council\bills\nbd\11311dg22.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
 
 S. 1004 -- Senator Goldfinch:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF 
LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING CHAPTER 38 
TO TITLE 27 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE EVICTION OF 
LESSEES OF BOAT SLIPS; AND TO AMEND SECTION 29-15-10, 
RELATING TO LIENS FOR REPAIRS OR STORAGE, SO AS TO 
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PROVIDE THIS PROVISION ALSO APPLIES TO BOATS DOCKED 
AT A MARINA. 
l:\council\bills\gt\6133cm22.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
 Senator RANKIN from the Committee on Judiciary submitted a 
favorable with amendment report on: 
 S. 966 -- Senators Rankin, Campsen, Sabb, Matthews, Talley and 
Harpootlian:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 7-19-45 SO AS TO 
ESTABLISH ELECTION DISTRICTS FROM WHICH THE 
MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS ARE 
ELECTED BEGINNING WITH THE 2022 GENERAL ELECTION; 
TO REPEAL SECTION 7-19-35 RELATING TO ELECTION 
DISTRICTS FROM WHICH MEMBERS OF THE 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS WERE FORMERLY ELECTED; TO 
AUTHORIZE THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE AND SPEAKER 
OF THE HOUSE TO INTERVENE IN ANY STATE OR FEDERAL 
ACTION CONCERNING THIS LEGISLATION; TO AUTHORIZE 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE TO INITIATE OR OTHERWISE 
PARTICIPATE IN LITIGATION ON BEHALF OF THE SENATE 
REGARDING REDISTRICTING; AND TO AUTHORIZE THE 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO INITIATE 
OR OTHERWISE PARTICIPATE IN LITIGATION ON BEHALF OF 
THE HOUSE REGARDING REDISTRICTING. 
 Ordered for consideration tomorrow. 
 

HOUSE CONCURRENCE 
 S. 987 -- Senator Fanning:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO 
EXPRESS THE PROFOUND SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY UPON THE PASSING 
OF VIOLA D. KENNEDY OF WINNSBORO, TO CELEBRATE HER 
LIFE, AND TO EXTEND THE DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HER 
FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS. 
 Returned with concurrence. 
 Received as information. 
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THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO A CALL OF THE 
UNCONTESTED LOCAL AND STATEWIDE CALENDAR. 
 

READ THE THIRD TIME 
SENT TO THE HOUSE 

 The following Bill was read the third time and ordered sent to the 
House of Representatives: 
 S. 862 -- Senators Hutto and Matthews:  A BILL TO AMEND 
SECTION 5 OF ACT 184 OF 2020, RELATING TO THE 
CONSOLIDATION OF THE HAMPTON COUNTY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH 
THE DISTRICT RECEIVES FUNDS, AND TO VEST THE DISTRICT 
WITH TOTAL FISCAL AUTONOMY IN 2025. 
 

SECOND READING BILL 
 S. 910 -- Senator Grooms:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTIONS 1, 2, 
AND 3 OF ACT 518 OF 1982, AS LAST AMENDED BY ACT 408 OF 
2012, RELATING TO THE COMPOSITION OF THE BERKELEY 
COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION, TO 
PROVIDE THAT EIGHT BOARD MEMBERS SHALL BE ELECTED 
IN NON-PARTISAN ELECTIONS FROM SINGLE-MEMBER 
DISTRICTS IN WHICH THEY ARE RESIDENTS, COTERMINOUS 
WITH COUNTY COUNCIL DISTRICTS AND SHARING THE 
CORRESPONDING DISTRICT NUMBERS; TO PROVIDE THAT 
ONE MEMBER SHALL BE ELECTED FROM THE COUNTY AT-
LARGE; TO STAGGER TERMS OF OFFICE; AND TO REPEAL 
SECTION 3A OF ACT 518 OF 1982, AS LAST AMENDED BY ACT 
296 OF 2012, RELATING TO APPORTIONING NINE-SINGLE 
MEMBER SCHOOL BOARD DISTRICTS IN THE COUNTY. 
 

S. 910--Ordered to a Third Reading 
 On motion of Senator GROOMS, S. 910 was ordered to receive a third 
reading on Thursday, January 20, 2021. 
 

AMENDED, SECOND READING BILL 
 S. 990 -- Senators Hutto and Stephens:  A BILL TO AUTHORIZE 
THE CITY OF ORANGEBURG TO RELOCATE THE 
CONFEDERATE VETERAN STATUE, LOCATED IN THE 
ORANGEBURG MEMORIAL PLAZA, TO THE ORANGEBURG 
CONFEDERATE CEMETERY. 
 The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill. 
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 Senator HUTTO proposed the following amendment 
(990R001.SP.CBH),  which was adopted: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, on page 2, lines 19 through 30, by 
striking SECTION 3 in its entirety. 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator HUTTO explained the amendment. 
 
 The amendment was adopted. 
 
 There being no further amendments, the Bill, as amended, was read 
the second time, passed and ordered to a third reading. 
 

S. 990--Ordered to a Third Reading 
 On motion of Senator HUTTO, S. 990 was ordered to receive a third 
reading on Thursday, January 20, 2021. 
 

Statement by Senators ALEXANDER, CROMER, GROOMS, 
MARTIN, VERDIN, LOFTIS, CLIMER, BENNETT, TURNER, 
MASSEY, YOUNG, TALLEY, CORBIN, RICE, M. JOHNSON,  

KIMBRELL and GUSTAFSON 
 S. 990 seeks to relocate a Confederate Veteran statue in Orangeburg 
to a different location. This legislation was filed as ‘local legislation,’ 
and as a result, by Senate rule, is only eligible to receive a vote by 
members of the Orangeburg County delegation. If we were members of 
the Orangeburg County delegation, we would have resoundingly voted 
no on this Bill. Unfortunately, the entire Senate will not have an 
opportunity to vote on the matter unless the Governor vetoes this Bill. 
We strongly urge the Governor to veto the matter and will vote to sustain 
the Governor’s veto if given the opportunity.   
 
THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE INTERRUPTED DEBATE. 
 

AMENDED, READ THE SECOND TIME 
 S. 290 -- Senators Climer, Senn, Campsen, Loftis, Rice, Peeler, 
Turner, Davis, Gustafson, Grooms, M. Johnson, Garrett, Kimbrell and 
Adams:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTIONS 44-7-110, 44-7-120, 44-7-
130, 44-7-140, 44-7-150, AND 44-7-320 OF THE 1976 CODE, ALL 
RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF HEALTH CARE 
FACILITIES IN THE STATE, TO ELIMINATE REFERENCES TO 
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CERTIFICATE OF NEED REQUIREMENTS; TO REPEAL 
SECTIONS 44-7-160, 44-7-170, 44-7-180, 44-7-190, 44-7-200, 
44-7-210, 44-7-220, 44-7-225, 44-7-230, AND 44-7-240 OF THE 1976 
CODE, ALL RELATING TO THE CERTIFICATE OF NEED 
PROGRAM; AND TO RENAME ARTICLE 3, CHAPTER 7, TITLE 44 
OF THE 1976 CODE AS THE “STATE HEALTH FACILITY 
LICENSURE ACT”. 
 The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being 
the second reading of the Bill. 
 

Amendment No. 4 
Senator SETZLER proposed the following amendment (VR\ 

290C024.BH.VR21), which was withdrawn: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding an appropriately 
numbered SECTION to read: 
 /SECTION ___. Article 3, Chapter 7, Title 44 of the 1976 Code is 
amended by adding: 
  “Section 44-7-268. A hospital licensed pursuant to this article must 
provide on-campus emergency services.”  / 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator DAVIS spoke on the amendment. 
 Senator KIMBRELL spoke on the amendment. 
 Senator M. JOHNSON spoke on the amendment. 
 Senator FANNING spoke on the amendment. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator SETZLER, with unanimous consent, 
Amendment No. 4 was withdrawn. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator GAMBRELL, with unanimous consent, 
Senators GARRETT, SENN and GAMBRELL were granted leave to 
attend a  conference committee meeting and were granted leave to vote 
from the balcony. 

 
Amendment No. 6 

 Senators SETZLER and CLIMER proposed the following amendment 
(290R008.SP.NS), which was adopted: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, on page 4, by striking lines 34 
through 42, and on page 5, by striking lines 1 through 2 and inserting: 
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  /(12)(13) ‘Hospital’ means a facility that is organized and 
administered to provide overnight medical or surgical care or nursing 
care of for an illness, injury, or infirmity and must provide on-campus 
emergency services; that and may provide obstetrical care,; and in which 
all diagnoses, treatment, or care is administered by or under the direction 
of persons currently licensed to practice medicine, surgery, or 
osteopathy. Hospital ‘Hospital’ may include a residential treatment 
facilities facility for children, and adolescents, or young adults in need 
of mental health treatment which are that is physically a part of a licensed 
psychiatric hospital. This definition does not include facilities which that 
are licensed by the Department of Social Services. A residential 
treatment facility for children, adolescents, or young adults in need of 
mental health treatment that is physically a part of a licensed psychiatric 
hospital is not required to provide on-campus emergency services.” 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator SETZLER spoke on the amendment. 
 
 The question then was the adoption of the amendment. 
 
 The amendment was adopted. 
 

Amendment No. 7 
 Senators SETZLER, ALEXANDER, PEELER, JACKSON, 
MASSEY, BENNETT, JOHNSON, SHEALY, SABB, GAMBRELL 
and CLIMER proposed the following amendment (290NGS7), which 
was adopted: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding an appropriately 
numbered SECTION to read: 
 / SECTION__. Article 3, Chapter 7, Title 44 of the 1976 code is 
amended by adding:  
 “ Section 44-7-161 (A) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the 
contrary and prior to obtaining a Certificate of Need or licensure 
pursuant to this Article for acquiring a hospital facility, the Medical 
University of South Carolina  shall: 
 (a) submit details of the proposed acquisition for review and comment 
of the Joint Bond Review Committee;  
 (b) receive approval of proposed acquisition by the Fiscal 
Accountability Authority; and 
 (c) apply for a Certificate of Need or licensure. 



WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2022 

 13 

 (B) For purposes of this section:  
  (1) ‘Medical University of South Carolina’ means the Medical 
University of South Carolina, the Medical University Hospital 
Authority, or any affiliate thereof.  
  (2) ‘Acquiring’ means purchasing, leasing, acceptance of a gift, or 
otherwise, whether by obtaining options for the acquisition of existing 
hospital facilities, by new construction, or by the acquisition of any 
property, real or personal, improved or unimproved, including interests 
in land in fee or less than fee for any hospital facility.”  / 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator SETZLER spoke on the amendment. 
 
  The question then was the adoption of the amendment. 
 
 The amendment was adopted. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator SETZLER, with unanimous consent, 
Amendments No. 3 and 5A were withdrawn. 
 

Amendment No. 8 
 Senator MARTIN proposed the following amendment 
(290R007.SP.SRM), which was ruled out of order: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding an appropriately 
numbered new SECTION to read: 
  /SECTION __. A health care facility is prohibited from requiring 
a person to be vaccinated to prevent coronavirus disease 2019, 
commonly referred to as COVID-19, as a condition of employment. If a 
current employee chooses not to undergo vaccination, then the person’s 
employer may not subject the person to an adverse employment action, 
including, but not limited to, a termination, suspension, involuntary 
reassignment, or demotion.  / 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator MARTIN spoke on the amendment. 
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Point of Order 
 Senator HUTTO raised a Point of Order under Rule 24A that the 
amendment was out of order inasmuch as it was not germane to the Bill. 
 The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order. 
 
 The amendment was ruled out of order. 
 
 Senator MALLOY spoke on the Bill. 
 

Remarks to be Printed 
 On motion of Senator K. JOHNSON, with unanimous consent, the 
remarks of Senator MALLOY, when reduced to writing and made 
available to the Desk, would be printed in the Journal. 
 
 The question then was second reading of the Bill. 
 
 The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows: 

Ayes 33; Nays 11 
 

AYES 
Adams Alexander Bennett 
Campsen Cash Climer 
Corbin Cromer Davis 
Fanning Garrett Goldfinch 
Grooms Gustafson Harpootlian 
Jackson Johnson, Michael Kimbrell 
Kimpson Loftis Malloy 
Martin Massey McElveen 
Peeler Rankin Rice 
Senn Setzler Shealy 
Turner Verdin Young 
 

Total--33 
 

NAYS 
Allen Gambrell Hutto 
Johnson, Kevin Matthews McLeod 
Sabb Scott Stephens 
Talley Williams 
 

Total--11 
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 There being no further amendments, the Bill, as amended, was read 
the second time, passed and ordered to a third reading. 
 

 Motion Under Rule 26B Waived 
 Senator MASSEY asked unanimous consent to make a motion to  
waive the provisions of Rule 26B in order to allow amendments to be 
considered on third reading. 
 

MOTION ADOPTED   
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate agreed that, when the 
Senate completed its business today, the Senate would stand in recess 
until 6:45 P.M. for the purpose of attending the Joint Assembly and at 
the conclusion of the Joint Assembly, the Senate would stand adjourned 
to meet at 10:00 A.M. tomorrow. 

 
RECESS 

 At 4:40 P.M., on motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate receded 
from business until 6:45 P.M. 
 At 6:45 P.M., the Senate resumed. 
 

Committee to Escort 
 The PRESIDENT appointed Senators PEELER, MASSEY, HUTTO, 
SCOTT and SHEALY to escort the Honorable Henry D. McMaster, 
Governor of South Carolina, and members of his party to the House 
Chamber for the Joint Assembly. 
 
 At 6:50 P.M., the Senate receded for the purpose of attending the Joint 
Assembly.   
 

JOINT ASSEMBLY 
Address by the Governor 

 At 7:00 o’clock P.M., the Senate appeared in the Hall of the House. 
 The PRESIDENT of the Senate called the Joint Assembly to order and 
announced that it had convened under the terms of a Concurrent 
Resolution adopted by both Houses.   
 H. 4747 -- Rep. Lucas:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
INVITING HIS EXCELLENCY, HENRY DARGAN MCMASTER, 
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, TO 
ADDRESS THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN JOINT SESSION AT 
7:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2022, IN THE 
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CHAMBER OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES. 
 The Honorable Henry D. McMaster, and members of his party, were 
escorted to the rostrum by Senators PEELER, MASSEY, HUTTO, 
SCOTT and SHEALY and Representatives Hewitt, Davis, T. Moore, 
McGarry, Howard and Murray.   
 The PRESIDENT of the Senate introduced the Honorable Henry D. 
McMaster, Governor of the State of South Carolina. 
 The Governor addressed the Joint Assembly as follows: 
 

State of the State Address 
 Mr. Speaker, Mr. PRESIDENT, ladies and gentlemen of the General 
Assembly, my fellow South Carolinians:  We are here tonight to address 
challenges and opportunities.  But first, as in prior years, I’d like to 
recognize those in uniform whom we lost in the line of duty.  
 Lance Corporal Melton “Fox” Gore of the Horry County Police 
Department, Chief William Edward “Eddie” McNeill Jr. of the 
Campobello Fire Department, and Lieutenant John Stewart of the Lake 
City Police Department.  To the families and loved ones of these men, 
with all our hearts, we offer our condolences. We are eternally grateful 
for their service. 
 Thirty-three South Carolinians have received the Medal of Honor 
since it was created more than 150 years ago. The medal, which requires 
nominees to receive presidential approval before it is granted, is given to 
those who distinguish themselves “conspicuously by gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty.”  Two 
South Carolinians were recently awarded the Medal of Honor.  Sergeant 
Major Thomas Patrick Payne, who now serves in the Army Special 
Operations Command as an instructor, was awarded the Medal of Honor 
for his actions during a hostage rescue mission in an area of northern Iraq 
controlled by the Islamic State.  A graduate of Lugoff-Elgin High 
School, and a veteran of 17 combat deployments, Sergeant Major Payne 
has also received multiple other combat decorations, including Bronze 
Star medals for both valor and service, and the Purple Heart.  He and his 
wife Allison have three children and live in South Carolina.  Christopher 
Andrew Celiz was a Sergeant First Class in the Army and attended The 
Citadel before enlisting in the Army in 2007. Sergeant First Class Celiz 
was killed on his fifth deployment when he willingly exposed himself to 
heavy enemy fire to direct and lead a medical helicopter evacuation of 
wounded troops.  A native of Summerville, Sergeant First Class Celiz 
was also awarded the Bronze Star medal and Meritorious Service medal.   
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The sacrifices these two men made in service of their country and fellow 
soldiers are difficult to comprehend. Their bravery in the face of 
imminent danger should inspire us all.  
 We are honored to have Sergeant Major Payne and his wife Allison, 
along with Sergeant First Class Celiz’s wife, Mrs. KT Celiz, and their 
daughter Shannon here with us tonight. Though we will never be able to 
adequately show our appreciation for what they have done, I would 
humbly ask them to stand and give us the opportunity to do our best now. 
 I am delighted to have with us once again tonight our First Lady, my 
bride Peggy, our son Henry Jr. and his wife Virginia, and also our 
daughter Mary Rogers and her husband Sam.  Please stand and be 
recognized.   Also, our lieutenant governor, Pamela Evette, and her 
husband David.  Please stand and be recognized. 
 Ladies and gentlemen, South Carolina is booming. People from all 
over the world are visiting and falling in love with our State.  Employers 
are creating new jobs, entrepreneurs are opening new businesses, and 
companies are deciding to relocate here. Our business and family 
friendly environment has produced historic gains in new jobs, capital 
investment and population growth.  
 Since January of 2017, we have announced 58,803 new jobs with over 
$17 billion in new capital investment in the Palmetto State.  In the last 
twelve months, we’ve announced 15,000 new jobs and $4.3 billion in 
new capital investment.  As of November 2021, there were 18,000 more 
South Carolinians employed than there were in February 2020.  Our 
gross domestic product increased 10% during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and has increased 26% over the last five years. 
 The state’s unemployment rate remains well below the national 
average and has improved every month of 2021 -- dropping from 5.6% 
in November 2020 to 3.7% in November 2021. The 2020 U.S. Census 
data shows that South Carolina is the tenth fastest growing state in the 
nation. I extend hearty thanks to all here tonight and to those who have 
gone before, for the excellent stewardship which has brought us to this 
day.  For now, we have opportunity like we have never seen before. 
 Our new Secretary of Commerce, Harry Lightsey, is here tonight. He 
is a man of vision and accomplishment.  Every indication is that this year, 
2022, will be even better than last year for Team South Carolina’s 
economic recruitment successes.  Welcome Secretary Lightsey. Please 
stand and be recognized. 
 In the last year, we announced numerous transformative economic 
development victories. Some are represented here tonight.  In 
Spartanburg, Oshkosh Defense will invest $155 million and will employ 
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more than 1,000 Upstate residents to manufacture the Postal Service’s 
new fleet of electric mail trucks that will replace the nation’s current fleet 
of combustion engine mail trucks.  Welcome Mr. Don Bent, Chief 
Operating Officer of Oshkosh Defense.  
 In Chester County, the Ernest and Julio Gallo Winery will locate their 
only bottling and cannery facility outside of California, with a $423 
million investment and almost 500 new jobs.  Welcome Mr. Stein 
Edwards, Senior Director of Operations for Gallo Winery. 
 In Edgefield County, Generac Power Systems will construct a new 
facility to manufacture commercial and residential power generators, and 
has already announced an expansion. These projects will create a 
combined 750 new jobs.  Welcome Mr. Tom Pettit, Chief Operations 
Officer and Mr. Steve Andrejack, Senior Director of Operations.  
 Walmart continues to invest in South Carolina with the construction 
of a new distribution center in Spartanburg with a $450 million 
investment creating more than 400 new jobs.  Welcome Mr. Jeff 
Holzbauer, General Manager, Walmart Import and Logistics. 
 In Kershaw County, Prestage Farms will open an agribusiness 
processing and canning facility, investing $150 million and creating 
almost 300 new jobs.  Welcome Mr. Zach Prestage of Prestage Farms.  I 
would ask all these gentlemen to please stand and be recognized.  
 During the COVID-19 pandemic, many states shuttered their 
economies, closed businesses, and enacted draconian restrictions, many 
of which continue to this very day.  We took a better approach.  We never 
closed.  Through our reasonable steps of limited, measured, and 
temporary actions, we have been able to combat the virus without 
crippling our economy.  
 Also, by being careful and conservative and freezing new spending in 
2020, not only did we avoid cutting services, raising taxes, or borrowing 
money, we saw our State’s booming economy create a large amount of 
new surplus revenues in 2021.  Compare this to New York, where there 
are 476,000 fewer people employed now than in February 2020.  The 
New York state unemployment rate is the 3rd highest in the country, and 
2.7% higher than it was in February 2020.  Or Michigan, where the 
unemployment rate in November 2021 was 5.9% - the 9th highest in the 
country.  More Americans moved out of Michigan during the pandemic 
than nearly every other state in our nation. 
 Today, South Carolina’s state government is in the strongest fiscal 
condition ever.  We have the largest budget surplus, the largest rainy day 
reserve account balance, and the lowest debt in our history.  However, 
South Carolina is facing a new challenge -- the dangerous, irresponsible, 
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and sometimes unconstitutional behavior of the federal government. 
While we and other states have differed with federal authorities before, 
this last year has been alarming and unprecedented.  
 On his first day in office, President Biden canceled the immigration 
policies established by President Trump, and halted construction of the 
border wall, thus surrendering our own nation’s sovereignty and security 
to millions of illegal and undocumented immigrants, including human 
traffickers, drug dealers, and foreign agents, who have freely crossed our 
southern border.   
 The resulting lawlessness and chaos required us to deploy troops from 
the South Carolina National Guard to defend the border, and to protect 
our state, and others, from the danger posed by the cartels and traffickers.  
I traveled to the border to visit our troops and border patrol agents. The 
challenges they face are steep. The Biden administration -- and the media 
-- have turned their backs on these brave men and women, but South 
Carolina will not.  We always answer the call for help, and we always 
step into the breach. We will carry the banner of freedom even if the 
federal government walks away. 
 The Biden administration also took aim at South Carolina’s pro-life 
and pro-family policies.  They challenged my policy of preventing 
taxpayer dollars from going to abortion providers like Planned 
Parenthood, which sued to overturn our Heartbeat Law, and to stop the 
State from protecting the most precious of rights -- the right to life. 
 They attacked South Carolina’s faith-based foster care providers like 
Miracle Hill, despite a recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that upheld the 
right of faith-based foster-care providers who choose to work with 
parents holding similar religious beliefs. 
 They even canceled South Carolina’s requirement that Medicaid 
recipients must work, volunteer, or attend school to receive benefits.  
While at the same time, the Biden administration was paying people on 
unemployment to stay at home rather than return to work or get a job. 
 President Biden and his liberal allies sued to force South Carolina to 
adopt universal mask mandates in public schools, despite clear 
constitutional authority to the contrary. 
 And finally, the Biden administration has illegally attempted to 
impose vaccine mandates on private citizens all across the country, in 
clear violation of constitutional authority and of common sense. 
Thankfully, President Biden has been about as successful in defending 
his mandates in court as he has been selling them to the American people.  
 Despite this barrage of unwarranted challenges, we will continue to 
grow and prosper. We will not let the federal government violate the 
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Constitution and dictate decisions that rightly belong to South Carolina 
and her people. We will fight to defend the Rule of Law, preserve our 
State’s sovereignty, and reject efforts to destroy individual liberty, 
wherever they occur. A determined warrior in our effort is with us 
tonight, our Attorney General, Alan Wilson.  Please stand and be 
recognized. 
   As you are aware, the AccelerateSC task force has played a vital role 
in the State’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  This task force is 
comprised of volunteers from every sector of our State’s economy, along 
with officials from state and local agencies, and organizations.  Almost 
two years ago, the AccelerateSC task force produced recommendations 
which guided us in taking very targeted and limited measures to combat 
the spread of the COVID-19 virus without shutting down our State’s 
economy.  In addition, AccelerateSC conducted a thorough and complete 
review of the CARES Act and the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
for the purpose of providing expenditure recommendations to my office.   
I believe that AccelerateSC is the model for collaboration, cooperation 
and communication between the government and the private sector, and 
on behalf of our entire State, I thank them for their extraordinary 
accomplishments.   Tonight, we have the leaders of this remarkable 
effort with us: former Senator Greg Ryberg served as chairman, and Mr. 
James Burns, served as the executive director.  Thank you for your 
service.  Please stand and be recognized. 
 South Carolina’s booming economy, with almost $3 billion in surplus 
revenue, along with the $2.4 billion in ARPA funds -- presents us with a 
once in a lifetime opportunity.  We know that the competition for jobs 
and investment is fierce, both nationally and globally. We cannot be 
complacent.  We must act.  We must make big, bold, and transformative 
investments in the areas of education, infrastructure, workforce, and 
economic development to strengthen the foundations of our prosperity 
for generations to come. 
 For the second year in a row, my Executive Budget places $500 
million into our State’s “rainy day” reserve fund.  By saving this money 
instead of spending it -- something that served our state well last year -- 
we will double the size of our reserves and will be prepared for any future 
economic uncertainties, should they arise.  I ask the General Assembly 
to consider maintaining a minimum balance in the rainy-day reserve 
account equal to 10% of the total amount of funds available to be 
appropriated in any year. 
  Despite our great successes, South Carolina’s marginal income tax 
rate of 7% is the highest in the southeast and the 12th highest in the 
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nation.  For example, Tennessee and Florida have no income tax at all.  
Louisiana is at 6%.  Arkansas is at 5.9%, Missouri at 5.4%.  Georgia and 
Virginia are at 5.75%.  North Carolina is at 5.25% and just passed 
legislation to cut it again. Alabama, Mississippi, and Kentucky are at 5%.   
This makes South Carolina less competitive for new jobs and capital 
investment.   
 This year marks the fourth year that I have proposed a 1% rate 
reduction over five years for all personal income tax brackets, starting 
with an immediate $177 million cut. A tax cut has the impact of a pay 
raise; and more money in the pockets of our people to spend is a catalyst 
for even more economic growth and prosperity. 
 Ladies and gentlemen, we have almost one billion dollars in surplus 
recurring revenue available for this state budget.  Our State’s booming 
economy will likely create more. Our work will not be done this session 
unless I am able to sign an income tax cut into law. We must also re-
examine those issues, practices and laws that make our State less 
competitive and make it difficult for our businesses and entrepreneurs to 
invest, grow and thrive.  
 One issue in need of re-examination is in the area of civil litigation 
known as joint and several liability. Business owners should not be 
penalized for the actions of others, simply because they have money.  
Nor should they be absolved of their actions.  We can find a balance that 
provides the opportunity for justice without damaging our economy. 
 There is no infrastructure more in need of big, bold, and 
transformative one-time investments than our State’s roads, bridges, 
highways, and interstates.  Our booming economy and rapid population 
growth have outpaced the State’s ability to keep up with improvements 
to our transportation infrastructure. 
 Utilizing a combination of $660 million in federal ARPA funds and 
$600 million from surplus revenue, I am recommending that the General 
Assembly provide no less than $1.26 billion to the Department of 
Transportation to accelerate construction, expansion, or improvements 
to our State-owned roads, bridges, highways, and interstates. 
 This one-time investment of over one billion dollars will allow the 
DOT to accelerate the start and completion of some of their highest 
priority projects.  Projects such as the widening of Interstate 26 to six 
lanes between Columbia and Charleston, the widening of Interstate 95 to 
six lanes in the Low country, lane widening on Interstate 85 in the 
Upstate and the long-awaited start of construction on I-73 from the Pee 
Dee to the Grand Strand.   



WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2022 

 22 

 In addition, DOT will have sufficient state matching funds to apply 
for an additional $250 million in federal funds each year for the next five 
years. These federal matching funds will allow the DOT to expedite 
completion of local and regional projects designed to relieve traffic 
congestion, to repair or replace over 400 bridges, and to enhance 
repaving and resurfacing on our local and secondary roads. 
 Three years ago, on the south steps of this Statehouse, I pledged that 
we would work together as a team.  I proposed that we make bold 
reforms to K-12 education in South Carolina, so that every student is 
ready to learn when he or she enters the classroom. And that the words 
"Corridor of Shame" would soon become a fading memory.  
 I proposed that we unleash the free market and expand access to full 
day kindergarten for every lower income, four-year old child. Parents 
should be able to choose the public, private, or for-profit childcare 
provider that best suits their child’s educational needs.  Today, we have 
fully funded full-day, four-year-old kindergarten programs for every 
Medicaid-eligible child in South Carolina. 
 As a result, the Education Oversight Committee reports that 4K 
enrollment has increased 47% or by 4,600 children. There are 50 new 
private, nonprofit, and faith-based providers who have opened 66 new 
4K classrooms.  In our public schools, there are 120 new 4K classrooms.    
 In a recent survey by First Steps, two out of three parents reported that 
enrolling their child in First Steps 4K also allowed them to go to work or 
continue their own education.  
 We know that parents in South Carolina must be confident that their 
children are safe and secure when they are at school. The presence of a 
certified law enforcement school resource officer in every school is more 
important now, than ever. 
 We must also recognize that a mental health crisis exists in South 
Carolina, especially among our young people who have weathered two 
years of disruptions, virtual instruction, isolation, and constant changes 
to normal routines. This crisis is here, right now.  Students must have 
access to professional mental health counseling and services.  
 Because sixty percent of South Carolina children are served by 
Medicaid, I have directed Health and Human Services Director Robbie 
Kerr to initiate an immediate review of our State’s behavioral health 
funding and delivery system.  Time is of the essence.  We must do better. 
The cost of doing nothing is unimaginable.  And the damage, well, the 
damage will likely be immeasurable. 
 South Carolina’s system of state-run treatment programs and facilities 
need a modern-day refreshment, re-evaluation, and re-invention.  I also 
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suggest to members of the General Assembly that the time has come to 
evaluate whether the State should privatize behavioral health services 
currently provided by the Department of Mental Health.   
 When the Education Finance Act of 1977 was signed into law, there 
were only three line-item appropriations for K-12 education.  Today, 
there are approximately 29.  This 44-year-old funding system is archaic, 
confusing, and inadequate.   
 The way we fund K-12 education must be simplified and it must be 
transparent and accountable.  State funds must follow students directly 
to the classroom.  School districts must be held accountable for how they 
spend the taxpayer’s money -- and graded on their results. 
 I have proposed that funds for K-12 education be appropriated in a 
manner that is simple and easy to understand. School districts will 
receive the funds necessary to support an average ratio of 11.7 students 
per teacher, with an average salary of $66,524 including benefits.  
 In exchange, every school district must disclose how they spend every 
dollar, be it local, state, or federal.  This information must be published 
online by the state Department of Education, so parents and taxpayers 
will know where their money is being spent. In the classroom? Or is it 
being spent on administration?  Or overhead?  Or somewhere else? 
 My Executive Budget also raises the minimum salary for a starting 
teacher from $36,000 to $38,000. We have made progress in raising 
teacher pay.  Just five years ago, the minimum salary for a brand-new 
teacher was $30,113.   
 Tonight, we have the 2022 South Carolina Teacher of the Year with 
us. Ms. Amy Carter is an English teacher from Chapin High School and 
is here representing our State’s classroom teachers.  
 We’re also joined by the Superintendent of Kershaw County School 
District, Dr. Shane Robbins. Dr. Robbins’ innovative leadership helped 
guide his school district through the pandemic with minimal disruption 
to the classroom, remaining open for in-person instruction throughout. 
Ms. Carter, Dr. Robbins, please stand and recognized.  
 Charter schools in our State have seen explosive growth in both 
enrollment and demand. The South Carolina Public Charter School 
District and the Charter Institute at Erskine are expected to authorize a 
total of 67 charter schools for the school year starting in August.  My 
Executive Budget provides an additional $60.2 million to meet the 
growing demand of parents seeking new educational opportunities and 
in-person classroom instruction for their children. 
 In addition, I am proposing $20 million be used to create education 
savings accounts, which by the way, have been available to parents in 
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“red” and “blue” states for years.  Although some may say otherwise, we 
know that parents know what’s best for their children.  They know the 
type of education environment and instruction that works best for their 
child’s unique needs.  
 Speaking of parents, we need more parental involvement in the 
classroom -- not less.  You may have been as surprised as I was when 
the Attorney General of the United States, Merrick Garland, instructed 
the FBI to begin investigating parents who attend school board meetings. 
In the annals of dangerous ideas, that one takes the cake. So did 
assertions that “parents have no business telling schools what they 
should teach.”  Parents have every right to express their concerns to a 
teacher, to a principal, or to members of the school board. In fact, it is 
their duty. 
 Recently, a group of concerned parents contacted my office about a 
book containing age inappropriate, sexually explicit, obscene, and 
pornographic images, which was available in their school’s library. If 
school personnel had performed even a cursory review in this instance, 
it would have revealed that the book contains sexually explicit and 
pornographic depictions, which easily meet or exceed the statutory 
definition of obscenity. 
 For explicit materials of this nature to have been introduced or allowed 
into a South Carolina school, without oversight, without public review, 
and without parents’ prior knowledge, is highly troubling and destroys 
public confidence in our schools. Parents must know what their children 
are hearing, seeing, and learning in the classroom.  
 South Carolina, just like every state in the nation, is facing a historic 
labor crisis.  It has affected every sector of our economy.  With one 
hundred thousand open jobs, there is a paycheck waiting for anyone 
willing to work.  
 I’d like to share with you an innovative public-private initiative 
designed to fill those open jobs. SC Future Makers is a first-in-the-nation 
program that connects students and individuals with internship, 
apprenticeship, and career opportunities throughout the State.  
  SC Future Makers has reached virtually every high school, is available 
to all 16 technical colleges, and is now engaging our state’s military 
community to connect our servicemen and women with the many 
opportunities available in South Carolina. This innovative approach in 
using technology to enhance connectivity throughout our State is a 
valuable resource for addressing our workforce needs.  
 In addition, to fill those open jobs, I am requesting that the General 
Assembly invest $124 million to expand Workforce Scholarships for the 
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Future, a program that allows residents to earn an industry credential or 
an associate degree in high-demand careers.  Careers in manufacturing, 
healthcare, computer science, information technology, transportation, 
logistics, or construction.  We know this program will work. 
 Last year, we partnered with the South Carolina Technical College 
System to create these scholarships and we dedicated $29 million in 
federal relief funds to start the program.  In that short period, over 5,000 
South Carolinians have been retrained and employed.   
 For example, the program has produced: 

• 485 Nursing Assistants 
• 283 Commercial Truck Drivers 
• 253 Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs) 
• 239 Welders 
• 235 Phlebotomists 
• 177 received Information Technology (IT) Certifications 
• 130 received the SC Manufacturing Certification 
• 79 certified as Forklift Operators 
• 61 certified as Heavy Equipment Operators 

 
 In fact, we have a few of those students with us tonight in the balcony.  
Lilianna Cruz, 25, grew up in Indiana. Justin Smith, 25, grew up in 
Georgia.  Now they live in Clemson. Both were raised by parents who 
didn’t complete high school. They enlisted in the Marine Corps after 
high school. They met while they were stationed in Japan.  After 
completing their service, they began taking classes at Tri-County 
Technical College.  
 Lilianna’s goal was to become an architect, and Justin’s was to own 
his own business. When the pandemic hit and classes went online, they 
went to work instead. Online classes didn’t work for them.  Justin was 
making $18 an hour and Lilianna was making $16 an hour.  Neither of 
them enjoyed the work or the pay. They hoped to find a new and better 
opportunity.  And they did.  Last month Lilianna and Justin completed 
the five-week commercial truck driving program at Tri-County Tech.  
Before they finished, they were offered a job driving as a team for 
Schneider National.  Now they have a combined salary of $140,000.  
 Tasha Frazier of Sumter went through the Certified Nursing Assistant 
program at Central Carolina Technical College. She successfully earned 
her accreditation and was immediately offered a job with McLeod Health 
in Manning. 
 William Westbrook lives in Graniteville and had worked for many 
years at a local chemical company.  He was laid off in 2019 and 
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continued to look for work. He enrolled at Aiken Technical College after 
learning about these scholarships and obtained his Manufacturing 
Certification at no cost.   William was hired immediately after graduation 
by Central States Manufacturing. 
 I’d also like to recognize Dr. Tim Hardee, the President of the South 
Carolina Technical College System, who is with us tonight. Dr. Hardee 
and his staff worked with our 16 technical colleges to successfully 
implement this program.  
 Some of the presidents of those colleges are also here with their former 
students:  Dr. Galen DeHay, President of Tri-County Technical College, 
Dr. Kevin Pollock, President of Central Carolina Technical College, and 
Dr. Forest Mahan, President of Aiken Technical College. Thank you all 
for joining us tonight. Please stand and be recognized.   
 Access and affordability to higher education are essential to ensuring 
that our state has the trained and skilled workforce to compete for jobs 
and investment in the future.  That means higher education -- our 
colleges, universities, and technical colleges -- must be accessible and 
affordable for the sons and daughters of South Carolina. 
 Once again, my Executive Budget freezes college tuition for in-state 
students, in exchange for an indexed appropriation based on the number 
of in-state students enrolled at each public institution. Funds for deferred 
maintenance are also distributed pro-rata and based on a school’s in-state 
enrollment.   
 Also, every South Carolina resident who qualifies for a federal Pell 
Grant will be eligible for 100% of their tuition to be paid for with a grant 
at any in-state public college, university, or technical college.   
 The college transition program was created for students with 
intellectual disabilities as they transition from high school into college 
and eventually into the workforce. The program teaches students how to 
learn independently, how to maintain employment, and how to live self-
sufficiently.   
 This year I am proposing that we invest an additional $4.3 million in 
lottery proceeds to enhance scholarships for the college transition 
programs offered at Clemson, Coastal Carolina, the College of 
Charleston, the University of South Carolina, and Winthrop University. 
 Tonight, we are joined by two students from the college transition 
program, Michael Harmon from CarolinaLIFE, and Hunter Hopkins 
from ClemsonLIFE.  Gentlemen, please stand and be recognized. 
 In rural South Carolina, water and sewer is key to life, to good public 
health and economic health.  And it’s key to a community’s health.  The 
right water and sewer assets in a county can transform a tax base.  That 
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means jobs, good schools, strong families, and a safe and vibrant 
community.  
 The state's rural water, sewer and storm water infrastructure is 
becoming old and outdated. Many of these systems have exceeded their 
useful life, some are barely hanging on.  
 I have proposed that we use $500 million in federal funds to transform 
these water, sewer, and storm water systems in our State’s poorest 
counties.  To upgrade or replace deficient rural water and wastewater 
systems.  And to incentivize large systems to “connect” with smaller and 
faltering systems. 
 In recent years, facilitating access to broadband connectivity has 
become a top priority for South Carolina. From health care to education, 
more people are working or learning from home. Quality internet service 
has quickly become a necessity for the prosperity of our State and people.  
 I ask that the General Assembly appropriate an additional $400 million 
in federal funds for the State’s Broadband Infrastructure Program being 
overseen by the Office of Regulatory Staff. 
 The Good Lord has richly blessed South Carolina, from the mountains 
to the sea.  Our pristine coastline is a major economic driver for the State, 
as well as a source of beauty and happiness. It is roughly 2,876 miles 
long with approximately 200 miles of direct beachfront. The coastline 
contains several ecosystems including marshes, estuaries, barrier islands, 
tidal creeks, and beaches. The State’s 35 barrier islands and the 
surrounding marshes are natural mechanisms for absorbing energy, 
flooding, and storm surge. 
 Three years ago, I issued an Executive Order creating the South 
Carolina Floodwater Commission, a collaborative effort charged with 
providing short and long-term recommendations to alleviate and mitigate 
the impact of flooding. One recommendation was for the governor to 
appoint a Chief Resilience Officer to lead a new state resilience office.  
 Last year, I had the honor of appointing Mr. Ben Duncan, who was 
serving as the director of the Disaster Recovery Office, as South 
Carolina’s first Chief Resilience Officer.  At the time, South Carolina 
was one of a handful of States with a chief resilience officer.  Mr. Duncan 
is here with us tonight.  Please stand and be recognized. 
 To protect South Carolina’s abundant natural resources, I am 
proposing the General Assembly provide the state Office of Resilience 
with $300 million in federal funds.  A portion of these funds should be 
used to complete the construction of homes in the Pee Dee that were 
destroyed by Hurricane Florence, as well as completing green storm 
water mitigation projects throughout the State. In addition, I am 
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recommending that the Office identify pristine coastline properties and 
tracts where public access may be in jeopardy of being lost, or destroyed 
by flooding, erosion, or storm damage.  
 Also, these funds should be used for a complete remediation and 
removal of hazardous materials from the hull of the USS Yorktown, 
including hundreds of thousands of gallons of old petroleum, polluted 
ballast waters, and polychlorinated biphenyl compounds, or PCBs that 
were not removed from the ship’s 428 vessel tanks and compartments by 
the Navy.  I can think of no more meritorious use of taxpayer funds than 
to protect our pristine natural resources for future generations of South 
Carolinians. 
 With the opening of the new Hugh K. Leatherman Terminal in North 
Charleston, the Port of Charleston is no longer the only major container 
port on the east coast of the United States without significant near dock 
rail access. 
 The new Navy Base Intermodal Container Transfer Facility will 
provide near dock “dual” rail access for both Norfolk Southern and CSX, 
allowing for the movement of goods and commerce throughout the 
United States.  In 2021, the General Assembly appropriated $200 million 
toward the $500 million cost of construction.  My Executive Budget 
proposes $300 million to complete construction on time and debt free. 
 Tonight, we have the CEO of the South Carolina Ports Authority with 
us, Mr. Jim Newsome.  As you know, he is retiring this year.  I ask that 
you join me in thanking Mr. Newsome for providing the port with years 
of exceptional leadership and vision.  You will be missed.  Mr. 
Newsome, please stand and be recognized.  
 To keep South Carolinians safe, we must maintain a robust law 
enforcement presence -- and properly “fund the police.” Our state law 
enforcement agencies continue to lose valuable and experienced 
personnel because they are unable to remain competitive with pay and 
benefits.  My Executive Budget dedicates $31 million in new dollars to 
law enforcement, public safety and first response agencies for 
recruitment and retention pay raises.   
 We must also keep our law enforcement officers safe while they are 
on-the-job. My Executive Budget proposes providing $21 million for 
grants to local law enforcement agencies for additional body cameras 
and bullet proof vests. 
 And once again, I am calling on the General Assembly to eliminate all 
state income taxes on the retirement pay of career military veterans and 
South Carolina law enforcement officers, firefighters, and peace officers.   
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Many states have already done this. The decision makers at the 
Department of Defense take note of such actions or inactions when they 
make decisions on base closures, realignment, and new missions for 
America’s military.  Our State’s military installations are at risk, like all 
others.  It is past time for the General Assembly to act on this issue. 
Before it is too late. 
 Our booming economy and record low unemployment sometimes 
place state agencies at a disadvantage with the private sector -- when they 
are recruiting or retaining the best employees.  I believe the question of 
state employee compensation needs re-examination.  Across-the-board 
pay raises for state employees are less effective than those based on 
performance, merit, success, or longevity.  Agency directors should be 
empowered to incentivize their personnel.   
 My Executive Budget takes the $46.6 million which would equal a 2% 
across-the-board pay raise -- and directs that those same funds be used 
instead for merit-based pay raises.  However, each agency must submit 
their merit-based pay raise plan to the Department of Administration’s 
Division of Human Resources for review and approval, to ensure that the 
raises are awarded consistently across state government and are in 
accordance with official policies and procedures. 
 We’ve heard the alarm bell for years.  With inaction -- it gets louder 
every year.  The longer we wait, the harder it will be to fix our pension 
system’s huge unfunded liability.  So, once again, I am asking that we --
at the end of this year -- close enrollment in the current “defined-benefit” 
plan.  Putting money into this retirement system is like trying to fill a 
bathtub with the drain open.  We must close enrollment first.  
 The best answer is a date-certain transition away from “defined 
benefit” pension plans to “defined contribution” plans for new state 
employees. And of course, we must maintain our commitment to retired 
South Carolinians who rely on income from the pension plan.   
  The right to vote is the single most important right protected by the 
United States Constitution.   However, in 2020 we learned that our 
State’s election laws were not being applied properly and consistently by 
county election officials. Speaker Jay Lucas has sponsored legislation to 
standardize and ensure the uniform and legal conduct of elections in all 
46 counties. 
 In addition, my Executive Budget proposes creating a new Election 
Integrity and Compliance Audit Program at the State Election 
Commission. Teams of auditors, working for the State, will conduct 
regular and routine examinations to confirm the integrity of elections 
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conducted on the State and local level. Send these election reforms to my 
desk, and I will sign them into law. 
 To maintain the public’s confidence in their elected representatives at 
all levels of government, we must expand the resources and authority of 
the State Ethics Commission and the Office of the Inspector General. 
The public should know if their tax dollars are being spent properly by 
the recipients, like a school district or a non-profit organization. 
 The public should also know who is getting paid to influence decisions 
made by county, municipal, or school board officials.  These paid 
advocates should be required to register with the State Ethics 
Commission as lobbyists, just like those who are paid to lobby the 
legislature.  What’s good for the State House -- is good for the 
Courthouse. 
 In the last decade, we have consistently seen ethical issues arise 
surrounding some of our state’s 46 county sheriffs.  I have proposed that 
the Law Enforcement Training Council at the South Carolina Criminal 
Justice Academy develop and conduct annual ethics training for every 
county sheriff.  
 In meetings and conferences in other parts of the country, I am often 
introduced as the 117th governor of the great State of South Carolina.  
What is interesting is that as other governors are introduced, they may 
be the 23rd governor of Arizona, or the 40th governor of California or the 
48th governor of Kansas.  It makes you think: Our state was one of the 
original thirteen colonies, one of the thirteen that produced the 
Declaration of Independence in 1776 and one of twelve which created 
and signed the United States Constitution in 1787.  Our people -- from 
then until now -- have endured and overcome every obstacle and 
challenge created by man and nature.  We have seen it all and endured it 
all.  With that heritage, we stand today in a moment brimming with 
opportunity and promise. 
 So, let us seize this moment by thinking big, by being bold, confident 
and by making transformative investments. In this way, I believe we will 
set our State on a course that will provide the opportunity for prosperity, 
success, and happiness for generations of South Carolinians.   
 Let us continue working together.  Let’s keep winning. I believe in 
South Carolina and I believe in America.  And I believe in each and every 
one of you.  The best is yet to come.  God Bless the Palmetto State.  And 
God Bless her extraordinary people. 
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 The purpose of the Joint Assembly having been accomplished, the 
PRESIDENT declared it adjourned, whereupon the Senate returned to its 
Chamber and was called to order by the PRESIDENT. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate agreed to stand adjourned.  
 

LOCAL APPOINTMENTS 
Confirmations 

The 5th Congressional District delegation confirmed the following 
appointment: 

 
Reappointment, State Board for Technical & Comprehensive 

Education, with the term to commence July 1, 2019, and to expire July 
1, 2025 

5th Congressional District: 
Ralph A. Odom, Jr., 877 Hillcroft Place, Rock Hill, SC 29732-2032 
 
The 2nd Congressional District delegation confirmed the following 

appointment: 
 
Initial Appointment, South Carolina State Board for Technical and 

Comprehensive Education, with the term to commence July 1, 2020, and 
to expire July 1, 2026 

2nd Congressional District: 
William H. Floyd III, 129 Forbidden Lane, Lexington, SC 29072-9331 

VICE Robert E. Barnett 
 

MOTION ADOPTED 
  On motion of Senator ALLEN, with unanimous consent, the 
Senate stood adjourned out of respect to the memory of Mr. Henry 
Clyde Harrison, Jr. of  Greenville, S.C.  Henry retired as a Sergeant 
with the Highway Patrol in 1975.  He began American Security 
which expanded to seven states.  Henry received many awards 
including State Trooper of the Year, Entrepreneur of the Year, the 
50 Most Influential Hall of Fame in the Upstate and the Order of the 
Palmetto to mention a few.  He truly had a servants heart and worked 
hard to make his community and state a better place. Henry was a 
loving partner to Tracy, devoted father and doting grandfather who 
will be dearly missed.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 At 8:07 P.M., on motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate adjourned 
to meet tomorrow at 10:00 A.M. 
 

* * * 
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